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LOUd PEdAL

vIRGINIA IS FOR LOvERS—
OF BRITISh CARS
b y  R O b E R T  G O L D M A N

In addition to old cars, I collect old cam-
eras. As folks who have visited will tell 
you, every nook and cranny of  my house 

is stuffed with photographica. The cardinal 
rule of  collecting states that when you run 
out of  room, you buy a bigger house. Not all 
spouses are aware of  this, but trust me, it’s 
a rule. Well, as things stand, Moss Motors’ 
house is full of  parts and accessories, so it’s 
time to move to a bigger house.

When we located our East Coast warehouse 
in Dover, New Jersey 20 years ago, it was our 
third different home in six years, but one which 
we hoped would serve for the long term. In 
fact, it has served us very well, but we have 
outgrown our 20-year-old expectations. The 
lack of  space in New Jersey forces us to ship too 
many parts from California with the inevitable 
delays and extra cost this entails. And it’s not as 
if  the California warehouse has space to burn. 
The fact is, we’re bulging at the seams.

Knowing a move was inevitable, we took 
the opportunity to look at all our operations 
and ask what should be done differently. The 
obvious answer was to increase space back 
East. This would allow us to place more stock 
closer to major markets and reduce the strain 
on the California warehouse. In broad terms, 
any new facility would have to be centrally 
located, be near a major port and have rea-
sonable facility costs, plus offer affordable 
housing and good quality of  life for our staff.

By now many of  you are aware that we 
have chosen a location near Richmond, 
Virginia. As you read this, we are in the 
process of  designing and equipping the ware-
house. With a chance to start from scratch, 
we want to ensure our material handling 
processes take advantage of  the latest think-
ing in warehouse design and flow efficiency. 
However, we probably will not go so far as to 
equip the staff  with roller skates.

For folks living in Virginia, our presence 
means all orders destined for delivery in the Old 
Dominion State must now carry sales tax. We 
apologize for this, but there is no alternative. As 
the new operation comes online, we hope having 
more stock available for inexpensive overnight 
delivery will help ease the pain. It will also now 
be possible for customers to pick up parts in per-
son at our sales counter. Of  course, New Jersey 
customers will no longer have to pay sales tax 
once we are out of  our old building.

We have one other surprise in this issue of  
British Motoring. In case the classic Mini owners 
have not already noticed the ad, we’re pre-
paring to distribute our first-ever classic Mini 
parts and accessories catalog. Make sure you 
tell us to include you in the mailing.

Moss Motors may be 60 years old this year, 
but with all of  the goings-on, we feel like kids in 
a candy store. That may be a bit of  an exaggera-
tion. Let’s just say we feel like collectors who have 
just taken possession of  a bigger house. BM
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NEwS

New Moss 
Classic Mini 
Catalog 
Promises to 
Be Anything 
But Small

During the last 
60 years, Moss 
has put together 
many catalogs for 
its American con-
sumers, covering 
a slew of British 
classics like MG, 
Triumph, Jaguar and Austin-Healey. 
Now they’re launching a full parts pro-
gram for the classic Mini.

“Considering how much fun they are, 
and with a growing population of clas-
sic Minis here in the States, it just seems 
natural that Moss should build a classic 
Mini catalog,” explains Robert Goldman, 
Moss Motors’  Vice President of Business 
Development. “With the help of Mini 
experts from our U.K. operations, we 
have created the first Moss Motors 
classic Mini parts and accessories cata-

log. In terms of quality and 
selection, we think it will be 
everything folks have come 
to expect in a Moss Motors 
catalog program.”

The new parts line will 
cover both restoration parts 
as well as accessories. Years 
covered will span from the 
first 1959 models through the 
final Rover-badged cars. The 
actual catalog will be done 
to Moss’  typical standards, 
meaning lots of exploded 

views. Parts will be in the 
States in late summer.

Moss Is Moving
Moss Motors’ East Coast distribution facility is moving. Established in 1988, Moss’ 

Dover, New Jersey, warehouse no longer has sufficient space to expand. Taking into 
account distribution patterns, cost of living and lifestyle issues, the decision has been 
made to move distribution to a new facility in Virginia.

