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old friends
By Wiley Davis

The glowing transparency Sittingcmthe light
table said it all. Two boots, cut ofl at the
ankles by ihe lop ol ihc Irame Underneath
them the bonnet ol a 1903 l-oliis Klite,

white with orange and blue stripes. The owner of
those boots, Mike Ostrov, had what I would call a
relationship with his automobiles, If those boots
scratched the car it was no mailer., he would lix it

Like an old fncnd, the Lotus was intertwined with
Mike's life so completely thai n was impossible for
him 10 Ik- protective or neurone around the machine.
Mike and the Lolus made one another comfortable.

Tins scene contrasts importantly with a photo
shoot near Mirage l-akc outside ol b>s Angeles,
California,some months ago. The originalintent was to
shoot a gioup of modified Mazda Miatas on the diy
lakebed. The presence of dust and the lack of
pavement, however, had the group in fits We sealed

on shootingalongthe roadside InsteadAstrange dance
ensued I would kneel down, put the camera lo my eye,
focus and begin depressing the shutter release button
whensuddenly, a personwould leapinto the Irame and
begin lickingtheir wheelsclean. Actually, mostof ihem
used a rag, Ixjt the faci remains that they could nol let
me take a photo without makingabsolutely certain no
dust had settled on the iheir trophy queens.

The key to understanding this dissimilarity is to
understand that a relationship
involves interaction and openness.
When dealingwithautomobiles this
means a willingness lo leant about
the machine, to ask it how it'sdoing.
To listen to the valves and check the

condition of the spark plugs It
means having a desire to learn
everything about the car, how lo
rebuild the engine, adjust the
carburetors and swap a transmission
It comes from recognizing thai
appearance is only one tiny
Component of the entire package
lliose with solid automotive

relationshipssec a mechanical failure

URITISH MOTORING

as a chance to tinker, not a hassle.
My firstcar wasaTriumphTR6, given to me by

my Had I remember distinctly the day we began its
restoration in preparation for my obtaining a driver's
license, how we replaced the fluids and the ignition
components. An unanticipated excitement made my
lingers linglc when it fired up for the first lime in
years. We drove it twicearound the block, my dad's
car cocked slightly sideways... listening. When we
pulled into the diiveway he said, "the liming needs
a bit ol adjustment,"

"I low can you tell?" I asked.
'After you've driven it long enough you can

hear when something's wrong.'
I his was a bold new concept to a fifteen-year-

old who, until then, had thought of cars as
unopenable boxes of mechanization The idea lhal a

car communicated with its driver in subtleties and

via methods oilier than the gauges was the catalyst
for the relationship that developed My car never
had a name, for it was a relationship built on
knowledge nol contrivance

"It's a shame we can't find some puddles to drive
through," says Mike, clearly a man secure in his
relationship. "Driving through water always makes for
good photos." Surely it does An old pair of boots on
a hood, however, makes lor a good photo as well. 0

•!'/•!

WtWucts
UNION JACK HEADLIGHT COVERS

When we saw these, wo had to have them
Definitely notlegallordriving, butthesecould
be a hit at your ne«t car snow.

169-205 $1995

!V—'
A/ORKS MG

THE WORKS MGS

by Mike Allison & Peter Browning
The authoritallvo story ol all the MCsprepared by the
MGCar Company lor internationalcompetition (rom the
1920sto the late 1960s 320 pages, manyillustrations.
212-975 539.95

•^

LICENCE PLATEFRAMES

Wecommbloneda aneol highqualitylicenceplate frames to grace
yourclassic.Choose(rombrightstainlesssteel, or purposeful black
finished Heat

HOW TO RESTORE TR2A3A
by Roger Williams
Thethirdina scriescovering Iriumph sportscars.IIyou
own an early Triumph, buy this book,it's been a long
time coming, but worth the wait.

213-725 $2995

SOLID COPPER HEAD GASKETS

Wenowstock.032 thicksoM copperheadgasketslorpopularapplications.
Ihese gasketscan be modified foroverbored engines and havebeena
secret Ingredient ol many high performance racingengines.Theycan not
be used on late Spitfireand TR6with recessed blocks.

Stainless Steel $34 55 Black Steel $2995 MSB 387-505 $75 00
Austin-Hcaley 222-766 222-816 MGTD 387-510 $7500
MGSafoty Fast 222-776 222-826 948, 1098 387-515 $75.00
MGA 222-788 222-836 Sortte/MkJgot 1275 387-520 $75.00
MGfl 222-796 222-846 TR2-4A 387-525 $75.00
Tiiumph 222-811 222-861 TR6 387-530 $90 00
Midget 222-875 222-850 Spitfire 1300-1500 387-545 $75.00
Sprite 222-880 222-855 Gasket Sealant, Aerosol 387-500 SI2.00



Elite Innovation
Lotus changes the nature of exotic supercars By Wiley Davis

The interior of the Elite is simple
andfunctional. It derives its

beauty from a truth that is

always at the surface.
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Thebusiness card that Mike Ostrov hands to

me is a focused peck into his personality
He presents, it upside down, revealing a
backside stamped with the words "Club

Elite" just belowan outlineof a LotusEliteprofiled in
red ink Out of curiosity I turn ii over 10 sec what this
man does for a living

Judging by the hobby garage he maintains in a
quiet backwater outside San Francisco, it is difficult
imagining him having an actual occupation Unless
tinkering wilh vintage Lotus automobiles while
drinking beer cm be considered a job, Mike seems to
l>e unemployed. WIk-ii I first talked lo him on the
telephone I cautiously asked lor permission to
photograph the Elite I hcaid he owned.

"Which one?" he asked.
"Ididn'l know you had two,"I said.
'I don't," he countered. "I own four . that are

running. 1 also have a Lotus Seven and a really
expensive tic-rack."

"Whatcolorsare they/
"I'll tell you what. Can you drive a stick?"
"Yes."

"Good. II you know anyone else that can drive a
stickwe'll takethe lot of themout fora driveand you
can rake as many pictures as you'd like."

