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old friends

By Wiley Davis

he glowing transparency sitting on the light
table said it all. Two boots, cut off at the
ankles by the top of the frame. Underncath
them the bonnet of a 1962 Lows Elite,
white with orange and blue stripes. The awner of
those boots, Mike Ostrov, had what | would call a
relationship with his automobiles. If those boots
scratched the car it was no matter... he would fix it
Like an old friend, the Lotus was intertwined with
Mike's life so completely that it was impossible for
him to be protective or neurotic around the machine,
Mike and the Lotus made one another comfortable.

This scene contrasts importantly with a photo
shoot near Mirage Lake outside of Los Angeles,
California, some months ago. The original intent was to
shoot a group of modified Mazda Miatas on the dry
lakebed. The presence of dust and the lack of
pavement, however, had the group in fits. We setlled
on shooting along the roadside instead. A strange dance
ensued. | would kneel down, put the camera 1o my eye,
focus and begin depressing the shutter release button
when suddenly, a person would leap into the frame and
begin licking their wheels clean. Actually, most of them
used a rag, but the fact remains that they could not let
me take a photo without making absolutely certain no
dust had settled on the their trophy queens.

The key to understanding this dissimilarity is to
understand  that  a  relationship
involves interaction and openness.
When dealing with automobiles this
means a willingness to leam about
the machine, to ask it how it's doing.
Tolisten to the valves and check the
condition of the spark plugs. It
means having a desire to learn
everything about the cr, how o
rebuild  the engine, adjust  the
carburetors and swap a transmission
It comes from recognizing that
appearance is only one tiny
component of the entire package.
Those with  solid automotive
relationships see a mechanical failure
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as a chance to tinker, not a hassle.

My first car was a Triumph TR6, given to me by
my Dad. | remember distinctly the day we began its
restoration in preparation for my obtaining a driver's
license, how we replaced the Huids and the ignition
components. An unanticipated excitement made my
lingers tingle when it fired up for the first time in
years. We drove it twice around the block, my dad's
car cocked slightly sideways... listening. When we
pulled into the driveway he said, "the timing needs
a bit of adjustment.*

"How can you tell?" [ asked.

"After you've driven it long enough you can
hear when something’s wrong.”

This was a bold new concept to a fiftcen-year-
old who, until then, had thought of cars as
unopenable boxes of mechanization. The idea thata
car communicated with its driver in subtleties and
via methods other than the gauges was the catalyst
for the relationship that developed. My car never
had a name, for it was a relationship built on
knowledge not contrivance

“It's a shame we can't find some puddles to drive
through,” says Mike, clearly a man secure in his
relationship. “Driving through water always makes for
good photos” Surely it does. An old pair of boots on
a hood, however, makes lor a good photo as well, @

UNION JACK HEADLIGHT COVERS
Vihefi wa saw these, we had lo have them,
Definitely not legal for driving, but these cnuﬁ!.

bbe a hil at your next car show.
169-205 $1995

THE WORKS MGS

by Mike Allison & Peter Browning

The authoritative story of all the MGs prepared by the

MG Car Company for international competition from the

1920s to the late 1960s. 320 pages, many Hlustrations. HOW TO RESTORE TR2,3,3A

212975 53995 by Roger Willlams \
The third in a serles covering Triumph sports cars. If you -
own an early Triumph, buy this book. It's been a long

» time coming, but worth the wait.

213-725 $2995
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SOLID COPPER HEAD GASKETS
We now stock .032 thick solid copper headgaskets for poputar applications.
These gaskets can be modified for overbored engines and have been a
secret ngredient of many high performance racing englnes. They can not

LICENCE PLATE FRAMES s
We commisionad a line of high quality licence plate frames to grace
your classic. Choose from bright stainless steel, or purposeful black

finished steel. be used on late Spitfire and TRE with recessed blacks.
Stainless Steel $34.55 Black Steel $29.95 MGB 387-505 $75.00
Austin-Healey 222-766 222-816 MGTD 387-510 $75.00
MG Safaty Fast 222-776 222-826 948, 1098 387-515 $75.00
MGA 222-786 222-836 Sprite/Midget 1275 387-520 $75.00
MGB 222-196 222-846 TR2-4A 387-525 $75.00
Triumph 222-811 222861 TRG 387-530 $80.00
Midget 222-875 222-850 Spitfire 1300-1500 387-545 §75.00
Sprite 222-880 222-855 Gaskel Sealant, Aerosol 387-500 $12.00




Elite Innovation

Lotus changes the nature of exotic supercars By Wiley Davis

The interior of the Elite is simple
and functional. It derives its
beauty from a truth that is
always at the surface.
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he business card that Mike Ostrov hands to

me is a focused peck into his personality

He presents, it upside down, revealing a

backside stamped with the words “Club
Elite” just below an outline of a Lotus Elite profiled in
red ink. Out of curiosity | turn it over to see what this
man does for a living

Judging by the hobby garage he maintains in a
quict backwater outside San Francisco, it is difficult
imagining him having an actual occupation. Unless
tinkering with vintage Lotus automobiles while
drinking beer can be considered a job, Mike seems to
be unemployed. When [ first talked 1o him on the
telephone | cautiously asked for permission to
photograph the Elite | heard he owned.

“Which one?" he asked.

"I didn't know you had two,” | said.

‘1 don't,” he countered. 1 own four... that are
running. | also have a Lotus Seven and a really
expensive tie-rack.”

“What colors are they?”

“I'l tell you what. Can you drive a stick?”

Yes

“Good. I you know anvone else that can drive a
stick we'll take the lot of them out for a drive and you
can take as many pictures as you'd like"

Two days Tater | am standing outside a small
garage with a gravel driveway. A green Lotus seven is
poking its nose into the sun through the open garage
door. Mike has come out with a handshake and a grin
The front side of his business card, | natice as he chats
up my gitllricnd, showing her some oddity on the
Seven, says that Mike was a certified financial planner
in his days before retirement. | scan the details and
notice that just below the phone numbers for the office
and fax machines (crossed out with black pen) is a
string of digits labeled "Shop Phone” This simple
rectangle of cardboard accurately classifies Mike
Ostrov's priorities. 1 am guessing that not much
“financial planning” was done at the shop.

This zealous devotion is fitting for the owner of a
Lotus. If it were not for zealousness, Lotus would not
even exist. Colin Chapman was all things to the
company. He was a masterful engincer that
revolutionized the racing world. He is a god among
young engineers. The student Socicty of Automotive
Engincers (SAE) is filled to capacity with college
students who worship Colin Chapman as if he were
Michael Jordan. Perhaps a better comparison, however,
wauld be with Dennis Rodman. Colin always did
things differently. He was responsible for papularizing
the mid-cngine layout and the monocoque chassis. He
was a fanatic about weight All Lotus cars are

lightweights. The Elite boasts a running weight of 1525
Ibs. This is an average number for a strect automobile,
not a special factory “lightweight" version. The Lotus
Seven is more of a feather at 1200 Ibs, with race-
prepped cars sometimes approaching the 800 lb, mark
The Lotus reputation, and soul, is based on
engineering. The ltalians have sultry design and fiery
passion, the Cermans have craftsmanship and
nglish have, with Lotus as the flagship,
an odd brew of engincering excellence, spotty design
and absolutely no craftsmanship. It is, completely, a
reputation that fits a fanatical tinkerer like a glove,

Lotus and Colin built their reputations on a
foundation of racing successes. But Colin was
resolved to establish Lotus as a manufacturer of upper
echelon GT cars, not just racing machines, Out of
this desire, the Elite was born

The Lotus Seven had been a consumer car,
technically, but it was by na means a GT. The Elite, on
the other hand, was every piece an elegant automobile.
Penned by Peter Kirwan Taylor, an accountant by
trade and designer by hobby, the Flite combined
graceful lines with Lows engincering. Central to the
concept, and a scary proposition even to the
groundbreaking Calin, was a monocoque structure
made entirely from fiber reinfarced plastic. .. fiberglass
ERP (think carbon fiber here) monocoques are
commonplace on exotic machinery today, but at the
time, it was off the map. Colin, bold as he was, was
unwilling to risk the company without first filling in
that map. He visited with manufacturers, took classes
and carried out a series of initial structural calculations
All of these convinced him that the idea was sound.