The world’s oldest and largest supplier of British sports car restoration and 
accessory products, Moss is also a fast-growing supplier of modern accessories 
for various Ford, Mazda and BMW Mini models. Company President Glen Adams 
says, “By moving to larger quarters, we can better serve our East Coast custom-
ers and expand prod-
uct lines. Product avail-
ability will be dramati-
cally improved and 
overall delivery times 
reduced. Relocating to 
Virginia also helps our 
staff by placing them in a more affordable environment.”

The move will take place in the second half of 2008. Notification will be given 
before New Jersey ceases operations. However, orders will continue to be processed 
daily from California as usual. This will mean slightly increased delivery times for 
East Coast customers while the move takes place, but availability will improve and 
delivery times will drop as the new facility comes online. Every effort will be made to 
reduce or eliminate the impact on delivery times.

Located on 22 acres south of Richmond, Virginia, the new building offers 112,000 
square feet of combined office and warehouse space. The site is already prepared to 
allow for approximately 100,000 square feet of warehouse expansion. A parklike setting 
makes the new location ideal for marque days and other promotional activities.

Get the Latest
Want to stay up to date on the 

latest parts available for your favor-
ite machine? Moss Motors regularly 
sends out e-newsletters that con-
tain sales promotions, technical 
bulletins and even upcoming event 
information. You can put yourself 
on the list at mossmotors.com.
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MOTOR MAIL@

Electric Cars
I received your latest issue yesterday 

and, as usual, read it thoroughly from 
cover to cover, looking for articles of  
particular interest to me. I’m into any-
thing electrical.

Your article on upgrades got my 
attention. I’m sure that other readers 
have sent you their suggestions for 
expanding the list. Here are mine. I 
have installed Bosch-type relays for 
the headlights (both high and low 
beams) for the horn, and for the brake 
light, along with a module for daytime 
running lights. 

I mounted these components on 
a phenolic board on the inner fender 
panel on the passenger side just aft of  
the radiator. I also ran a heavy battery 
cable from the starter to this board so 
that I had a 12-volt stud to attach jump-
er cables to if  I ever needed a jump 

start, eliminating the need to access the 
battery via the rear shelf. (We’re talking 
about a 1976 MGB.) This modifica-
tion produced better than a one-volt 
increase in the voltage to the headlights, 
as well as reduced the current through 
the associated switches. It has been a 
very worthwhile investment.

I marveled at the restoration job 
on the Healey—that’s not restoration, 
that’s resurrection!

Keep those LBCs on the road.

Arthur M. Horn
Ft. Meyers, Florida

I enjoy reading British Motoring. In 
the recent article “Ten Safety and 
Convenience Upgrades for Your British 
Car,” Gary Anderson makes the argu-
ment that one should convert to nega-
tive ground in order to facilitate use of  
GPS, cell phone chargers, etc.

There’s an easy way to keep 
the car original, yet use these 
more modern 12V devices. 
Simply obtain a 12V female 
lighter socket connected to a 
cable (from Radio Shack, for 
example), and then wire that 
into the car with the shell con-
nected to the car’s negative 
and with the contact connected 
to the car’s “ground,” which 
is positive at the battery. I left 
the socket in the glove box for 
access, and since it is isolated 
around the shell, this technique 
works fine.

Regards,
Brian Laine
Arlington, Washington

 

Genealogy
First, many thanks to you all for 

helping me keep my Austin-Healey not 
only running but in top form. Secondly, 
in 1965 while I was serving as a dentist 
on a carrier (USS Hancock), my col-
lege roommate was flying jets off  of  the 
USS Kitty Hawk. He still laments that 
he had to sell his MG before we left for 
the South China Sea.

I thought possibly (in reference to 
the article for Ken Smith) the present 
owner could be found. [The current 
owner] also might enjoy knowing one 
of  the early owners. Many thanks for 
any help possible. [The car was] a 1947 
MG TC number 3547.

Best regards,
R. Griffin
San Rafael, California

Y ou have questions and we have trunions... We mean answers! 