Two days later I am standing outside a small
garage with a gravel driveway.A green Lotus seven is
pokingits nose into the sun throughdie open garage
door. Mike has come out wilh a handshake and a grin.
Hie Ironi side of his business card, I notice as be dials
up my girlfriend, showing her some oddity on the
Seven, says that Mike was a certified financialplanner
in his days before retirement I scan the details and
notice thai just below the phone numbersfor the office
and fax machines (crossed out with black pen) is a
string of digits labeled Shop Phone." This simple
rectangle of cardboard accurately classifies Mike
Ostrov's priorities. I am guessing that not much
"financial planning' wasdoneat the shop.

This zealous devotion is fitting for the owner of a
1-otus. If it were not for zcalousness, Lotus would nol
even exist Colin Chapman was all things lo the
company. He was a masterful engineer that
revolutionized the racingworld. He is a god among
young engineers. The student Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE) is filled to capacity with college
studentswho worship Colin Chapmanas if he were
Michael Jordan.Perhapsa bettercomparison, however.
would be with Dennis Rodman. Colin always did
thingsdifferently. He wasresponsible lor popularizing
the mid-engine layout and ihc monocoquc chassis. I Ic
was a fanatic about weight All Lotus cars arc

lightweights TheElite boastsa running weightof 1525
lbs This is an average number for a street automobile.
not a special factory lightweight"version. The Lotus
Seven is more of a feather at 1200 lbs., with race-
prepped cars sometimes approaching the 800 lb. mark
The Lotus reputation, and soul, is based on
engineering. The Italians havesultrydesign and fiery
passion, the Germans have craftsmanship and
perfection, theEnglish have, with lotusastheflagship,
an odd brew of engineeringexcellence, spotty design
and absolutely no craftsmanship. It is, completely, a
reputation thai titsa fanatical tinkcrer likea glove.

Lotus and Colin built their reputations on a
foundation of racing successes. But Colin was
resolvedto establish Lotusasa manufacturer of upper
echelon CI cars, not just racing machines. Out of
this desire, the Elite was born,

The Lotus Seven had been a consumer car,
technically, but itwasby nomeansa GT. The Elite, on
the other hand,waseverypieceanelegantautomobile
Penned by Pclcr Kirwan Taylor, an accountant by
trade and designer by hobby, the Elite combined
graceful lines wilh Lotus engineering. Central lo the
concept, and a scary proposition even to the
groundbreaking Colin, was a monoconjue structure
made entirely fromfiberreinforcedplastic. . fiberglass.
I'RP (think carbon fiber here) monocoqucs are
commonplace on exoticmachinery today, but at the
time, it was olf the map.Colin, bold as he was,was
unwilling to risk the company without first filling in
that map. He visitedwith manufacturers, took classes
and carried out a series of initial structural calculations.

All of these convinced him that the idea was sound.

The intcnor of ihc Elite is simple and functional
ll derivesits beautyfroma truth that is always at the
surface We are buzzing along at 60mph along San
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material for bodywork, but using it as a structural
material was not the same thing. Eor lonis. it was a
steep learning curve. They brought in a consultant
from Lord named John Erayling who helped thnn
develop the molds necessary for production He
eventually led Ford and took up a full-time position
withLotus, developing the manufacturing techniques
needed to make the Elite project a reality.

When the Elite debuted at the 1957 International
AutO Show .11 Earl's Conn, it surprised even Lotus
employees. Nolonlywastheproject kepisecret, itwas
sucha developmental hurdle that the people involved
with its construction were not sure if it would be
finished in time lo make theshow. In reality, it wasn't

When the car was put on display it lacked two
vital components: A driveshafl and a cooling
system. A journalist for Motor Sport magazine-
named Denis Jcnkinson, who was an avid Porsche
enthusiast, quipped, "If it didn't have a propshaft
and hadn't got any water, I'd buy il."

'Sold,"Colin quippedhack.
The Elitecame with the Coventry ClimaxEWE

engine. This powcrplant was a derivative of a lirilish
fire pump engine. Specifications thai made it an
ideal portable pump power unit: lightweight (so ihal
two men could lotc it round), reliable and
powerful, also made it an ideal

Competition engine and many people
adopted it as such. The IWE in particular
was 1216cc with a 2.625" stroke and a .1.0"

bore. Poweroutput wasan optimistic(as is
English custom) 75hp C«> filOOrpm.

10 FALL 2002

Afteranearlysetback involving the differential
mounting points that failed due lo improper layup
techniques duringmanufacture, the Elite provedthe
viability of structural fiberglass construction.
Manufacturers like Ferrari, Jaguar, McClarcn,
Lamborghini,and all race teamsin the upper reaches
of mad racing, use IRP construction today. The
LotusElite set a technological standard forGT cars,
giving the world what one commentator described
as. "a GT of untouchable graces... in miniature."

We make it back to the garage late in the
afternoon. We area motley collection, surrounded by
Elites of varying color and a mild breeze. Inside the
garage is a collection of parts and memorabilia so
dense ilappeals lo keep thestructure Standing; having
more of a presence than the 2x-1sin the walls. There
are cutawaydrawings, extrabody shells, an engineon
a teststand.Wc stand aroundlor awhile, talkingabout
carsandsailboats. Eventually Inotice a decrepit Lotus
Seven hanging from the raftcis. "What's dial?" I ask.

"< )h thai," Mike says. That's the world's most
expensive tie-rack."

Hanging from the front grilleare three neckties.
He wasn't kidding. Perhaps they serve as a throwback
to his days in financial planning Ididn't ask 0

production standards. From i<m-'s7 tbtre
(21.!M>) III 1957flfoitt.

20,1)52 XK'i pwduied. ForJ made mare Thmidtrbirds

Yes. we love our British cars. The soul,
the romance, the connectivity of man
and machine - these are the
fundamental factors that have

established loyally to brand names like Jaguar,
MG, Triumph, Morgan, Lotus, Austin I lealcy,
Aston Martin, Sunbeam, and others.