The interior of the Elite is simple and functional
[t derives its beauty from a truth that is always at the
surface. We are buzzing along at 60mph along San

petfection, the
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Pablo Dam Road. Mike is in the lead, flinging his
Cranberry Elite through the corers. | notice, again,
that | am hugging the center divider line oo closely,
the thwup thwup from the reflectors hit

1 the tires

lets me know this. | am not accustomed to driving a
right-hand drive car, Shifting is particularly odd, but
the German ZF gearbox, a unit that replaced the
MG-based gearbox in later production, shifts with a

ccision that | have not felt in any other car, [t feels
te

ike throwing a large toggle switch,
mavement and positive detents

The Elite is the lightest road car | have ever
Corners approach with a
atch 1y tires
but a light pressure (and | mean light) guides the
Lotus around the bend without even a squeal. Tiny
s on the | can be felt. € nes in

elfective, but the peda!
things stopped quickly and the feedback 15 vag:
8] g the car makes apparent its lev

sophistication, At the time, the

s Construct)

was a source of wonder and fear. Fiberglass |

course, been used extensively and successfi
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material for bodywork, but using it as a structural
material was not the same thing. For Lotus, it was a
steep learning curve. They brought in a consultant
from Ford named John Frayling who helped them
develop the molds necessary for production. He
eventually left Ford and took up a full-time position
with Lotus, developing the manufacturing techniques
needed to make the Elite project a reality.

When the Elite debuted at the 1957 International
Auto Show at Earl's Coun, it surprised even Lotus
emplayees. Not only was the project kept secret, it was
such a developmental hurdle that the people involved
with its construction were not sure if it would be
finished in time to make the show. In reality, it wasn't

When the car was put on display it lacked two
vital components: A driveshaft and a cooling
system. A journalist for Motor Sport magazine
named Denis Jenkinson, who was an avid Porsche
enthusiast, quipped, *If it didn't have a propshaft
and hadn't got any water, I'd buy i1

“Sold,” Colin quipped back.

The Elite came with the Coventry Climax FWE
engine. This powerplant was a derivative of a British
fire pump engine. Specifications that made it an
ideal portable pump power unit: lightweight (so that
wwo men could tote it round), reliable and

powerful, also made it an ideal
competition engine and many people
adopted it as such. The FWE in particular
was 1216cc with a 2.625" stroke and 2 3.0°
bare. Power output was an optimistic (as is
English custom) 75hp @ 6100rpm.
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After an early setback involving the differential
mounting points that failed due 1o improper layup
techniques during manufacture, the Elite proved the
viability of structural fiberglass construction.
Manufacturers like Ferrari, Jaguar, McClaren,
Lamborghini, and all race teams in the upper reaches
of road racing, use FRP construction today. The
Lotus Elite set a technological standard for GT cars,
giving the world what one commentator described
as, “a GT of untouchable graces... in miniature.”

We make it back to the garage late in the
alternoon. We are a matley collection, surrounded by
Elites of varying color and a mild breeze. Inside the
garage is a collection of parts and memorzbilia so
dense it appears 1o keep the structure standing, having
more of a presence than the 2x4s in the walls, There
are culaway drawings, extra body shells, an engine on
a test stand. We stand around {or awhile, talking about
cars and sail boats. Eventually | notice a decrepit Lotus
Seven hanging from the rafters. “What's that?” | ask.

“Oh that,” Mike says. “That's the world's most
expensive tie-rack.”

Hanging from the front grille are three neckties.
He wasn't kidding. Perhaps they serve as a throwback
to his days in financial planning. | didn't ask. @

I'he makes and models that L‘fhm::,l,‘t.i theu:

By Alan Paradise

LB oG v,

Early Jaguars, such as this XK140, belped bring the Britih sports car to America. These cars are rare by

production standards. From 1945-'s7 there were 20,962 XKs produced. Ford made more Thunderbirds

(21,380) in 1957 alone.

es, we love our British cars. The soul,

the romance, the connectivity of man

and  machine - these are the

fundamental  factors  that  have
cstablished loyalty to brand names like Jaguar,
MG, Triumph, Morgan, Lotus, Austin Healey,
Aston Martin, Sunbeam, and others.

By today's standards, nearly all classic British
sports cars would be considered limited or small
production. After all, in just two years Chrysler
has sold over 375,000 PT Cruisers. That's nearly
twice the number of all the Jaguars produced
from 1945 to 1963

As much as world economics and technology
have changed the method in which cars are
manufactured and sold, so too has the way in
which cars are viewed. New cars, in spite of the
marketing efforts, are remarkably appliance-like.
While this is finc for sales records, it has also
served as the catalyst to rejuvenate the classic
Hritish car market.

Many British sports cars are saddled with
obscurity, such as Allard, Alvis, Frazer-Nash, HRG
and TVR. Others changed the face of enthusiast
motoring and became highly desirable cars on a
warldwide basis. These popular makes and models
have become the cornerstone of the British car hobby.
Leading the way is MG, whose models are extremely

popular as the brand has maintained a loyal following
The same holds true for Triumph and, to a large
degree, Jaguar. Austin Healey enjoys popularity, in
large part due to the uniqueness of its big 100 and
3000 models, and to the more common Sprite and its
relationship to the MG Midget. In all, more than
80,000 Sprites and Midgets were sold in a ten-year
period from 1961-71. However, to put that figure in
context, 81,000 Henry | models were sold in 1951
While most people think “sports car” when
the topic of British cars is presented, the Henry |
clearly shows that, like any other market, the

One of the most affordable of all British sports cars, both
today and when new, is the MG Midger.
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bulk of production is nat reserved
for enthusiasts. Jaguar's most
famous car is the E-Type, with
just aver 63,000 produced from
1961-75. During the same
time, nearly 100,000 Mk 11
sedans were sold. This same
trend holds true of the present
Jaguar line — the XK supplies
the brand's sizzle, but the
S-Type is the company's steak
in the luxury car market

Owver the past 57 years the
British car hobby has clearly
been the foundation for
automotive restorers, The
ever-growing popularity of e ability t

'u'dn the car that best ideniifies the British car personali

33 restoration parls bas kept

5 the MG T series
larger number of 42,000 TCs,

these casy to work on, and fun ”)‘ and ”‘= ™ cxistence,

From 1962 to 1980 Triumph produced over 143,000
Spitfires, placing 1t second behind the MGB as the mosi
popular British sports car

to dnive sparts cars provides an all-
consuming passion that is difficult
to deny. When combined with the
casy availability of pars and
technical assistance, restoring or
restoliying (restored and modified)
MG, Triumph, Austin Healey or
Jaguar can be done without the
high cost and hassle associated
with German, ltalian, or cven
ﬁC'l‘{( AH'.C”C\]I‘ sports cars

As expected, the most
popular British sports cars have
the highest production figures
The MCH (665,000), MG
Midget/Austin Healey Sprite

(314,152} lead the way. All three models are
rchase and can be completely
rebuilt using re-manufactured components. Other
models that had fairly decent production numbers,
such as the Sunbeam Alpine (69,251) and Triumph
TR7 (112,368) have yet to find the mass appeal to
warrant aftermarket inclusion. In contrast, despite
the lower number of MGs from the late 19405 o
mid '50s (all models combined - 52,064) enjoy
growing popularity

mexpensive Lo

For the vast majority of British sports car
enthusiasts, restoration has been the road to travel
However, a growing number of owners, especially
with MG and Triumph models, are finding that

-

(190,363) and Triumph Spitfire  Like the XK 120 and 140, the E-Type screams British fashion axd charm
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HEMOYE

enovo Soft Top Care Products

The best car care you can give your tabile or vinyl comv

Mireovg,

tible 163, Water

based Renovo procucts clean, waterpros!, and revive tired lops safely

4 Color Part #

| Fabric Top Ory Cleaner 220-260
Fabric Top Rev 1L Blac 220-250

lack

Fabriz Top Reviver, 500 ML 220-270
Fabric Top Re 1L Blue 220-295
Fabric Top Reviver, 500 ML 220-300
Fabric Top Reviver, 1L 220-305
Fabric Top Reviver, 500 ML Brown  aa0310

| Fabric Top Water & Stain Proofar, 1L 220265

| Fabiic Top Water & Stain Prootes, 500 ML 220-280
Plastic Window Palish, 100 ML 220-255
Plastic Window Palish, 30ML 220275
Vinyl Soft Top Cleaner, 500 ML 220-285
Viryl Soft Top Protector, 500 ML 220-2%0

Price
$17.96
49.50
24.95
49,50
24.95
49.50
24.95
20.85
17.85
21.85
8.50
13.85
13.95

Prices Valid
August 19th Thru
September 27th, 2002

Look inside for the
highest guality vinyl
and cloth tops,

‘ tonneaus, and
f components
at super low prices!