Compliments, comments and castigations are all welcome at Motor 

Mail. Please send yours to editor@mossmotors.com or via USPS to:

British Motoring, Attn: Motor Mail 
440 Rutherford Street 
Goleta, CA 93117  
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Radio: Vintage Style Mounting
The Model One was created to meet the needs of  clas-

sic car enthusiasts. This radio maintains the old style in-dash 
mounting required for our beloved British Classics while offer-
ing all of  the latest modern conveniences.

Utilizing the “InfiniMount” shaft/bracket system (pat-
ent pending), the Model One is a breakthrough classic 
car radio offering flexible mounting options. Used with 
the OEM mounting position or with a Remote Control 
and Hide Away installation capability, the Model One 
can be hidden in the glove box or trunk - allowing for a 
completely stock appearance. The included U bracket 
allows for under dash mounting options and the unit can 
be mounted virtually anywhere due to its small 3.54” w 
X 6.57” d X 1.57” h footprint. Advanced installers can 
unscrew the Model One’s faceplate and adjust its cant/
angle to allow for even more customization!

Load a bunch of  files on any Flash or Thumb drive and 
plug directly into the USB input. Now you can easily play your 
favorite music without worrying about your IPOD being stolen. 
There’s even a front panel Auxiliary input so you can plug in 
any device you want to.
 
Fitment:
Car must be negative ground. This radio can be dash/console mount-
ed on MGA, MGB, Sprite, Midget, TR2-4, TR250-6, Spitfire, TR7, most 
Jags, and AH BJ8. Can be remotely mounted on any other negative 
ground classic. Includes universal faceplate 9” w x 3.5” h which can be 
modified to fit smaller installations.
 
Features:
- Negative ground only
- LCD Display w/enhanced viewing angle, daylight compatible
- LCD Display shows MP3/WMA track names
- An optional 94” remote mount infrared “eye” allows for complete hide-
away placement
- AM/FM PLL tuner w/30 presets
- 60W x 4 (Integrated amplifier)
- 2pr RCA pre amp outputs to add an external amplifier
- Onboard CD changer controller output (to control optional 10 
Disc changer) will work with any Sanyo compatible unit
- Front mounted USB port, plug in any USB flash drive and play MP3 
/ WMA files directly off the drive
- InfiniMount adjustable shaft system w/removable Universal bracket 
(included)
- Insulated bracket system and external shaft system reduces electrical 
noise inherent in older vehicles
- Front aux input, plug in any MP3 player or other portable device, (cell 
phone, etc.)
- Full Function 18 key remote control
- Main unit is remote mountable and comes with “U” bracket for mount-
ing under the seat or a glove box
- External IR sensor w/ 94” cable, allows for easy remote operation via the 
included remote control
- Adjustable faceplate angle, allows mounting of faceplate display to 
virtually any dash
- Small 3.54” w X 6.57” d X 1.57” h installation size

Vintage Mount Radio 230-365 $249.95

Remote IR Cable 230-367 19.95

TR6 Roll-Over Bar
This bar has been 

designed to meet SCCA 
guidelines based on 
destructive testing. Made 
from 1.75” DOM tubing 
with fully boxed headrest 
area for strength, and 
black powdercoated for 
appearance. The bars are 
drop shipped from the 
manufacturer with a flat 
rate shipping and handling charge of  $85.00 within the conti-
nental U.S. (in addition to the stated price). Hardware, backing 
plates and instructions are supplied.
Roll-Over Bar 856-092 $475.00

TR2-4A 
Lightened 
Tappets

Specially lightened tap-
pets reduce the load on the 
camshaft and allow higher 

engine speeds to be used. Drilled for oil drainage to reduce operat-
ing mass. Sold individually, but must be used in complete sets only.
TR2-4A Lightened Tappets 838-260 $17.80

Westco 12V Battery
The Westco battery uses absorbed glass 

mat technology for high cranking ability. No 
maintenance, non-spillable, vibration resis-
tant. 71/2"l x 5"w x 7"h
12V Battery 459-375 $99.95