By today's standards, nearly all classic British
sports cars would be considered limited or small

production. After all, in just two years Chrysler
has sold over 375,000 PT Cruisers.That's nearly
twice the number of all the jaguars produced
(rom 1945 to 1963.

As much as world economics and technology
have changed the method in which cars are
manufactured and sold, so too has the way in
which cats are viewed. New cars, in spile ol the
marketing efforts, are remarkably appliance-like.
While this is fine for sales records, it has also
served as the catalyst to rejuvenate the classic-
British car market.

Many British sports cars arc saddled with
obscurity, such as Allard, Alvis, Frazer-Nasb, IIRG
and TVR. Others changed ihe face of enthusiast
motoring and became highly desirable cars on a
worldwide basis These popular makes and models
havebecome thecornerstone of the British carhobby.
Leading the way isMG, whose models arcextremely

popularas the brandhasmaintained a loyalfollowing.
The same holds true for Triumph and, to a large
degree, Jaguar. Austin Healey enjoys popularity, In
large part due to ihc uniqueness of ils big 100 and
3000 models, and lo the more common Spine and ils
relationship lo the MG Midget. In all, more than
80,000 Sprites and Midgets were sold in a ten-year
period from 1961-71. However, to put that figure in
context, 81,000 I lenry J models were sold In 1951.

While most people think "sports car" when
the topic ol British carsis presented, the Henry)
clearly shows that, like any other market, the

One n/ llirmost affordable ojall British sjiorli i
todayandwhen new. it tbtMG Middet.
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bulk ol production is not reserved
lor enthusiasts. Jaguar's most
famous car is the E-Typc, with
just over 63,1)0(1 produced from

1961-75. During ihc same
time, nearly 100,000 Mk II
sedans were sold. This same

trend holds true ol the present
Jaguar line - (he XK supplies
the brand's sizzle, but the
S-Typc is the company's steak
in the luxury car market

Over the past 57 years the
British car hobby has clearly
been the foundation (or

automotive restorers. The

ever-growing popularity of
ihese easy to work on, and fun

Perhaps the car thai drsl identifies the British car personality isthe MGT series
The ability In arcWJ mlonriioN parti has kept a larger number ojv2.000 TCs,
ilh and TTi in or/timer,

From I0<S2 lo 1980 Triumph produced over m.ooo
Sprtjires. plauno ,1 second behind ibr MCD at ifcrmosl
Popular British iPo'ti car

(314,152) lead the way. All three models arc
inexpensive to purchase and can be completely
rebuilt using re-maiiiifactiiicd components. Other
modelsthat had fairlydecern production numbers,
such as the Sunbeam Alpine (69,251) and Triumph
TR7 (I 12,368) haveyet to find the mass appealto
warrant aflcrmarkci inclusion. In contrast, despite
the lower number of MGs from ihc laic 1940s lo
mid '50s (all models combined - 52,064) enjoy
growing popularity.

For the vast majority of British sports car
enthusiasts, restoration has been the load to travel.
I lowcvcr. a growing number of owners, especially
wilh MG and Triumph models, are finding thai

lodnvc sportscaisprovidesan all-
consuming passion that is diflicult

to deny. When combined wilh the
easy availability ol parts and
technical assistance, restoring or
restofrying (restored andmodified)
MG, Triumph, Austin Hcalcy or
Jaguar can be done without the
high cost and hassle associated
wilh German. Italian, or even
select American sports cars

As expected, the most
popular British sports cars have
the highest production figures
The MGB (665,000), MG
Midget/Austin IIcaley Sprite
(190,363) and Triumph Spitfire Like the XKi 20and Ijo. ifcr h-Type «reams British fashion and 1J1
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tenovo Soft Top Care Products
Tft test carcareyoucangiveyo^rIstMlc cr vinyl ccnvntit1* lop.Wain
based Btnovo products clean, waterproof. »ncrevive tied lopssafely.

Fab 1: lep Or) Ccanei 220-2U 1 J17.95
Fabric Top Rirviver. 11 220-250 49.50

Fabric Top Rrd.tr. 500 ML 220-270 24.95
Fabn: lop Reviver.11 220-295 41.51
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Orderonlineatwww.mossmotors.com

-ShopB4hoursaday,

7daysaweek

-IMoguesswork

-Seeonlyproducts

thatfityourvehicle

-Guaranteedsecurity

-Requestacatalogonline

OrcallaOO.667.7B72

RequestaFreeCatalogforyourVehicle!
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StiyljjtCoveredSueCuitamSels

1£00SidingWindowSet
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213-350
243-285

243-305

243-295

243-355

139.95111.95
139.95111.95

13995113.35

13995111.95
139.95125.95

139.95125.95

13995

139.95
125.95

126.95

|TopFrameAssembly
1FronlFopBow
1TopBowScc-rt(2reg.)
itopBowWingBolt(2req.)
|RearAnchorBar

406-893

453-250
40G-920

406-200

244-200

22995

4495

495

876

12.95

214.65

35.15

3.95

7.M

10.35

CarCovers

A1MGA.includingCoupe

VGPack-AwayCover

;,.:•

Duravert

Flannel

UttHlon

v.;en

236-440

237-410

238-410
237415

236-015

49.95

99.96
13995

189.95
6995

39.95

79.95

111.95

170.95

55.95

i
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Biaoc 242-O10 289.95 231.95

Bac< 242-110 289 95 231.95

Black 242-210 28995 231.95

While 242-220 28995 231.95

Black

[in
Black

243-850 419 95 356.95

243-860 419 95 356 95
243-870 419.95 356.95

243880 419.95 356.95

243-875 24995 119,99
243-885 24995 199.95

243-890 419.95 335.95

243-910 419.95 335.85
243-895 249.95 199.95

243-915 249 95 199.95

neau Covers

241-220 269 95
241-320 269.95

224.05
224.05 i

DIRECT until H HOTLINE - UPEN 7 DAY5 A WEEK

8DD.GB7.7B7e

FAX:Ba5.E9B.B5S5

0VER5EAS:805.E8l.34aa

moss

Side Curtain Kits

Kitslicuce 4 steelwindowframes.4 covers,southed stainlesssteelhush nj strips and
al rardware.Forca-s wilhvineo* lumes n goodccncrlion.orderou He-Cover Kit

Color Pan Ho. Regular SALE!