FAX 805.692.2525
. OVERSEAS 805.681.3400
www.mossmotors.com

i
|
| 800.667.7872
|
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Over the years the MGB was equipped with three different designs of top bows. Early ! i3 W 4
cars came with either the stow-away lop, or a grey folding frame that scissored 1 New! i EN, :
towards tna center of the car. 1971-80 cars were equipped with an improved black Sunfast Cloth Tonneau Covers Dashtop Repair Panels
ing bow set. All of the frame sets are interchangable, and we offer a wide Please allow lwo weeks for dalivery, a ‘Reializs your old cracked cish 1op pad with this maled ABS &
range of tops for each design. Color PartNo.  Reguiar  SALEl complets dashpad 10 install and A lot less axpensive. Complets
Our Original Tickford tops are made in the UK and come mounted on a header rail £ Black 241441 $53100 | pAeA80 | W Part o'
ready 1o install on your frame. All tops feature installed rear snaps for convenient ‘ 188267 Tan 21451 53100 42480 | [oesr1 e “8IeN0
installation. | . Black 41-444 53100 42480 | 1276 453-895
7 1668-63 (w/o H/Rest Pockets) i uass 100 | 4ds0 | _ bt ety
= y Black U146 51525 41220 L% i g ESTRE 8T
Tops 1963-70 Stow-Away Frame A bt gl L ol S )| Car Covers | X v
ot N 1670-80 (With H/Rsst Pockats) Black 241-465 51525 41220 | = e A = l'.Urrl T
Color Part No Rogular SALE! < Tan 241476 515 25 a2 | Tyvek 236440 4995
| Wah Ficed Rear Window - ] B e B Houdiier Duawne 237420 9395
| Original Ticktard Viny! Black  250-040 $479.05 | $383,08 * I Tonneau Bows and Storage Bags 1l 238420 1309
Back 2250 27995 23085 | | _Thetwo pisce Tonneau Baw mounts benind the seat and keeps the covet or fop boot aul | Qtron____ 287,425, 199,95
v, e me | EmE [l G o 2o 52 8
| White 242-630 _ares | Tonneau Bow, LH 453-640 295 18.3% | Rubber Bumper Roadster el
With 2ip Out Rear Window L_n Top Installation Parts - All Years _ Tonneau Bow Stowage Big 242625 2695 21.55 | m.ﬂ.u,_ua MHWM ”w“ww
| suntast clot Black 242990 63500 | 588.00 MNewl = 5 PathNo.  Regular  SALEL |_Tonneau Cover Stowagz Bag 242605 3295 21,35 # Tyvek 296445 4995
| : Tan 242805 63500 508.00 NeW! [eager mai 00250 $17995  $14385 | | & Duravent 237440 9995
| Vinyt Back 242665 37500 300,00 MeW! | Header Rail Saal Retaingr 453600 9.5 785 | 3 235-40 13095
Frama Components | Header Rail Seal umu 610 1695 13.55 A . 2745 19495
[ Frame - i | 454450 16455 $19185 | Rear Anchor 8ar Ll & n..r.m_n 19,95 15.95 umxﬁvcﬁ..»‘hsm.nhﬁm L - iz E.M# 63.95
Frama - LH 454500 18495 13195 4 4 .ﬂ ¥.rd - a“
Frame Storage Bag MUEEI5 6095 595 Vinyl Tonneau Covers > ! g %
| Top Storage Bag 22600 47.95 LSO | Appheatlte Nistsd arm LHD, bul RHD versions may be spectd ordered.
All snags are Included and require installation to match ings on your car
Tops 1963-70 Grey Folding Frame [ ves2-67 == 23995 191,95
Original Tickdord Vinyl Black 250000 47095 | 343,08 1962.69 (wo HiRest Pockets) nags |10
ey Biack 242640 27085 22388 1870-80 (i Black 2955 19188
s Wnle 202670 27095 220,88 1559 (With | 7299 10195
| Mew Frame Assy 406-230 22495  184.45 | | 1970-80 W " 23995 | 191.95

Tops 1971-80 Black Folding Frame
om 1977 with improved ven!

and 2 brighter, quie! terior

| With Zip Out Rear Window

Onginal Ticktord Vil 250130 479495 388.75
UK Dull Cate Vinyl 242-685 26485
242655 271995 |
Rebbins Vinyl While 242695 21995
Tan 22295 27095 ,
— Back 242740 50995
Sl Cein Tan 22745 58395 |
Catiolet Dul Cote Vinyt Biack 242775 66893 ”

Black 242-795 G495

Catrriclet Stayfast Cloth Brown 242785 93485

With Fixed Rear Window :
Orlgnal Ticktord Vinyl Black 250-0B0 47095 383.95
Black 242645 270.85 223.95
White 242-60 27995 223.95
Top Boat 241485 139.85 11.95

Hobbins Vinyl

DIRECT ORDER HOTLINE - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
800.667.78B72
FAX:BOS.GU, 25HS SALE PRICES VALID FROM

August 19, 2002 THRU September 27, 2002

ORDER BY 3:00 P.M. WEEKOAYS YOUR LOCAL TIME AND WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY

OVERSEAS:B0S5.681.3400

FOR SECURE ONLINE ORDERING 60 To: WIWW. IMOSsmMotors.com




Calor Part No Regular SALE!

[ e Tn 245710 $52995 | SAZINS
|5 M Window Back 23715 52955 | A2a@s |
| A— Tan 243725 43035 25198 |
TE W Hogls Window Black 203720 43995 38195 1

" lan 243-735 43995 351.95

[ 102 Bow) Black 243730 43035 35195

|~ Tan 243745 43995 35198

| <t Back 243740 43995 35185

= Tan 243.755 43095  351.9§
| Black 243760 43095 38185 |

Vinyl Tops

[ 70 (280w) Black 242010 28095 23198 |
| TD{3Bow) Black 242110 289.85 2185 |
| 1¢ Back 242210 28995 23S |
| White._ 242220 28995 | 231,95 |

Stayfast Cloth Tonneau Covers

; 16 Full Tonneau

1D Fuil Tonneau

¥0 172 Tonneau
TF Full Tonnsau

TF 172 Tonneau

Tan 243850
Black 243-860
Tan 243-B70
Blagk 243-880
Tan 243-875
Black 243-885
Tan 243-890
Black 243-910
Tan 243-805

Black 243-915

Vinyl Tonneau Covers

D Full Tonneau

DIRECT DROER HOTLINE - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
800.667.7872
FAX:B05.692.2525
OVERSEAS:805.681.3400

241-220

B0k aaraz0

41998
419,98
419.95
419.95
249.95
249.95
419.95
419.95
249.95
248.95

26095
269.95

356.95
356,95
356.85
356,95
183,95
189.95
335.85
335,95
169.95
185,95

S S ey

2405
224,

FOR SECURE ONLINE ORDERING G0 T0: WWW. IMOSSMOTLOrs.coim

Side Curtain Kits

Kits Include 4 ste2l window frames, 4 covers, poliched stainless steel linishing strips and
all hardware. For cars with window frames in good condition, order our Re-Cover Kit

Color  PatNo Regubar
Staytast Side Curtaln Kis. :
- Tan 243768 §845.95
Back 243778 84595
e Tan 23760 39995
T Re:Coe Back 243770 3395
Tan 243-788 84595
T2 Bom) Black 3788 84595
) Tan 1780 39995
it Back 243790 39985
Tan 243-018 84595
T0.6 Bow) Back  243-828 B4595
Tan 243810 39995
D Lo Back 24180 33995
= Tan 243838 §45.95
Back 24184 84595
& ) Tan 243830 30995
TERy-Corer it Back 243840 39995
Vimyl Side Curtain Cover Kits
0 (2 Bow) pay | D56078 73085
TD Re-Cover Kit * 6210 2995
10 (3 Bow) paey | B6918 73935
T0 Re-Cover Kit 26310 2995
T Back 56955 73995
e Black 256110 289.95
Thhelowci Whie 256420 28995
Duck Side Curtan Ra-Cover Kits : =yt
T 2660 36495
0 (2 Eow) 6640 36495
O (3 Eow) 256-850 35495

SALE!