Late MGB Fan Spacer
Machined from solid aluminum, this repro-

duction fan spacer replaces the no longer avail-
able original diecast piece. Install it between the 

water pump flange and plastic fan.
Fan Spacer 434-375 $29.95

TR2-3B Delrin 
Center Tie Rod 
Bush & Pin Kit

This kit replaces the trouble-
some Silentbloc bushes in 
the steering linkage center tie 
rod (drag link) with precision 
machined steel and delrin assem-
blies. These bushings were origi-
nally designed for racing use, but 
have proved to be very effective on the street.
Bush & Pin Kit 667-042 $69.95

MOTOR GEAR



w w w . b r i t i s h m o t o r i n g . n e t        British motoring          9

Triumph Nylatron Rocker 
Spacer Set

Accurately machined Nylatron rocker spacers replace 
the side load springs in the rocker assembly. The rockers are 
spaced precisely and cause a minor reduction in friction, which 
equates to more power.
TR250-6, GT6 Nylatron Spacer Set 839-142 $34.95

TR2-4A Nylatron Spacer Set 821-330 31.95

Austin-Healey ARP 
Performance Fasteners

Premium grade 8740 
alloy studs are center-
less ground with rolled 
threads and a tensile 
strength of  200,000 psi. 
These studs offer far 
superior performance and are the best bet to ensure your 
rebuild lasts. If  used with an alloy head 328-877 oversize 
washers must be substituted (16 reqd.).
6 Port Head Stud, Nut & Washer set 328-876 $189.95

Washer for Alloy Head, 16 reqd. 328-877 1.29

“The Other Moss” by E. Alan Moss
Al Moss was born with a silver wrench in his mouth. This is 

the story of  his life, from playing with toy cars to tinkering with, 
restoring and racing sports cars. His motorcycle 
adventures are also included. At 81, he is still 
competing in historic automobile races. In 
addition to Al’s passion for things mechanical 
and wheeled, a large part of  his mid-life was 
devoted to horses and related activities, as 
described in this book. Al also narrates the 
history of  Moss Motors. 176 pages, soft-
bound, over 100 photos.
Book: “The Other Moss” 211-805 $21.95

TR6 Solid Walnut Dashes
Make your Triumph’s interior a complete beauty with a 

new dash! Made from gorgeous solid walnut with a satin finish.
TR6 1969-early ‘72 859-700 $319.95

TR6 late 1972 859-710 319.95

TR6 1973-’75 859-720 319.95

TR6 1976 859-730 319.95

MGB Cruise Control
Now you can add 

the modern com-
fort of  cruise con-
trol to your MGB! 
Engineered especially 
for use with HIF, HF 
and Zenith carbs., this 
kit has everything you 
need for a simple and 
satisfying upgrade.
MGB Cruise Control 366-350 $249.95

MGB Air Conditioning—Now 
Fits Supercharged MGBs

Keeping cool in hot summer driving conditions 
makes the trip more enjoyable!

Open air motoring on a hot day will be much more enjoy-
able and less draining with cool air flowing through the cabin 
instead of  road heat wearing you down. The Moss Motors air 
conditioning system will make your driving experience more 
comfortable whether your top is up or down without sacrificing 
drivability or interior space.

Under the hood the Moss Motors air conditioning system 
looks factory installed, and is completely reversible. Modern 
system components are efficient and include an R134a rotary 
compressor with electric clutch and aluminum condenser 
with an integrated thermostatically controlled fan. Details like 
CNC brackets, pre-built wiring harnesses and mandrel bent 
steel lines ensure a perfect fit. The system can be installed 
on MGBs with or without smog pumps by a professional 
mechanic in 8-10 hours, or you can do it yourself  over a 
weekend in about 16-20 hours. Cars with generators must be 
converted to an alternator to use this kit.

Inside, the Moss Motors air conditioning system maximizes 
interior legroom with a custom evaporator box and features 4 
under dash vents and a 3-speed blower motor. All wiring, hard-
ware and brackets required are included, as well as complete 
illustrated installation instructions. Fits 1962-’76 only.