SuylaslSid* Curiam Kits

IC

TD(2 Bo*

Vniyt Side CurtainCoverKits

TD(2 Bow)
TO Re-Cover Kit

TD(3 Bow)
TD Re-Cover Kit

IF

Ouc* Side Curtain Re-Covrr Kits

Black

Tan
Black

Tan
Black

Tan

Black

Back

Black

243-768 S845 95 $676.75
243-778 84595 678.75
243-760 359.95 319.95

243-770 339.95 319.95

243-788 84595 676.75

243-798 84595 •76.76

243 780 39995 319.95

243-790 39995 319.95

243-818 84595 •71.75

243-628 845 95 •78.75

243810 399 95 319.95

243-820 399 95 319.95

243-838 845 95 670.75

243-846 84595 •76.75
243830 39995 319.95
243-840 399.95 319.95

256-878 739.95 591.95

256-210 239.95 231.95

256-916 739 95 581.95

256-310 289.95 331.95
256-958 739 95 591.95

256-110 289.95 231.95

256-420 289 95 231.95

256 830 364 95 291.94
256-840 354.93 291.95

256-850 36495 29195

Side Curtain Components
Stowage ?i;-. 2s¥aoi 119.95
TC Bos ar J Hut Set 252-008 30 95
TCStrip Set 252 108 104.95
TD-TF hot & Boh Set 252-018 30.95

TD(2 Bow)Ship Set 252-208 10496
ID(3Bow) StopSet 252-308 10495

95.95

24.75

•3.95

24.75

63.95
•3.95

Top-Sow Assemblies
TD(2 Bow)
ID (3 Bow)

Car Covers

Tyvek
Duravtrrt

Flannel

Nylon wAVG Logo

453-345 28955 231.95

453-355 289 60 231.60
453-3C6 28950 231.60

236-440 49.95 39.95

237-400 99.95 79.95

238-400 13995 111.95
236-015 6995 55.95

FOR SECURE ONLIHE ORDERING GO TO: WWW. mOSSmOtOrS. COTTI

TR7-8

Tops
Caci P.,-1 113 Segulir SALLI

V, ,1 B :.:>. 071-931 5329 50 S2I3.M

Tonneau Covers

| Vinyl Back 072-481 27995 123 95

Car Covers

Roadster

Coupe
237-520

237-605

Front Nose Mask
Pioted Hievaluab«fiont ofyour car |rom Chiosand neks

I AI1TR7-6 Back 071-952

99.95
99 95

79.95

79.95

SALE PRICES VALIDFROM
August 19, 2002 THRU September 27,2002

TopFrameto Windshield Seal 681-180 1695 13.55

Center 803-665 696 5.65

Seal Retainer 111 803 645 6.75 5.4)

RH 803-655 0 75 5.40

Oashtop Repair Panels
Revilahjeyouroldcrackeddasn top padwitnmis meldedABScover,lis easierthana
compete das."pid to Rilal and a lot less eipensrve. Como'eu wilh tchej.Ve &
insli.ctions

I SpMlre/Glo1967-70
S| Itiiii/GTo1971-80

344-646

644-640

43 9;

48.95

39.15

39.15

Car Covers

Spitfire 1971-74 Dunvenl

lyvci
237-510

236-440

99.95
19 95

79.95

19.91

Front Nose

Protect the Iro-tol, ircar

Mask

rom clips .r.i nicks

5trrliiivGT6 1971-80 Djrave.nl 236-310 134 33 tl.Si

ORDER BY 3:00 P.M. WEEKDAYS YDUR LOCAL TIME AND WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY



FOR SECURE ONLINE ORDERING GO TO: WWW. mOSSmCjtarS. COITI

SALE PRICES VALID FROM
August 19,2002 THRU September 27,2002

ORDER BY 3:00 P.M. WEEKDAYS YOUR LOCAL TIME AND WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY



it-
Taps & Tonneau Covers
Ourconvertible lopkitsandlonneau coversaremanulaclured to theoriginal specllicallons.

patterrs.andcolois.Includes a Inecessa-y laslenersandInstructions.

Vinyl Convertible Tops
Color Pan Ho

021-525

Reguai

5239 95

SALE)

Black $237.75

'00-4 :,, 641000 28995 237.75

Red 641-955 289.95
369 95

237.75

303.35Black 021-527

1C0-6BM B)08959 Blue 641-020 369.95 303.35

While 021-528 36995 303.35

100-6 BN4 Irom 68960.30OC BT7
Back

Bi.e

021-529

641-010

369 95

369 95

303.35

303.35

Black 641-030 29995 24595

IC06, 3OC0BT7 (4 Sealers) Blue 641-050 299 95 245.95

While 641-040 29995 245.95

3000 BJ7 to (b) 59371
Black 021-531

641-065

36995

369 95

303.35

303.35Red

30C0BJ7 from 59372. 3.3 Black

Blue

021-533
641-080

26995

269.95

22135

231.35

Vinyl Convertible Top Boots
209.95 172.16

209.95 172.15

209.95 172.15

209.95 172.15

189.95 155.75

189 95 155.75

189 95

18995

155.75

155.75

Black

Blue

Red
While

Back

Blue

643-060

643-110

6-13-105

643-100

643-C90

643-130

643-125

643120

Side Curtain Sets

BN1.BN2

BN4-3T/

Vinyl Tonneau Covers

Black 259-108 409 95

Bta 259-118 409.95 348 46

Red 259-138 409.55 318 46

HA 259-208 359.55 305.96

overs

Black C21-535 219.95 175.95

Blue 643-010 219.95 175.95

WrJIf 643-000 219.95 175.95

Red 643005 219.95 175.95

Buck 021-536 379 95 303.95

Blue 643-C30 379 95 303.95

BUck 021-537 24995 294.95

BkM 643-050 24995 204.94

White B43-040 24995 204.95

Red 643-045 24995

269.95

204.95

Black 021-539 215.95

Blue f.43-070 269.95 215.95

Write 643-060 269 95 215.95

100-4 hum (b)4605

All100-6,3000 (2 Sealers)