$676.75
676.75
318.85
319,95
676.75
676,75
319.95
319.95
676.75
676.75
319.95
318.95
676.75
676.75
319.95
318.95

591.95
231.95
591.85
231.95
591.85
231.95
231.95

Side Curtain Components

Stowage Bags 259-808 11995
TC Bolt and Nut Set 2524008 3095
TG Strip Set 252108 10495
T0-TF Nut & Bah Set 252018 3095
D (2 Bow) Strip Set 252208 104.95
10 (3 Bow) Strip Set 252308 10495
Top-Bow Assemblies
| 0 (2 Baw) 453345 280.95
10 (3 Baw) 453-355 28950
|| S S 453368 289.50
Car Covers T Eo et
Tyvek 236440 4985
Duravent 237400 9985
Flannel 238400  139.95
Nyion MG Logo 206015 6995

111.95
55.95

SPITFIRE mxiv & 1500

Tops and Tonneau Covers
Chooss # high quality Robbins Vinyl top or Ine beauty and longavity of Suntast Cloth tops.
Color Part Ko Regular SALE!

Vinyl Top 0 i 644-650 $25095  $207.98
Sun Fast Cloth Top Black €44-660 54905 995 |
Vinyl Tonneau Cover i 544-680 22895 18385 |

Top Boots
For Cars W/0 Hardtop Bk B44-690 15885 12195 |
ForCorsWardlop _64ds00  74n5 RN

Color Part No. Regular SALE!

L et Back 071931 83050 | §2890 |

Tonneau Covers
[ vingt Black 072481 27985 | 220.95 |

Car Covers

Roadster
Coupe

237520 9995 | 70.08
237505 9995 79.98

Duravent

Front Nose Mask
Protect the valuable front of your car from chips and nicks.

[are CBbck 071952 bods 8080

Top Seals =

[ Top Frame to Windshield Seal e81-180 1695 | 1388 |
| Centr  B03E65 695 55 |
| Seal Retainer V] 803-645 675 540

| M eo3ess 675 | 840

Dashtop Repair Panels
Revilaliza your old cracked dash top pad with this molded ABS cover. It's easier than 2
complete dashpad to install and a iot less expensive. Complete with achesive &

instructions.
SpMirt/GTS 1967-70 B44645 4895 | 34D |
Spatir/GT8 1971-80 _6ued 4355 e

Car Covers
: =1 ot
% Duavent 27610 9385 || 7048
Sptfre 1974-74 &
[ sontee 19717 Tyek 26440 4995 29 I

Front Nose Mask
Protect the tront of your car from chips and nicks. B,
| soutinscTs 1971-80 Duravent  236-310  104.30 855

SALE PRICES VALID FROM
August 19, 2002 THRU September 27, 2002

DROER BY 3:00 P.M. WEEKDAYS YOUR LOCAL TIME ANO WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY



vinyl Tops
Manufactured from Ihe finest materiais, Rotinins O 1yl 10ps are avaiable wilh o
without the correct reflective strips and rippered rear window. We alss offer 2 quality

UK manutactured ‘Dull Coat” vinyl top with zipper window.
Color PartNo_ ' Réguiar  SALE!
[ TR250 OE Style WrRefiectors B0-140 $35095  §287.05 |
| TRG CE Style WiReflzctors 640150 389.95 311,85
| TR250, TR6 Fixed Window Black G40-100  269.95 215.05 | ¥
TR250, TRE Zippered Window 640120 269.95 216,85 |
‘ TR250, TR6 UK Dull Coat 640-115  259.95 207.95 |
Vinyl"Tonneau Covers. . — 0. {
| TR250 644-000 20985 167.85
TRG (W/Headrest Pockets) Black 644-100 24650 197.20
| TR6 (W/D Headrest Pockets) 644-120 21995  175.95
“Sunfast” Cloth Tops
Manutactured of a fabric thal is extremely fade resistant, Sunfast cloth Is sngineered to
be solt and Nexible over a wide ranga of temperatures, yet highly resistant to sagging,

buliowing and shrinking. Featuring a zig-out rear window.
i lack B40-160
Tan B40-170

415.85
41595

51995

:’RE 0, TR6 Zippered Evm(.u; 512.95

Top Frame Covers
Maide in the UK ta match our intarior kits, these covers give a clean look to your car

with the top down. p NG LI AN
i e Black 844140 20095  167.95
| LightTan  644-195 20995  167.95
Black 644-150 20995  167.96
Chestnut 644-160 20995  167.95
| TAE Shadow Blue 644-170 20995  167.85
Light Tan 644-180 20995 167.95
New Tan 644100 20095  161.88
Top Installation Parts
| Webbing Set 644-285 5.95
| Front Seal to Windshield 681-040 10.35 I
{ Front Seal Retainer, Center 803-665 555
Front Seal Retainer, LH 803845 5.4 \
Front Seal Retainer, RH 803-655 5.40
| Side Front Seal to Glass 11 681-050 2.35
| Channel for Frant Side Sea! 203-625 465 |
| Side Rear Seal to Glass 13" 661-050 2.35
| Channgl for Rear Side Seal 203635 an |
_Car Covers St Wk - - "
LA Tyvek 236-445  49.95 39.95
Duavent  237-420  99.85 79.95
| TRZS0. TRG (1hru 1573) Fannel  238-420  130.95 | 111,85
Ouravent  237-450 99.95 79.95
JATR4 678 a0y Famel 203460 13395 11195

Cockpit Covers

Hot sun, wind and dirt wil slowly but surely destroy your interdor. Our cockpit cover
serves the vital function of profecting your inferior without the bulk of a full tonneau o
| TR250-TRE

237.600 4495 | 25.95

|
|
|
DIRELCT ORDER HUTLINE - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK A I

800.667.7872
FAX:B05.692.2585
OVERSEAS:B05.681.3300

FOR SECURE ONLINE ORDERING 60 T0: WIWW. IMTOSSMOotars. coim

Our Triumph vinyl products are designed to the correct original factory specitications 1ot
proper {it and appearance, Manu'actured from top quality vinyl bonded to mildew resistant
fabric, they feature heat-sealed windows and sturdy stitching throughoul. Heat sealing will
nol bubble ar fall over tme a5 do most glued reintorcaments. Includes all necessary
hardware and instructions.

Vinyl Tops

Color Part No.  Regular
[ TR2-310 7522013 Black 640020 $279.35
| TR3trom TRS22014 ol el Lo
by Back 60960 27395
Whits 640070 27985

Black
e B ot

Vinyl Tonneau Covers

o Black 644000 26995

T2 3 i1z Whie 644010 26995

from TRS Back 644020 20995

TR3 from TRS41743 s S e

T Back 644040 20095

| White 644050 20095

TRIA Black 644060  209.95
Vinyl Side Curtains

| Black 259218 61485

| TR2-3t0 TS

| Lol Whle 259228 63995

. Black 250688  490.95

LB ion TEestd Whds 250728 53995

Vinyl Hoodstick (Folded Top) Covers

For a finished look whén Ihe 1og's down.

TS5255 €44-220 10355
R2-3 from 155256 Back 544230 9395
m TS41743 - 84 9955
844-260  150.95
Top Installation Parts
Black Webbing 644-280 "5
| _TR4 Seal Retainer Set 644275 4995
Car Covers
| Tyvek 236-440 4955
| Ouravent  237-410  59.95
TR2
* flannel  233-410  139.95
Urralon 237415 189.85
I Tyvek 236445 4995
| TR4-4A Duravent  237-420 9995
| Flannel 233420 139.95
| Utlon 237425 199.95

Cockplit Covers
Hot sun, wind and dirt will slowly but surely dastroy your interior. Our cockplt cover
serves the vital function of protecting your interior without the bulk of a full tonneau
0F Car cover.

w40 05 39 |

| TR4-4A

SALE PRICES VALID FROM
August 19, 2002 THRU Septemher 27, 2002

ORDER BY 3:00 P.M. WEEKDAYS YOUR LOCAL TIME ANO WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY




=¥
Sunfast Cloth Tops & Tonneau Covers

To enhance the quality of your machine and display your pride, wo oter a range of
Sunfast Cloth Products carefully cratted with the finest workmanship. Two weeks lor
delivery.

Tops & Tonneau Covers
Our convertible top kits and Lonneau covers are manufacturad ta the original specifications,

patterns, and colors. Includes aill necessary fasteners and instructions.