A/C Kit w/o Supercharger 363-400 $1,795.95

A/C Kit w/Supercharger 363-405 1,895.95
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Has BMW 
bred the 
Britishness 
out of the new 
cutemobile?

b y  R O b E R T 
G O L D M A N

P h O T O s 
b y  b i L L 
D E L A N E y

reprinted from British Motoring, Summer 2004
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ThE BIG 
IMPACT 
OF ThE 

MINI
b y  K AT h L E E N  M . 

M A N G A N

P h O T O s  A s 

c R E D i T E D

BUyER’S GUIdE

For a car to be produced and sold 
for nearly half  a century, it has to 
have a lot going for it. The Mini, first 
launched in 1959, is one of  the most 
beloved cars ever made. During 41 
years of  production, 5.3 million Minis 
were sold worldwide. When BMW 
launched the all-new Mini Cooper in 
2002, two years after production of  the 
original ceased, it wisely kept the retro 
styling and aesthetics—why mess with 
a sure thing?

This small car offers big perceived 
benefits to enthusiasts—it’s a blast 
to drive, it has cachet, and it’s easily 
customized to make it as quirky and 
individual as the owner. Most of  all, 
it makes everyone—from drivers to 
admirers on the street—smile. You can 
never underestimate the Happy Factor. 

The Mini was revolutionary 
when launched due to its small, 
compact layout, transversely mount-
ed engine and front-wheel-drive 
configuration. Within a decade, 
most other manufacturers followed 
suit. The original model offered 
both performance (a top speed of  
70 mph) and frugality (50 mpg). 

Through the years, the Mini evolved 
with engineering innovations—at the end 
of  production it sported fuel injection, 

catalytic converters and air bags. 
Performance-tuned Mini Coopers pro-
duced by John Cooper, a Formula 1 car 
builder, enjoyed great success in European 
Touring Car Championship racing and 
international rally competition. The Mini 
won the prestigious Monte Carlo rally in 
1964, 1965 and 1967.

The Mini also evolved in physical 
form with model variations ranging 
from vans to pickups and long-wheel-
base estates. They evolved aesthetically 
with upscale factory models sporting an 
elegant front grille or modern front end. 
An Italian firm, Innocenti, built more 
luxurious versions under license from 
British Motor Cars. Virtually infinite 
ways to personalize the sweet mobile 
became available, from “Mini Mad” 
embroidered floor mats to Union Jack 
flags for the roof.

In America, about 15,000 Minis 
were imported and sold by the factory 
from 1959 through 1967. Changing 
safety and emission standards enacted 
for the 1968 model year ended the car’s 
American run.

But demand remained strong, and 
it is safe to say that there are more 
Minis stateside today than were ever 
imported by the factory. This popularity 
was further fueled by the introduction 

of  BMW’s Mini Cooper in 2002, as 
new enthusiasts were drawn to own an 
authentic model. 

All this renewed passion for the Mini 
is great for the brand, collectors, car 
clubs and vintage racers. It enhances 
resale value, fosters the demand for 
parts, encourages the sharing of  exper-
tise, and generates closer bonds within 
the owner community. 

However, the demand, availability 
of  parts and ease of  making changes to 
the car can create other problems for 
owners. Private dealers and individuals 
have unofficially imported cars to the 
U.S. for years, and some have illegally 
swapped VIN plates and altered the year 
of  manufacture on the paperwork so the 
car would appear to comply with U.S. 
Customs, DOT standards and EPA laws.

To determine the exact build year, 
you might have to do a detailed inspec-
tion and compare findings against 
model specifications. If  you see an early 
model-year car with 12-inch wheels, 
wind-up windows and fuel injection, be 
prepared for even more scrutiny of  the 
car and paperwork. On the next page, 
we’ll walk you through the car’s history 
and major model changes over the years 
to get you on the path to the whole 
Mini model truth. 

photo courtesy BMW
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Insider’s Info:
There are more Minis in the U.S. 
now than ever, so there’s no reason 
to buy the first car you find. Take the 
time to locate the right one.