100-6, 3000 BI7 (4 Sealers)

3000 BJ7. BJ8

DIRECT ORDER HOTLINE - OPEN 7 DAV5 A WEEK

BOO.6E7.7B7e

FAX:B05.E9H.H5B5

0VERSEAS:B05.6ai.340tJ

moss

•«••

•T m I ' I lHB •
Sunfast Cloth Tops & Tonneau Covers
Toonhance thequality ofyourmachnear-ddisplay yourpride,weottora unrje ot
Sur-tast Cloth Products carelulycratledwiththeIjiest workmanship Iwoweeks lor
deirve7.

Sunfast Tops
Color
Buck

100-4 MM
Tan

BUck

10C 6 BN4 to 68959 Blue
Tin

BUck

100-6 BH4 Irom 68960.3000 BT7 Blue

Pan No Regular

641 001 $630.00

641-002 630.00

64I-C03 63000

641-021 657.50

641-022 657 50

641-023 657.50

641-031 65750

641-032 66/60

641-033 657.50

641-011 642.50

641-012 642.50

641013 642.50

641-061 635.00

641-062 63500

641-063 635.00

541-071 685.00

641-072 66500

641-073 685 00
643-091 73/50

643-092 737 50

643-093 73/50

SALE!

$404.00

504.00

504.00

526.00

529.99
524.00

526.09

526.09

524.09

514.09
514.00

514.00

508.00

5II.M

501.90

541.00
541.14

548.00

590.00

590.09

590.09

100-6 BIG, 3000 BN7

3O00BJ7lo(D) 59371

3003 RJ7 Horn 69372. BJ3

Black

Blue

Tan

Black

3M

BUck

Blue

Sunfast Tonneau Covers
643 Ml 575.00 460 03

643-002 575.00 410.03

643-903 57500 460.00

643-021 607.50 486.00

643-022 607.50 486.00

643023 uo/.so 486.00
643-041 612.50 490.90

643-042 61260 499.00

543-043 01250 499.00

643-061 647.50 511.90

643-062 647.50 511.00

643-063 647.60 511.00

100 4lroni(b)46C5 Blue

Tan

All100-6,3000 (2 Scalers)
Black

Bme

Tan <

1C0-6,3000 BT/ (4 Sealers)
BUck

Blue

Tan

3000 BJ7. BJ8

BUck

BM
Ta-

Stowage Bags
i BNI.BN2 Side Curtain Bag
I BN4-BT7S de Curtain Bag

BJ7. BJS TopCover Bag Black
BJ7. BJS Tonneau Bag
BJ7. BJSTonneauRailBag

248-930

248-940

641-055
641-075

641-065

57 95

57.96

4995

59.95

44 95

was

39.95

47.95

35.95

Top & Tonneau Hardware
BN1.BH2 FrontTopBow 021-580
BN4-B17 FrontBow 600-080
BS6. BH7Frame Finisher
BN4-B17 tonneau Slitlener Set

BJ7. BJS Tcnneau Bow
BNI.BN2 lop Latch Set
BH4-BT7 TopLatchSet
BT74ster, rVHlop Iaich
BT74ster, l/H TopLalcn

021-786 2180 17.40

453-658 47.95 31.35

021-541 29.95 24.85

804-988 89.95 77.35

805-008 59 95
32.50

47.95

805-030 26.00

805-035 32.50 26.00

I,-... 236-440 4995 39.95

Cuiavenl 237-410 9995 79.94

Funnel 238-410 13995 111.94

IMiaton 237m 5 18995 174.95

Tyvek 236-445 4995 39.99

Duiavent 23/-450 99.95 79.95

Funnel 23S-450 139 95 111.95

UHralon 237-455 194.95 175.45

Car Covers

4 Sealer

EDi I e FOR SECURE ONLINE ORDERING GO TO: WWW. mOSSmOtOTS. COITI

SALE PRICES VALID FROM
August 19,2002 THRU September 27, 2002

Make YourSprite Hippy!

ORDER BY 3:OD P.M. WEEKDAYS YDUR LOCAL TIME AND WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY



null I I i ii (I il w I it 111 ixi • in'i \ 7 DAY5 A WEEK

8aO.EE7.787E

FAX:B05.E9B.H5B5

aVER5EAS:8DS.E81.34aa

moss

tiifili

Vinyl Tops & Tonneau Covers

XK120 Tonneau Ccr.tr

XK140 Rdsl Tonneau Cover

XKI50 Rdsl Tonneau Cover

E-Type 1961-71Top
E-TrpeV121971-74fop

Color Part No. Regular SALE!

011-350 5235 S5 $189.55
011-360 236 95 119.55

Black Oil 370 239 95 191.95
2417 289.95 231.95
24IS 255 95 223.55

Tyvek
Ouravent

236-445

237-490

45 0-j

99.95

39.95

19.94
Flannel 238-490 139 95 111.95

237-550 99 95 79.95
237-555 99.95 79.95
237-560 99.95 79.95

237-570 9995

99 95

79.95

79.95237-575
i1 :!. ,-| 237-580 9995 79.95

237-585 99 ~:, 79.95

Oashtop Repair Covers
•c«*J Oasn lop pic w.Uiih s m: ded ABScover. It's easier man

a completeoashpad lo knurl and a lotless expensive.Ccmplelewithadhesive&
liniiuct«ni

XJ6&XJ12 74-87 " 25-101 9600
XJS 25102 96 0O

78.90

761:

FOR SECURE ONLINE ORDERING GO TO: WWW. mOSSmOtOrS. COm

In (mm tfuumbm, thr Tk7mi
TRhwtrr iJodJ icllm (r20.000)
HotXOtT, ifif stylr fc.11 ytl lo liriuin
•1 dotchoice nmOH^ rnlbuiwili

restoliying their can opens Up a world ol new
possibilities by improving the brake systems,
replacing old technology suspension components
withperformance springs, shocks andbushings aswell
as tires and wheels, liven forced induction additions

are becoming commonplace, likewisewith upgraded
convertible lops and adding modern safety items.