Vinyl Convertible Tops
. e Sunfast Tops

Coor  PaiMo  Regular  SALE!
Back 021525 $28095  $4LT6 Color PartNo. Rogulwr SALEL
1004 Blue 641000 28995 23178 Blck 641001 $63000  §504.00
Hed 41955 28095 276 | 1004 Blue 41002 63000  B400 |
Back 021527 35995 30035 Tin 841003 63000  504.00 |
f 100-6 BN4 to 68959 Blue B1020 36995 30335 Black 641021 65750  526.00
; ; Whte 021528 36955 30338 100-6 BN 10 68959 e 841002 65750  626.00 |
) Back 021620 36955 30935 T 41023 65750  628.00 |
100-6 BNA from 60960, 3000817 g 1010 36995 | W3S Bk 641031 65750 52600 |
Buck  B41030 20395 245,95 1006 BN4 trom B5960, 3000 B17 B41-032 €5750 526,00
1006, 3000 817 (4 Seatars) Blue 841050 29985 24595 B41-033 65750 526,00
Whie 641040 20985 245,88 | BALOI1 64250 514,00
Fied G145 29995 24695 | 100-6 B, 3000 BN7 012 61250  514.00
3000 BJ7 ta () 59371 Black 021531 36995  303.35 841013 B4250 51400
Red 641065 36995 30335 §41-061 63500  508.00
3000 BJ7 from 58372, 3.8 Black 021533 26095 22138 3000 87 to (o) 58671 41052 63500  508.00
Blve 641080 26085 2135 §41063 63500  508.00
BI0TI 63500 54.00
Vinyl Convertible Top Boots 3000 BJ7 trom 59372, BJE 641-072  685.00 548.00
: B41073 68500  B4B.OQ
‘ i Back  B43.091 73750  590.00
| a7 Bori MBI 2005 151 | g Top bool Boe 643092 73750 59000
\ Red G305 20885 A72M ; i porgseilicliordll - |
| White 843100 20995 172,15 ; .
| N | Back 643090 18395 18575
I N | o Blue 843130 18995 15578 Sunfast Tonneau Covers
| Fed #3125 18995  1SA7B Bick 6001 57500 | 460.00
Wnte  B43120 18995 15878 1004 trom (4}4605 Blue 643002 57500  460.00
¢ Tan 643-003 57500 460.00
Black G301 60750  486.00
AVl 100-6, 3000 (2 Seaters) Blue 4302 E0750  486.00
Tan 543021 €07.50 486,00 |
Back 643041 61250  490.00 ‘
100-6, 3000 BT7 (4 Seaters) Blue B3042 61250 49000 | ‘
7 Tan 643043 1250 490.00
i Back  B43061 BATEC 51800 |
; 3000 87, BJ6 Bive 843062 64750 S1B00
b Tan 543083 BATS0  S18.00
o Stowage Bags
B Side. Curtsin Sots | ‘o1, B2 Side Curtain Bag 2800 6795 MBS
g ¢ | Black  259-108 409,85 348.46 | BN4-BT7 Side Curtain 339 248840 5795 45.95
j 50 BN1, BN Blue 260118 40095 4848 87, BJE Top Cover Bag Black 641055 4995 3095
’ Red  259-138 40985 846 U7, BJ8 Tonnezu Bag 641075 5895 47.95
! BN4-ET7 WA 259208 35955 305.98 847, BJ8 Toansau Rail Bag  B41085 4495 3595 |
o) Vinyl Tonneau Covers Top & Tonneau Hardware
N I Biack 021535 21985  178.08 BH1, B2 Front Top Bow 021-560 2695 2075 |
l & | 1004 1um fohsos Blus 43010 21885 | 1T BNABT7 Front Bow 80G-00 9450 7560 |
M . Write 643000 21995 17595 3NE, BN7 Frame Finlsher 021786 2180 1740 |
o | Red 643005 21905 _ 116.85 BN4-B17 Tonneau Stiffener Set 453658 4795 3835 ‘
i Al 1006, 3000 (2 Seaters) Back 02153 37995 30395 | BJ7, BJ8 Tenneau Bow 021-541  20.95 2485 {
‘ i Blue 643030 37085 | 303.95 | 81, BN2 Top Latch Set 804568 8955 718
; Back 2157 24835 [ENLES | BNABT7 Top Latch Sat 805008 5055 4795
: 100-6, 3000 B17 (4 Seaters) 3"“‘;! ﬁgﬁfﬁ g:g g: :“: | BT dster, R Top Lach 805080 3250 2600 4
W Svoa ok RN BT dster, L/H Top Latch §05035 3250 2600 [
Black 02153 26985 21885
3000 BJ7, BJS Blua 643070 26995  216.85 Car Covers -
White 643060 76935 21895 ek 236440 4995 3998
T Cuavenl 237410 9995 TH86
DIRECT ORDER HOTLINE - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK = Fumel 238410 13885 1115
Utakn 237415 18995 \7B8S
800.667.7872 | Tk zeds g S
Duravent  237-450  99.95 .95
FAX:805.692.2525 | 4seawr Fannel 208450 13985 11188
Ultralon ~ 237-455  194.95 175.45

OVERSEAS:BO5.681.3400

“ FOR SECURE ONLINE DRDERING G0 T0: WW WL IMOSSMOoLOrs.coim

|

=7."‘4nnnn:\udi\:'. - e — a complels dashpad tg Install and a lot less expensive. Complets with sghesive
| Bugeys Black 241-270 27495 219.98 i & instructions,
e, wa i ms BEEH [ COMTE
1967-0N (No HRests) 241200 24995 | 199.96 |
Black
1967-0N (With WPests) 241300 24600 20070 | Car Covers
[ Tyek 236440 4095
| o rr4 Dutavert  237-460  99.95
Flannel  236-460  139.95
Tyvak 236440 4995 39.95
1975-08 Duravent  237-470 99.95

Top Cover

Side Curtains & Header Rail Seals

Vinyl Tops

Includes all necessary snaps, 1astenars, and Instructions. Header rail and rear anchor
bar are not included.

| S0 ”» __ Coler Part No.  Regular SALE!
Sugeya WiShield Studs T 242180 $24650 | §iaT
Bugeye W/Shield Rod ® 242185 24650 1920
1962-0M WiSide Curtakns Bhck 242190 24650  197.20
1864-66 (Winding Wincow) A 242-185 24395 190.15
196768 (8 Studs) Black 242175 23985 19195
1959-ON (6 Studs) 242200 23985 19195

O Typo Feplacement Top WiHeas Rai BT 24 i
1959-O (6 Studs) Black 242-205 44095 38995

¥ -

Top Frames

! N _PartMo.  Regular  SALE!
Bugeye 400630 §19495 §155.95
1962-0N W/Side Curtains 400648 19495
| 1964-86 (Wincing Window) 400658 23995
| 1967-0N 400-680 23395 20635
Vinyl Tonneau Covers Dashtop Repair Panel

Includes all necessary snaps, tasiensrs, and instructions, Header rail end rear anchor bar Revialize your old cracked dash top pad with this moided ABS cover, It's easier than

Flannel
Ultralon

238-470
237-475

138.95
189.95

1967-0N

Black

I 41525 14298 114.35

“Side Curtain Set

w0678 31995 20798
Header Rail Seal 453-610 16.85 13.58
Haader Rail Seal Ratsinar BIG0 795

635

Make Your Sprite Happy!

SALE PRICES VALID FROM
August 19, 2002 THRU September 27, 2002

DROER BY 3:00 P.M. WEEKDAYS YOUR LOCAL TIME ANO WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY




- Fas
e, .

Vinyl Tops & Tonneau Covers
1 Color PartMo.  Regular  SALEI

LN IR ALY = e SR ST
5 | XK120 Tonngau Cover 011350 $23695  $189.55 1
| XK140 Rdst Tonneau Cover 011360 23695 189.55
P F XK150 Rdst Tonneau Cover Black 011-370 23995 101,85
SR | EType 1961-71 Top 417 55 SRLWE
: E 1- 2418 25685 17388 |

Tyvek 236-445 4995 39.95 |
4 Duravent  237-490 98.95 88.95
n XK120-150 Frannel 238-490 13995 111.85
E-Type 1961-71 {exc. 242) 237-550 2995 79.85

E-Type 242 1965-T1 Ouavent 237555 9995 79.85
E-Type V12 0TS 1871-74 T 231560 6995 70.85 |
E-Typa V12 242 1971-73 237-570 9985 7985
XJ6 Sedans I, 11 1968-80 231575 9995 70.85

XJ6 Sedans 1981-87 Duravent  237-580 9995 7995 |

237:585 9305 795 |

top pag with this moided ABS cover. It's easier than
1 lol less expensive. Complele with adhesive &

| BOOD.667.7872
| FAX:B05.692.2525
OVERSEAS:805.681.3400

FOR SECURE ONLINE ORDERING G0 T0: WWW. IMOssmotors.caom

restofiying their cars opens up a world of new
possibilities by improving the brake systems,
replacing old technology suspension components
with performance springs, shocks and bushings as well
as tires and wheels. Even forced induction additions
are becoming commonplace, likewise with upgraded
convertible tops and adding modern safety items.
While it has been nearly 23 years since the last
new MGHB and Spitfire were offered up 10 the
American, the desire for vintage British sports cars
has not declined. In fact, over the past three years

In terms of numbers, the TR7 and
TR& were good sellers ( 120,000).
However, the style bas yet to become
a hot choice among enthusiasts

enthusiast clubs are reporting
increased interest — especially
from younger owners. This is highly encouraging
news as we must strive to keep our habby alive and
not go the way of the American hot rod, as the
younger car enthusiasts shun this money-intensive
niche.