All Minis rust, especially around the 
A-panels, floors, windshield frame, 
roof corners, door jams and head-
light surrounds. In fact, vigilantly 
check the entire car.

Don’t disregard the 10-inch-wheel 
models. Many enthusiasts say these 
cars offer a better ride than the later 
12- and 13-inch models.

Some Minis that couldn’t pass 
England’s MOT safety and emis-
sion inspection were sent Stateside. 
Watch for cars with skeletons in the 
trunk.

Not all Minis came from England. 
Cars were also built in Italy, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Spain, 
Chile and other countries around 
the globe.

Right- and left-hand drive cars are 
available in the States. Your decision: 
novelty or practicality?

Despite the fact that Minis haven’t 
been officially imported to the 
U.S. for more than 40 years, quality 
replacement parts, as well as perfor-
mance and aesthetic upgrade bits, 
are readily available.

Prices have been on the rise lately. 
Decent Minis go for about $10,000, 
while pristine Cooper S models have 
been topping out at $25,000.

There are many Mini model variants, 
including pickups, vans, wagons and 
the Jeep-like Moke. They carry stan-
dard Mini mechanicals.

Despite the diminutive size, a Mini 
will easily carry two full-size adults. 
The back seat is quite roomy, too.

British Motor Cars conceived the 
Mini as a response to the popularity of  
the Volkswagen Beetle and as a reaction 
to the 1956 Suez Canal fuel crisis. The 
Mini debuted in 1959 as an economical, 
entry-level car. It was initially marketed 
as the Austin Seven and Morris Mini 
Minor, and was quickly renamed as the 
Austin Mini and Morris Mini. The name 
was shortened to just Mini in 1969.

The original 848cc engine produced 
just 37 horsepower. But with curb weight 
at 1400 pounds, it still propelled the Mini 
to a top speed of  70 mph. Its compact 
size saved space with an 80-inch wheel-
base and little overhang, yet it could hold 
four adults plus luggage in the trunk. 
The fully independent suspension used 
rubber cones as both shock absorbers 
and springs, supplying go-kart-like han-
dling. Fuel-starved Europe appreciated 

the 50-mpg fuel economy. It was an 
instant success. 

The most notable features on models 
made from 1959 through 1967—now 
commonly called the Mk I Mini—are 
external door hinges, sliding front side 
windows and 10-inch-diameter wheels.  

Clearly the engineers started having 
fun with the Mini as a platform for ideas, 
and soon they were introducing model 
upgrades and variations. A van joined the 
lineup in 1960 and a pickup the following 
year. The Riley Elf  and Wolseley Hornet 
models debuted in 1961 as up-market ver-
sions with more stately grilles, refined rear 
trunk treatment and upgraded interiors. 

The first performance-tuned Mini 
was developed not by the factory, but by 
Formula 1 sensation John Cooper. The 
Mini Cooper was introduced in 1961 
with a comprehensive set of  engine, 

A Mini History of the Mini

photo courtesy BMW

The Mini was a worldwide sensation—and still is. Credit for that success goes to BMC’s 
durable A-series engine and a very roomy interior.
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drivetrain, exhaust and suspension 
changes. A 997cc engine producing 55 
horsepower gave it go, which evolved to 
a better 998cc version. To accommodate 
racing class considerations, the 1963 Mini 
Cooper S carried a 1071cc engine, and 
the 1964 model had 970cc and 1275cc 
engine options. The Mini four-wheel-
drum brakes were replaced with front 
disc brakes—7-inch rotors on the Cooper 
and 7.5-inch rotors on the Cooper S.

With the success of  the Coopers, 
the factory put a 55-horsepower, 998cc 
engine into the Hornet in 1962, and on 
Austin and Morris Minis in 1964. The 
original rubber cone suspension was 
replaced in 1964 with a hydrolastic sys-
tem that used assemblies containing pres-
surized hydraulic fluid. 

What is now known as the Mk II ver-
sion of  the Mini was built from 1967 to 
1969. It featured a larger rear window, 
bigger tail lights and a redesigned front 
grille. It was produced with 848cc, 998cc 
and 1275cc engines. 