While it has been nearly 23 years since the last
new MCB and Spitfire were offered up to the
American, the desire (or vintage British sports cars
has not declined. In fact, over the past three years

enthusiast clubs arc reporting
increased interest - especially

from younger owners, This is highly encouraging
news as wc must strive to keep our hubby alive and
not go the way of the American hot rod. as the
younger car enthusiasts shun this moiicy-inlcnsivc
niche.

It is the affoidabilityof the highei production
cars and the uniqueness of the more obscure models
that keeps the interest going. From a numbers and
investment standpoint, MCB, Spitfire, Sprue and
Midget represent a gieat way lo pass ihc- torch ol
Britishsports car popularity to a new generation©

POPULAR BRITISH SPORTS CAR PRODUCTION

RATE MAKE YEAR PRODUCTION

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

MG B 62-80

Triumph Spitfire 70-80

Triumph TR7 75-81

MG Midget 71-79

MG MGA 55-62

Triumph TR6 69-76

Triumph Spitfire 62-67

Austin Healey/MG Sprite/Midget 61-71

Sunbeam Alpine 59-68

Triumph Spitfire 67-70

Triumph TR3A 58-62

Jaguar E-Type 61-71

Austin Healey Sprite 58-61

Austin Healey 3000 59-68

MG TD 50-53

Jaguar XK8 97-00

Austin Healey 100 53-56

Austin Healey 100-6 56-59

MG C 67-69

Triumph TR3 55-57

Jaguar XK120 48-54

MG TF 53-55

Jensen Healey 72-77

MG TC 45-49

Jaguar E-Type 71-75

Jaguar XK140 54-57

665,000- -
165,850
112,368

110,000

101,081 "
94,619

82,982
80,363

69,251

65,320
58,236
57,230
48,999
42,925
29,664 • f
18,401

14,612

14,396
13,448

13,377
12,706
12,400 -«*fetfO
10,453

10,000 »
9382

8884

3 -34 •>

^OO
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Things Get Hot at an MG Rally By John Lane

It was a healed anniversary at the MC Car
Club's 50th annual Rally Clenwood
Springs. This year's event wascut short by
a freak wildfire that consumed more than

11,500 acres and caused S4.5 million in damages.
The event began on Friday wilh a guided tour

over some of the most beautiful countryside in
Colorado. Starling at Cunthcr Toody's '50s diner
in Arvada, the tour meandered past the Coors
brewery, over Lookout Mounlain, Squaw Passand
the 11,000-foot summit of Independence Pass

M FALL 2002 • UHIIISH MOTORING

before descending into Aspen and onward to
Clenwood Springs.

On Saturday morning almost one hundred
rallyistsof all skill levelswere greeted by a bright
sunny day and the promise of a challenging drive
through the back roads of Clenwood Despite
tricky instructions and a cattle drive on the rally
route, all the cars managed to navigate ihc course
wilh a minimum ol trouble. But as the rally
proceeded, none of the participants could have
realized that many of the roads they were

traveling through would later thai day be
engulfed in flames.

The lire began at approximately 1 00 p.m.
when strong winds caused an underground coal
lire that had been burning (or years to flare up,
taking control of the dry brush west of Clenwood
Colorado has been sullenng a drought for the pasi
few years and the lack of moisture has had many
residents worried about increased fire danger.

Most participants were blissfully unaware of
any trouble until much later in the day. After
completing the rally, participants noticed what
looked like smoke lo the west of town. Being

exhausted from a second long day of drivingin a
very hoi Austin I lealey, we quickly forgol about
the odd sight and went into the hotel to rest and
get cleaned up for the banquet later that evening.
It wasn't until about 630 that people began to
realize just how serious things were.

The smoke that had been off to the west was
now less than a mile from our hotel and we could
see the flames burning on the hillside across the
freeway. The hotel manager explained that while
West Clenwood had been evacuated because ol

smoke, we were not being evacuated at that time.
She was, however, very understanding when we
gathered our belongings and checked out of the
hotel.

Meanwhile, at the MCCC banquet, we were
assured thai we would be kept up to date on the
fire and thai the banquet would continue as long
as it was safe. We managed to get through
dinner, a couple of awards, and halfway through
a talk by long time Denver sports car icon Sam
Arnold before getting interrupted. The hotel
management told us that while there was no

official evacuation it was probably best that we
pack up and head for safer ground.

We were lucky to have packed our
belongings before leaving because many people-
had difficulty gaining entrance to their hotels. A
very Irightened Holiday Inn manager gave Stan
Edwards of ihc MCCC twominutes to emptyhis
room. " I wo minutes was more lime than we

needed," Edwards commented "Ijust wonder how
many people she gave two minutesto that night."

Finding the Healey blocked by a pickup
truck, we had some difliculty leaving the banquet,
which m the long run may have saved us hours ol
driving. 1-70 had been closed for sonic time
because of smoke, but when we finally got out of
Clenwood, that's exactly where we were directed
We found ourselves on a deserted interstate wilh
about three other British cars. Three hours later
we were safe in Denver and could only check the
Internet for Information on the blaze

While the 50th Clenwood Rally did not lurn
out as planned, after so many years the club is
not about lo give up on tradition The organizers
arc attempting to reschedule the car show where
they hope to have Sam Arnold finish his
interrupted talk Plans are already in the works
lor next year's Clenwood, though it hasn't been
determined if it will be called the 5lsl-annual, or
the 2nd-annual 50th. ©

FALL 200? • BRIIISH MOTORING 15
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all perky and cute like the big head caricature doll
you buy ai the fair

So back to present time, my English
compatriot (a knowledgeable chap) is telling me it
won't get out of the foothills liven a Model T Ford
can climba mountain .. tf youdo it in reverse gear.
Besides which, it's raining here in London, and I
know in the south ol France it isn't. I've got a lank
full of petrol, a Michelin map, a set of Douglas
Adams signature scries peril-sensitive sunglasses
(they turn completely opaque If anything bad
happens, so you don't have to sec it) and a good
fake Cohiba cigar to smoke on the side of the road
while waiting for the tow truck. I'm gone,

This is not a travel log, as recountingFrench
culinary delights and overnight stays in fomier
French castles is not my bag. I eat gas station
bam and fromage baguettes for lunch and stay in
two star hotels. Most of them actually had
showers, some even had soap for the showers.
Thankfully all of them had clean sheets.
However, the real purpose of our little adventure
is to get lost in the Alps.