It is the affordability of the higher production
cars and the uniqueness of the more obscure models
that keeps the interest going. From a numbers and
investment standpoint, MGR, Spitfire, Sprite and
Midget represent a great way o pass the torch ol
British sports car popularity to a new generation. @

———POPULAR BRITISH SPORTS CAR PRODUCTION

RATE MAKE MODEL YEAR PRODUCTION

1 MG B 6280 665,000~ < 173,24 =
2 Triumph Spitfire 70-80 165,850

3 Triumph TR7 75-81 112,368

4 MG Midget 71-79 110,000

5 MG MGA 55-62 101,081 v

6 Triumph TR6 69-76 94,619

7 Triumph Spitfire 62-67 82,982

8 Austin Healey/MG Sprite/Midget 61-71 80,363

9 Sunbeam Alpine 59-68 69,251

10 Triumph Spitfire 67-70 65,320

1 Triumph TR3A 58-62 58,236

12 Jaguar E-Type 61-71 57,230

13 Austin Healey Sprite 58-61 48,999

14 Austin Healey 3000 59-68 42,925

15 MG TD 50-53 29,664

16 Jaguar XK8 97-00 18,401

17 Austin Healey 100 53-56 14,612

18 Austin Healey 100-6 56-59 14,396

19 MG c 67-69 13,448 - A OUA
20 Triumph TR3 55-57 13,377

21 Jaguar XK120 48-54 12,706

22 MG TF 53-55 12,400 ~ AL 0T
23 Jensen Healey 72-17 10,453

24 MG TC 45-49 10,000 v

25 Jaguar E-Type 71-75 9382

26 Jaguar XK140 54-57 8884

FALL 2002 = BRITISH MOTORING 13



Things Get Hot at an MG Rally

t was a heated anniversary at the MG Car
Club's  50th annual Rally Clenwood
Springs. This year's cvent was cut short by

a freak wildfire that consumed more than
11,500 acres and caused $4.5 million in damages.
The event began on Friday with a guided tour
over some of the most beautiful countryside in
Colorado. Starting at Gunther Toody's ‘50s diner
in Arvada, the tour meandered past the Coors
brewery, over Lookout Mountain, Squaw Pass and
the 11,000-foot summit of Independence Pass

14 FALL 2002 + BRITISH MOTORING

By John Lane

before descending into Aspen and onward to
Glenwood Springs.

On Saturday morning almost one hundred
rallyists of all skill levels were greeted by a bright
sunny day and the promise of a challenging drive
through the back roads of Clenwood. Despite
tricky instructions and a cattle drive on the rally
route, all the cars managed to navigate the course
with a minimum of trouble. But as the rally
proceeded, none of the participants could have
realized that many of the roads they were

traveling through would later that day be
engulfed in flames.

The fire began at approximately 1.00 p.m.
when strong winds caused an underground coal
fire that had been burning for years to flare up,
taking control of the dry brush west of Glenwood.
Colorado has been sulfering a drought for the past
few years and the lack of moisture has had many
residents worried about increased fire danger,

Most participants were blissfully unaware of
any trouble until much later in the day. After
completing the rally, participants noticed what
looked like smoke to the west of town. Being

exhausted from a second long day of driving in a
very hot Austin Hlealey, we quickly forgot about
the odd sight and went into the hotel to rest and
get cleaned up for the banquet later that evening.
It wasn’t until about 6:30 that people began to
realize just how serious things were.

The smoke that had heen off 1o the west was
now less than a mile from our hotel and we could
see the flames burning en the hillside across the
freeway. The hotel manager explained that while
West Glenwaood had been evacuated because of
smoke, we were not being evacuated at that time.
She was, however, very understanding when we
gathered our belongings and checked out of the
hotel.

Meanwhile, at the MGCC banquet, we were
assured that we would be kept up to date on the
fire and that the banquet would continue as long
as it was safe. We managed to get through
dinner, a couple of awards, and halfway through
a talk by long-time Denver sports car icon Sam
Arnold before getting interrupted. The hotel
management told us that while there was no
official evacuation it was probably best that we
pack up and head for safer ground.

We were lucky to have packed our
belongings belore leaving because many peaple
had difficulty gaining entrance to their hotels. A
very frightened Holiday Inn manager gave Stan
Edwards of the MGCC two minutes to empty his
room. “Two minutes was morc time than we
needed,” Edwards commented. “1 just wonder how
many people she gave two minutes to that nighe”

Finding the Healey blocked by a pickup
truck, we had some difficulty lcaving the banquet,
which in the long run may have saved us hours of
driving, 1-70 had been closed for some time
because of smoke, but when we finally got out of
Glenwood, that's exactly where we were directed
We found ourselves on a deserted interstate with
about three other British cars. Three hours later
we were safe in Denver and could only check the
internet for infarmation on the blaze.

While the 50th Glenwood Rally did not wrn
aut as planned, alter so many years the club is
not about to give up on tradition. The organizers
are attempting to reschedule the car show where
they hope to have Sam Arnold finish his
interrupted talk. Plans are already in the works
for next year's Glenwood, though it hasn't been
determined if it will be called the 51st-annual, or
the 2nd-annual 50th. @
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By Robert Goldman

out

M\ oure doing what? In a Mini> I'll never make
ot the footl ss up the Alps” they all
said, Shortly before my 40th birthday, the AARP
sent me a membership card. It wasn't a real one but

a cleverly disguised "invitation ta j | never really thought of

ly old, even before approaching the mark

mysell. However, the signs were there, AARP notwithstanding —

a midlife crisis.

10 as being offici

it was high time to schedu

Let's be honest, we don't nor

ly think ol crises as being
scheduled, but with a year's worth of planning it cannot be said
cous decision. For the first time in my life, 1
was going to do something fun and totally non-business related
Let's se

this was a spi

I could go sit on the beach... no. What about climbing
the Alps in a Mini? Hey now, there's an ideal” As Tuck would
cw ald Mini v storage on the outskirts ol
go over the 1 old thing in a moment. Right
now we're busy planning.

Drive down to Monace. Check. Do the Grand Prix, Check
Sorry,
matters, The Mint I'm driving was purchased brand new in 2000
However, it's not the "New Mini” as currently seen at your local
BMW dealer. It is the old style Mini just like thase you could buy
1967, right down 1o the BMC A-series pushrod lump and five-speed
gearbox (with four of them forwand). It still has its body seams on

have

the outside for casier corrosion.

In fairness, there have been some upgrades, like intermittent
wipers. Okay, forget that one. As the sales brochure says, they've
doubled the number of heater blower speeds Ir
otherwise known as loud and louder. The car was returned to Rover
they

one to two,
for its first sched nce at 1000 miles; whercup
ucd the head and ad
1 making all this up, I'm n¢
service is listed right there in the
By my reckan inda. On
got 13-inch M te-style wheels, big wide
er stripes and about 57 lamps on the front. It's

sted the valves

. The 1000-mile
erms of the

one-year war

the plus side,

tender flares, C
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all perky and cute like the big head caricature doll
you buy at the fair.

So back to present time, my English
compatriot (a knowledgeable chap) is telling me it
won't get out of the foothills. Even a Madel T Ford
can climb a mountain... if you do it in reverse gear.
Besides which, it's raining here in London, and |
know in the south of France it isn't. I've got a tank
full of petral, a Michelin map, a set of Douglas
Adams signature scries peril-sensitive sunglasses
(they turn completely opaque if anything bad
happens, so you don't have to see it) and a good
fake Cohiba cigar to smoke on the side of the road
while waiting for the tow truck. I'm gone.

This is not a travel log, as recounting French
culinary delights and overnight stays in former
French castles is not my bag. 1 eat gas station
ham and fromage baguettes for lunch and stay in
two star hotels. Most of them actually had
showers; some even had soap for the showers.
Thankfully all of them had clean sheets.
However, the real purpose of our little adventure
is to get lost in the Alps.