The Mk III was released in 1969 with 
roll-up windows, larger doors with inter-
nal hinges and the original rubber cone 
suspension system to cut costs. In 1973, 
an alternator replaced the generator in 
an upgraded electrical system, and a rod-
change transmission replaced the “magic 
wand” gear stick. 

The Mk IV, released in 1976, used 
rubber mounts for the front subframe to 
reduce road noise. A Verto clutch became 
standard in 1980. A shift to 12-inch 
wheels and 8.4-inch front disc brakes 
marked the Mk V release in 1984. The 
1275cc engine became standard equip-
ment on the Mk VI, starting in 1991. 
Single-point fuel injection replaced the 
single SU carburetor in 1994, and then 
was replaced by multi-point injection in 
1996. An alarm system and catalytic con-
verters were also added. 

The last Mini rolled off  the line in 
October 2000. During its last days, the 
car was sold by BMW under the Rover 
nameplate. BMW launched the all-new 
Mini in 2002 with Cooper and Cooper 
S models, paying homage to the car’s 
heritage and quirky styling, yet giving 
it the performance muscle that made 
enthusiasts take notice. While purists 
don’t consider the new Mini a real Mini, 
it deserves praise for helping to increase 
the value of  the originals. BM

BUyER’S GUIdE:

Keeping Your British 
Car Safe, Reliable 
and Fun

Abacus Racing & Machine
Acme Speed Shop
Advanced Performance Technology
Alexander Racing Enterprises
Apex Motorsports
Autodynamics
Automotive Specialties
Autosport Inc
Bentley Publishers
Britauto
British Auto Restorations
British Auto Sport
British Car Service
British Car Specialists
British Cars of America
British Parts NW, Inc
British Wire Wheel
British Wiring
Carlisle Productions, Inc
Charleston Import Automotive
Christopher’s Foreign
Clark & Clark, Inc
Clarke Spares
Classic Conversions
Classic MG Magazine
Classic Motorsports Magazine
Classic Sports Cars LLC
Coventry Import Auto
Connell’s MG
Dave Bean Engineering, Inc
Dayton Wire Wheel
Delta Motorsports, Inc
Eclectic Motorworks LLC
Engel Imports

Faster Jags
Fourth Gear Ltd.
Glenn’s MG Repair
Gustafson Machine
Guy’s Garage Inc
Hagerty Insurance
Hendrix Wire Wheel
Hi Tech Collision Repair
JAE
Jim Allen & Associates
Joe Curto Inc
John’s MG Works
Kip Motor Company Inc
Old Cars Weekly / Krause
LaFox Auto
Little Britain Motor Co
Little British Car Co
McLean’s Brit Bits
Mercer & Woodson Automotive, Inc.
Midwest Motor Sports, Inc.
MG Bits and Spares
MG Drivers Club of NA
Mini Mania
Moss Motors Ltd
Motorcar Garage LLC
Motorhead LTD
North American MG Council
Northshore Sports Cars
Northwest Import Parts
Old Sportscar Garage
Omni Specialties
Pennsylvania Metal Cleaning
Pertronix
Pierce Manifolds

Prather Racing
Profitware Inc
Quality Coaches Inc
Ragtops & Roadsters, Inc
Reborn Company
Retro Air
Riverside Motors
Roadspeed Garage
Ron Shimek Auto Service
Roundabout Motors
rpMGroup
Scuderia Silvestri
Sports Car Craftsmen, LLC
Sportscars Ltd.
Strohm Automotive Inc
Surrey Motorsports
Terry’s Jaguar Parts
The B Hive
The Motorway, Ltd
The Roadster Factory
The Winner’s Circle
Triple C Motoring Accessories
Triumph Rescue
University Motors Ltd
Van Hook Vintage Sports Car Services LLC
Victoria British Ltd
Victory Lane Magazine
Vintage Restorations Limited
Whitworth Shop
Wire Wheel Sports Cars
World Wide Auto Parts
XKs Unlimited
Your Kit Car Assembly Manual

When you see this logo you know you 
are dealing with restoration shops, parts 
suppliers and service providers who are 
passionate about the British car hobby.