They don't publish guides to obscure old
mountain roads with names like Col du Switchback
Perhaps they do, I'mgenerallyjust a bit loo lazy lo
find out who "they" arc. Besides, ihc Mule Michelin
Man on the frontof mymap iswhispering"Co there.
"Dial one is steep as all heck and there are patches of
ice and snow in the middle of all the tight turnsl"
Perhapsit washigh aliiiudedelirium,but I thought I
GOlild hear him. Exactly
duplicatingthe old Alpine
rally routes would take
planning and forethought
My plan was simply in
wake up in the morning,
look at the map and
randomly pick a direc
tion. I quickly learned
the squiggly lines in
yellow, typically named
Col du Something, were
exactly the sort of roads I
had in mind.

Now. about those
European drivers. Would
I be delayed for hours
behind creeping RVs? Is
the bus from the movie

The Italian Jobjusi around
the corner, rustingslowly
and still half blocking the
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road? Il did nol lake long to learn Mini velocities
arc no match for a French family in a lour-door
dicsel Passat station wagon. I like (he French; they
get up on the wheel and diive.

In our defense, the Mini and I were
handicapped by a lack of power and grip... and
luggage. Specifically, a 40-pound suitcase which
would not go in ihe boot Like jetsamon a stormy
sea it merrily bashed about in the back scat,
adding its considerable momentum lo cornering
loads. Race teams shy away from "moving mass"
handling technology. I had it in spades. Another
problem was flailing left arm syndrome, brought
on by flying maps and cameras in the passenger
seat. Funny thing, it always happens in the middle
of a downhill hairpin turn. Like little kids on ice
cream, the siufl in ihe passenger scat simply would
not stay put.

Swiss drivers deserve special recognition.
Perhaps I chose the wrong day, a Sunday, which
may possibly have coincided with a Swiss national
holiday. What would be a big long multisylabic
Cerman word meaning nalionalday-of-driving-
slowly? Thai's what day it was. Never bclorc have
I seen so many exotic machines idling along at a
walking pace.

At one point I had a Swiss gendarme following
me Uhoh. It'shardto knowIfyou'rebreaking thelaw
when you can't readthe signs They pulledup behind
meata light In theminor Icouldseeonepointat the
Mini and comment to his partner "Ja Franz. Lookat

1
the stupid Englishes
Thai thing won't gel
out of the foothills.".

They both laughed
uproanously. Then the
driver turned a comer

and disappeared.
Minis arc not

possessed of legendary
strength, particularly as
relates lo the front

suspension. To put it
bluntly, don't ever cud)
a Mini. If you like

turning ihe wheel left
to go straight, have at
il. Otherwise, don't
ever cud) a Mini. While

we're on the subject,
don't ever drive a Mini

off the edge of the road
to shoot photos of old
monasteries A day and
a half alter the monastery encounter I'd had my fill of
turning left to go straight The steering wheel was
listing about fifteen degrees to port. Idid not iclish the
thought of gesticulating my way through the
explanation process with a French-speaking mechanic,
one who could nol possibly understand why 1was Ai
not driving a Renault, and B: trying to push a Mini up
the Alpswhen everyone knows they'll never get out of
the foothills.

I orlun.ilely, daydreams lead to solutions. In this
case, a solution to the alignment problem. If it's easy
lo knock a wheel out of alignment going forward,
should it not be every bit as simple to do so in
reverse? If the offending wheel is pointing out,
would driving backwards into a curb knock it back
in? Is that a look of horror on your collective face?
Well bless my soul if on the second attempt, the one
where the car bounced up over the curb and kept
going, providence allowed I could once again point
ihe wheel where I actually wanted lo go.

There was collateral benefit to the innocent

bystanders at the rest stop, as they got to go home
and tell ihcir families about the crazy bearded
Englishman repeatedly bashing his car into a curb.
Had they known il was really an American driving,
they would no doubl have written oil the entire
incident. (Llgly American doing something Stupid,
so what else is new.) Perhaps now would be a good
tunc lo exit France and head for Zcrmatt,
Switzerland They have a mountain there designed

to look just like the Mattcrhorn at Disneyland.
Zcnnati's cable car ride to the 12,600-fooiAiguille
tlu Midi wasn't half as scary as Disneyland's
rollcrcoaslcr, but III grant the view of the Alps was
better than the view of Anaheim offered by
California's Mattcrhorn.

I he goal of any planned adventure is lo be able
to look back and say "Yes, that was great" I went lo
Europe in search of a new and different driving
experience. I climbed a pass paved with Belgian
blocks, which, m America, are called cobblestones.
If ever once you wonder which pans are most likely
to fall off your car, drive up a mountain road paved
with rocks set in a harmonic inducing pattern. The
scenic beauty of American mountain roads is often
littered with adopt a-lughway signs and warning
signs to let us know there arc curves and dips and
deer and driveways Old cobblestone alpine roads
stiffci mi such maladies.