They don't publish guides to obscure old
mountain roads with names like Col du Switchback.
Perhaps they do, I'm generally just a bit too lazy 1o
find out who “they” are. Besides, the little Michelin
Man on the front of my map is whispering “Co there.
That ane is steep as all heck and there are patches of
ice and snow in the middle of all the tight twrns®
Perhaps it was high altitude delirium, but | thought |
could hear him. Exactly
duplicating the old Alpine
rally routes would take
planning and forcthought.
My plan was simply 1o
wake up in the morning,
look at the map and
randomly pick a direc-
tion. | quickly learned
the squiggly lines in
yellow, typically named
Col du Something, were
exactly the sort of roads |
had in mind.

Now, about those
European drivers. Would
I be delayed for hours
behind creeping RVs? |s
the bus from the mavie
The Malian Job just around
the corner, rusting slowly
and still half blocking the
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road? It did not take long to learn Mini velocitics
are no match for a French family in a four-door
diesel Passat station wagon. 1 like the French; they
get up on the wheel and drive.

In our defense, the Mini and | were
handicapped by a lack of power and grip... and
luggage. Specifically, a 40-pound suitcase which
would not go in the boot. Like jetsam on a stormy
sea it merrily bashed about in the back seat,
adding its considerable momentum to cornering
loads. Race teams shy away from “moving mass”
handling technalogy. I had it in spades. Another
prablem was flailing left arm syndrome, brought
on by flying maps and cameras in the passenger
seat. Funny thing, it always happens in the middle
of a downhill hairpin turn. Like livle kids on ice
cream, the stuff in the passenger scat simply would
not stay put.

Swiss drivers deserve special recognition.
Perhaps | chose the wrang day, a Sunday, which
may possibly have coincided with a Swiss national
holiday. What would be a big long multisylabic
German word meaning national-day-of-driving-
slowly? That's what day it was, Never before have
I seen so many exotic machines idling along at a
walking pace.

At one point | had a Swiss gendarme following
me. Uh oh. Its hard to know if you're breaking the law
when you can't read the signs. They pulled up behind
me at a light. In the mirmor | could see one point at the
Mini and comment to his partner “Ja Franz. Look at

the stupid Englisher.
That thing won't get
out of the foothills.".
They both  laughed
uproariously. Then the
driver turned a comer
and disappeared.

Minis are not
possessed of legendary
strength, particularly as
relates to the front
suspension. To put it
bluntly, don't ever curb
a Mini. If you like
turning the wheel left
o go straight, have at
it.  Otherwise, don't
ever curb a Mini. While
we're on the subject,
don't ever drive a Mini
off the edge of the road
to shoot photos of old
monasteries. A day and
a half after the monastery encounter I'd had my fill of
wming left o go straight. The steering wheel was
listing about fifteen degrees to port. | did not relish the
thought of gesticulating my way through the
explanation process with a French-speaking mechanic,
one who could not possibly understand why [ was A:
not driving a Renault, and B: trying to push a Mini up
the Alps when everyone knows they'll never get out of
the foothills.

Fortunately, daydreams lead o solutions, In this
case, a solution 1o the alignment problem. If it's easy
to knock a wheel out of alignment going forward,
should it not be every bit as simple to do so in
reverse? If the offending wheel is pointing out,
would driving backwards into a curb knock it back
in? Is that a look of horrer on your collective face?
Well bless my soul if on the second attempt, the one
where the car bounced up over the curb and kept
going, providence allowed ! could once again point
the wheel where | actually wanted to go.

There was collateral benefit 1o the innocent
bystanders at the rest stop, as they got to go home
and tell their families about the crazy bearded
Englishman repeatedly bashing his car into a curb,
Had they known it was really an American driving,
they would no doubt have written off the entire
incident, (Ugly American doing something stupid,
so what clse is new.) Perhaps now would be a good
time to exit France and head for Zermatt,
Switzerland. They have a mountain there designed

to look just like the Matterhorn at Disneyland.
Zermatt's cable car ride to the 12,600-foot Aiguille
du Midi wasn't half as scary as Disneyland's
rollercoaster, but Il grant the view of the Alps was
better than the view of Anaheim offered by
California's Mattechorn.

The goal of any planned adventure is to be able
to look back and say “Yes, that was grear” | went to
Europe in scarch of a new and different driving
experience. | climbed a pass paved with Belgian
blocks, which, in America, are called cobblestones.
If ever once you wonder which parts are most likely
to fall off your car, drive up a mountain road paved
with rocks set in a harmonic inducing pattern. The
scenic beauty of American mountain roads is often
littered with adopt-a-highway signs and warning
signs 1o let us know there are curves and dips and
deer and driveways, Old cobblestone alpine roads
suffer no such maladies.

My new and different perspective on driving
also included another taste of days gone by. There
was one pass in particular, the Col du Noguardrail,
or something like that. The drops were
considerable, with no artificial means of keeping
you from driving off the edge. Strategically placed
rock outcroppings would, however, impede your
progress as you tumble down the side of the
mountain. After 10 days and 2700 miles, ta show for
my effort | have a dirty car, a sore backside, and an
overwhelming desire to go back and do it again. @
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Check out Car Mart Online!

www.mossmotors.com, ook at British Motoring

I CARSEMART

AUSTIN HEALEY

1950 A90 Atlantic 50K +miles,
good solid car, red interior, rare
car in U.S. Runs great, have
manuals. Head, fuel, water
pumps, trans., brakes rebuilt,
$14,000 OBO. 515-961-5118 or
319-277-3016. 1A

1966 Austin Healey Mark IIl.
BJ8L. Ice Blue over white. New
water pump, brake serva, steering
wheel, fucl pump, carpet, top and
fuel tank. Garaged. $22,000 obo
252-441-8216. NC

BENTLEY

1956 Austin Healey 100-4 BN2.
Restored & upgraded. OEW.
blue/black. Full LeMans kit, 72-
spokes, front discs, alternator, oil
cooler, SS exhaust. Rust free and
fast. $22,000. Call 505-828-3606
or email tom Jaury@att.net. NM

1956 Bentley S1. Smoke green
over sage, green int. RHD, leather
and wood v. good, paint good not
perfect, ss. exhaust, cxc. brakes,
super reliable. Pending adoption
forces sale. $16,000 OBO. Swuart
203-488-6333. CT

1952 MGTD. Restored from
1993-94. Sat Idle over 20 years in
CA. Drivetrain ncar perfect, New
interior, leather seats. MCA ring
gear and pinion for highway
travel and much more. $16,000
Call 210-651-6611. TX

1954 TF-A. 14,000 original
miles. Standing on original tires,
with nice uhmmc, new carpcts
and tonncau. 15 years in
museum, now I'm driving it
again, you can too. $22,700
ORO. 260-925.5962. IN

1963 MGB Roadster. Wircs,
luggage rack, cover, seat belts
Show winner. $12,750, Call
707-778-3775 CA

1979 MCGB. Drop-head. New tires,
battery, accessories menu on
request. Call 949-496-3544, CA

TRIUMPH

1952 MGTD. Yellow Maroon
Interior. $9,975. California
paraged, well maintained
original. Run great. Complete
Accessorics, racks, side curtains,
tanncaus. Pictures available Call
Pete 323-294-1902 or email
plg1925@atbi.com. CA

1962 MGA MKIL. Project car,
covered storage last 12 years
Engine rebuild 90% complete.
black tanked and rebored. New
pistons, bearings. New MGH head
New water pump and timing gear
(not yet installed). Other new
parts Loo numerous to mention,
Body and interior fair; some nust in
trunk area and rear quarter panels
4.;3,4”(]. 310-372-7493. CA

1972 MGB Roadster. Green
w/tan interior. Unrestored
reliable strong runner w/Weber.
Needs TLC. Have original SU's,
radio. 2 Tonneaus. $4,000 obo
Call Pau! 908-352-2282 or email
pwmgb@yahoo.com. NJ

1963 Austin Healey 3000 MK 11,
BJ7. Rollup windows and 60-spoke
wheels. A cream puff that I've
owned since 1975. Black
interior/white top. 85,989 miles.
$24,900. 802-878-3454. VT

JAGUAR

1986 Jaguar XJ6 11l Vanden Plas
Racing green, tan leather. New
exhaust, belts, halogens, more,
Drives and looks new. Records,
manuals. $10,500 invested. Asking
only $6,850. Call 941.637-1210 or
email bobkro@isni.net. Fl.