My new and different perspective on driving
also included another taste of days gone by. There
was one pass in particular, the Col du Noguardrail.
or something like that. The drops were
considerable, with no arlificial means of keeping
you from driving off the edge. Strategicallyplaced
rock outcroppings would, however, impede your
progress as you nimble down the side of the

mountain. After 10days and 2700 miles, to show lor
my effort I have a dirty car, a sore backside, and an
overwhelmingdesire to go back and do it again. 0

BRITISH MOTORING 19



CAR%£MART
AUSTIN HEALEY

1950 A90 Atlantic 50K.miles,
good solid car, red interior, rare-
car in U.S. Runs great, have
manuals. Head, fuel, water
pumps, trans., brakes rebuilt.
$14,000 OBO 515-961-5118 or
319-277-3016. IA

1956 Austin Healey 100-I BN2.
Restored & upgraded OEW-
bluc/black Full UMans kit. 72-
spokes, front discs, alternator, oil
cooler, SS exhaust. Rust dec and
fast $22,000. Call 505-828-3606
or email tom.laury@att.net. NM

1*1TfT;^
V

#~* -
1

1963 Austin Healey 3000 MK
BJ7. Rollupwindowsand 60-sp
wheels. A cream puff thai I've
owned since 1975. Black
nlerior/whiie lop. 85.989 mile

$24,900. 802-878-3454 VT

1.
okc

1966 Austin Healey Mark III.
BJ8L Ice Blueover white. New
water pump, brake servo, steering
wheel, fuel pump, carpet, top and
fuel tank. Garaged. $22,000 obo
252-441-8216. NC

BENTLEY

1956 Bcntlcy Si. Smoke green
over sage, green int. RHD. leather
and wood v. good, paint good not
perfect, s s. exhaust, exc. brakes,
super reliable Pending adoption
forces sale. $16,000 OBO. Stuarl
203-488-63.33. CT

JAGUAR

1986 Jaguar XJ6 III Vnnden Plas
Racing green, tan leather. New
exhaust, belts,halogens, more.
Drivesand looks new. Records,
manuals. $10,500 invested Asking
only $6,850. Call 941-637-12 10 or
email biibkro@isni.net. Fl.
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MG

1952 MCTD. Restored from
1993-94.Sat Idle over 20 years in
CA. Dnvetrain near perfect. New
interior, leather scats. MCA nng
gear and pinion for highway
travel and much more. $16,000.
Call 210-651-661 I. TX

1952 MCTD. Yellow Maroon
Interior. $9,975. California
garaged, well maintained
original. Run great. Complete
Accessories, racks, side curtains,
lonneaus. Pictures available ("all
Pete 323-294-1902 or email
pfg!925(5|atlbi.com CA

1953 MCTD. Complete frame-
up restoration. Engine,
transmission, rear rebuilt.
Garaged. 5K paint job Asking
$18,000. Call 973-628-0288. Nj

1953 MCTD. Black, white top,
red interior. Same owner since
1956. Complete and running.
Good driver. New Moss Motors
red (burgundy) seals not installed
$9,000 obo. Call 360-652-8223
alter 8pm. WA

Check out Car Mart Online!
www.mossmotors.com, look at British Motoring

1954 TF-A. 14,000 original
miles. Standing on original tlrci
with nice chrome, new carpets
and tonneau. 15 years tn
museum, now I'm driving it
again, you can too. $22,700
OBO. 260-925-5962. IN

1962MCA MkU. Projectcar.
covered storage lasl 12 years
Engine rebuild 90% complete.
Block tanked and rebored New
pistons, bearings. New M( II! head
New water pump and tuning gear
(not yet installed). Other new
pans too numerous to mention.

Body and interior fan, some rust in
trunk area and rear quarter panels
$3,400. 310-372-7893. CA

1962 MCB. Ready for
restoration! Garaged. $2,000
obo. Call 503-289-3128 or

email tabasco@hevanet.eom.
Portland, OR

1962 MG Midget MKl 948CC. Red
with black interior. Rare ACT
Meicury wheel trims New onganial
color paint No rusl New tires Repair
history.Asking$6,600. 707 839 2654
ore-mail tarnak@wcbtv.net CA

1963 MGB Roadster. W.rcs,
luggage rack, cover, seat bells
Show winner Si2.750. Call
707-778-3775 CA

1972 MCB Roadster Green
w/tan interior. Unrcsiorcd

reliable strong runner w/Wcbcr.
Needs LLC! Have original SLI's,
radio. 2 Tonneatis. $4,1)00 obo
Call Paul 908-352-2282 or email

pwmgb@yahoo.com NJ

1973 MGB-GT Classic. 8250 miles
on rc-built engine. All new
interior, wire wheels, AM-FM
cassette stereo, power antennae,
rare air conditioning, pluswire
wheel spare pan<.Alldocuments,
shop manual. Records. Collection
of Moss Motois publications
Owner since 19731 Asking $4,500.
Call 909-622-5394. CA

mm
1974 MGB-GT.Very good
condition. New front scats. Drives

and rides like new No snow, ice or
salt Racing green, tan interior. 63,500
miles.$10,200. 843-524-1278.SC

1979 MCB Drop-head New (tics,
battery, accessories menu on
request. Call 949-496-3544. CA

TRIUMPH

I960 TR3. Red, show quality
restoration. All mechanicals
rebuilt to highest standards
ranhard, Konis, engine upgrades,
Ansa. Receipts, spares One of
the best in the U.S. at .my price,
$17,500. BlairmikeI@aoI.com
Call 864-329-0467. SC

1962 TR4. Good all around
condition Wood Dash. New top.
Black interior. 91,000 miles.
$9,500 Call 661-836 8529. CA©

We request a S10 service lee lor
each vehicle ad/ertisod. For an

additional $25 we will feature a

colorpholograpliolyour cur.British
cars only, no parts, exporters, and
no dealers please! Textis to ho 30
words or less and it helps sell the
car il an ashing price is quoted. II
using a creditcard lorpayment, be
sure to include your credit card
number and expiration date.
Closing date lor the next issue is
September 76. 2002. Please send
your ad, photo and remittance to:
Moss Motonng Sports Car Marl.
440 Ruthcrlord Street. Goleta.
Calitomia 93117. Wecannotaccept
ads via e-mail. Please label

photographs with name, address
and telephone number. Sorry,
photographs cannot be returned.
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