1953 MGTD. Complete frame-
up restoration. Engine
transmission, rear rebuilt
Garaged. 5K paint job. Asking
518,000. Call 973-628.0288. NJ

1962 MCGB. Ready for
restoration! Garaged. $2,000
obo. Call 503-289-3128 or
email tabasco@hevanct.com

Portland, OR

1953 MGTD. Black, white top,
red interior, Same owner since
1956. Complete and running.
Good driver. New Moss Motors
red (burgundy) seats not installed
$9,000 obo. Call 360-652-8223
after 8pm. WA
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1962 MG Midget MK1 948cc. Red
with black interior. Rare ACE
Mercury wheel trims, New origanial
color paint, No rust. New tires. Repair
history. Asking $6,600. 707-839-2654
or ¢-mail tamak@webtv.net. CA

. L

1973 MGB-GT Classic. 8250 miles
on re-built engine. All new
interior, wire wheels, AM-FM
Cassette sterco, power antennac,
rare air conditioning, plus wire
wheel spare parts. All documents,
shop manual. Records. Collection
of Moss Motars publications
Owner since 19731 Asking $4,500
Call 909-622-5394. CA

1960 TR3. Red, show quality
restoration. All mechanicals
rebuilt to highest standards
Panhard, Konis, engine upgrades,
Ansa. Receipts, spares, One of
the best in the U.S. at any price.
$17,500. Blairmike I@aal com
Call 864-329.0467. SC

1962 TR4. Good all around
conditian. Wood Dash. New top.
Black interior. 21,000 miles
$9,500. Call 661-836-8529. CA @

1974 MGB-GT. Very good
condition. New front seats. Drives
and rides like new. No snow, ice or
salt. Racing green, tan interior. 63,500
miles. $10,200. 843-524-1278, SC

We request a $10 sewvice fee for
each vehicle advertised, For an
additional $25 we will feature a
color pholograph of your car. British
cars only, no parts, exportars, and
no dealers please! Text is o bo 30
words or less and it helps sell the
car if an asking price is quoted. If
using a credit card for payment, be
sure to include your credit card
number and expiration dale.
Closing date for the next issue Is
September 16, 2002. Please send
your ad, photo and remittance lo:
Moss Motonng Sports Car Mart,
440 Rutherford Strect, Goleta,
California 93117, We cannot accept
ads via e-mail. Please label
photographs with name, acdress
and telephone number. Sorry,
photographs cannot be retumed.
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BRITIGH MOTORING

eventscalendar

AUGUST 2002

14-17 Austin-Healey Sports & Touring Club
2002 Encounter - Princeton NJ

Steve Jekogian 973-492-8115 encinfo@optonline.net

hittp:/www.austin-healey-stc.org

15-18 Abingdon S Party - Abingdon IL
Jim Evans 630-858-8192
http://www.chicagolandmgciub.com

Vintage Grand Prix Au Grattan -
Grattan Raceway Park M|
hittp:/fwww.vscda.com

17-18 Heartland British Autofest Davenport 1A
Naomi Swanson 309-764-1423
QCBAC@MCHSA.COM
hittp://QCBAC. HOME.MCHSI.COM

A Taste of Britain-Lancaster PA
PA Sally Harbold 717-282-0579

Kansas City All British Car & Cycle Show-
Kansas City MO

Pete Tharnton PTPower@waorldnel.att.net
hittp:/imembers.tripod.com/kcallbritish

All British Field Meet-Portland Intl. Raceway OR
Tom Monaco 503-245-6539
tomsimpon@ipinc.net

SEPTEMBER 2002

5-14 Heritage Tour of the UK
Richard Miller 908-713-6251
mgdriversclub@hctmail.com

Minis at the Glen Watkins Glen-NY
Peter Cosmides 585-872-6560

AMGBA Meet 2002-Palo Alto CA
800-723-6464 mest@mgclub.org
hitp:/www.mgclub.org

British Car Festival-Tipton PA
Jim 814-842-7742 mgnut@charter.net

Battle of the Brits-Sterling Heights MI
Suzanne Snyder 810-379-4875
snydley@home.com

Palo Alto British Car Meet Palo Alto CA
Rick Feibusch 310-3982-6605
rleibusch@loop.com
hitp:/fwww.autowire.net’2001-28.himl

Southeast Regional MG Festival Dillard GA
Bob Cline 770-436-8542 rcline6096@aol.com
hitp://www.peachtroemg.homestead.com

Falifest Dover NJ
Lawrence Gersten 908-873-3333
austhealey@aol.com

British Car Show and Swap Meet Warren OH
Cindy Palmer 330-274-0017

Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival Road America W
http://www.vscda.com

Indy British Motor Days Indianapolis IN
Don Haynam 317-887-3867 mgdr@quicknet.nat

British Invasion Stowe VT
Faith Lamprey 401-766-6920
hitp:/fwww.britishinvasion.com

All British Car Days St. Louis MO
Fred Houser 314-995-8664 fhouser@sprynel.com
hitp:/fwww.stlouismgclub.com

British Car Days Richmond VA
804-264-8551
http:/fwww.britishcarclub.com

Trials 2002 Granville OH
Murry Mercier 614-888-0838 Ursixer@yahoo.com
http:/fwww . BuckeyeTriumphs.org

Tri-Healey 2002 Kimberling City MO
John Lore 314-729-0044 Jlore26@aol.com

Rlo Grande Valley Regional Rendezvous
Gallup NM
Chuck Beverly 505-828-0669

Wings and Wheels 2002 Uptown Topping VA
B04-758-2753 wingsandwhesls@hotmail.com
htip:/fwww . wingsandwheels.us

British Car Day Montigomery AL
Steve Griffin 256-234-3343 sgriffin@cace.cc.alus

MGs on the Rocks Car Shaw and Parts Market
Rocks State Park MD

Richard Liddick 410-817-6862
RGL2MGBGT@AOL.COM
hitp:/fwww.qui.nel/~socs/mgob.htmi

Very British Car Meet Fresno CA
Marty 659-439-5062 valleybrits@yahoo.com
http://www.valleybrits.org

MGs on the Green Davidson NC
Scott Hughes 704-821-1138

spartaland@earthlink.net
hitp:/fwww.metrolinermgearclub com

Texas All British Car Day Round Rock TX

Mark Barrington 512-442-4088 embee@io.com
http:/fwww.txabed.org

OCTOBER 2002

Fall British Car Festival Waynesboro VA
540-967-0526  http:/Awww.svbce.org

Concours d' Elegance Forest Park MO
Pat Horen 314-772-3534

San Diego British Car Day Bonsall CA
Paul Konkle 619-575-5625 davidely@cox.net
http://www.sandiegobritishcarday.org

All British Motorcar & Motorblke Show
Franklin TN Jack Cofley 615-395-4042
coffeyjack@bfusa.com
http:/nashvillebritishcarclub.com

Corsa Rossa at Reynolda Winston Salem NC
John Hauser 336-631-8760

Corsa Rossa @yahoo.com
http:/fwww.geocities.com/corsa rossa

Triumphest Laughlin NV
John Horton 602-843-1399
johnehornon@yahoo.com

The Drive In Greenville/Spartanburg SC
Richard Miller 908-713-6251
mgdriversclub@hotmail.com

All British Motor Vehicle Expo Houston TX
Ed Rosenquist 936-449-9029

Callfornia Autumn Classic San Juan Bautista CA
Bill Meade 831-722-3253

Hunt Country Classic Middieburg VA
George Marshall 703-913-7550
gemarsh43@hotmail.com
‘http://www.mgcarclubdc.com

VTR Southeast Reglonal Jekyll Island GA
Joe Earnest 404-220-2216
jearnest@americasmart.com
http://www.sevir2002.org

25-27 British Car Day Mt Pleasanton SC
Jim Clees 843-795-6636

26 Brits at the Rennalsance Faire Florence AL
Bob Brooks 256-766-8874

High Country Tour Sedona AZ
Al Moss racermoss@sedona.net
NOVEMBER 2002

2 Brits & Battleship Wllmington NC
Jeft Starfing 910-791-9981

JUNE 2003

19 MG2003 St. Louls MO

JULY 2003

14 GT28 Welches OR
Ron Hillbury 503-261-8860 mgguy@hevanet.com

PLEASE SUBMIT
EVENT INFORMATION TO:

Kelvin Dodd, British Motoring Events,
P.O. Box 847, Goleta, CA 93117

PLEASE INCLUDE:

= Event Date

+ Contact Person Telephone #
* E-Mall Address (if avail.)

* Club Name / Event Name

* Contact Person Name

+ Web __unna Address (if avall.)

Visit our website at www.moss motors.com for further events.
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