To learn more or to join please visit: www.britcar.org
(616) 355-2850 • Fax (616) 355-4266
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Re-Shoeing With radials
b y  K E Lv i N  D O D D

MOdERN 
TIRES FOR 
CLASSIC 
SPORTS CARS
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BM
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PRATHER RACING
• Nat’l Championship MGA-B & Mazda Miata 
• Eight SCCA National Championships
•Tech Advice • Reliable Power & Workmanship  
• MANY Hard to Find Parts• 30 Years Experience
• High Quality/Reasonable Price
• Proper Street Engines Also

Ph 785/836/2265 • Fax 785/836/2211
www.pratherracing.com

PROUDLY 
SPONSORED 

BY:
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Get inside the 
world of classic 

sports car driving, 
restoration and 

racing

Visit: ClassicMotorsports.net
Call: (800) 520-8292

• Get More Issues 
Six issues a year full of classic 
and British car features

• Get More Tech
More in-depth how-to articles

•Get It FREE
Visit ClassicMotorsports.net to 
get a FREE TRIAL ISSUE

GET YOUR FREE ISSUE

SPECIAL!
Insider’s guide 

to what to see and do at 

Monterey. See page 75

INSIDE: COBRA • BIG HEALEY • MGB • ALFA •SHOP TRUCK • BATTERIES FOR YOUR CLASSICCLASSIC MOTORSPORTS 
Cobra Dream Drive •

 Big Healey Buyer Guide •
 V6 MGB •

 Projects Alfa and Ranchero •
 Monterey Guide •

 Batteries 
Issue #

128 •
 September  2007

SNAKE CHARM
Real Cobras
Real Roads
Real Fun

www.ClassicMotorsports.net

Powering Project AlfaBuying a Big Healey Monterey Insider Guide

September 2007 • Issue 128

Canada add $8.00 per year, other foreign add $12.00 per year. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Florida residents add 6% sales tax.

City:                                              State:                Zip:  

Address:

Name:    E-mail:

Cut along dashed line

YES! Send my FREE 
TRIAL ISSUE of Classic 
Motorsports magazine.
If I like it, I’ll receive 5 more issues for 
the low price of $19.95. If I am not 
completely satisfied, I’ll just return the 
invoice marked “Cancel” and the FREE 
TRIAL ISSUE is mine to keep.

GET
YOURS
TODAY!

GET
YOURS
TODAY!

Send to: PO Box 1568. • Ormond Beach, FL 32175

C
BM

A
D

08

SPECIAL!
Insider’s guide 

to what to see and do at 

Monterey. See page 75

INSIDE: RESTORATION HOW-TOs • RACING TIPS • JAG-POWERED SPRITE • PROJECT ALFACLASSIC MOTORSPORTS 
Classics and Kids •

 Brian Redman •
 Supercharged TR6 •

 Budget Benzes •
 Racing tips •

Morgan Factory Tour •
 Project Alfa 

Issue #
131 •

 March 2008

RESTORATION:
Easy Enough
For a Kid?

www.ClassicMotorsports.net

BEST BUDGET BENZ BUYS SUPERCHARGE YOUR CLASSIC BRIAN REDMAN INTERVIEW

March 2008 • Issue 131

SPECIAL!
Insider’s guide 

to what to see and do at 

Monterey. See page 75

INSIDE: GO VINTAGE RACING •PORSCHE • RESTORATION HOW-TOs •PROJECT ALFACLASSIC MOTORSPORTS 
Go Vintage Racing •

 Vintage Safety •
 H Mods •

 911 vs. 914 •
 Classic Ferrari •

 Engine Bay Restoration 
Issue #

130 •
 January 2008

VINTAGE
RACING

www.ClassicMotorsports.net

Classic Ferrari Monterey Coverage Safety on Track

January 2008 • Issue 130

INSIDE: TWO-STROKE SAABS • CLASSIC POWER SECRETS • CHROME POLISH TEST • SIATA

WAR of the
WEDGES:
TR8s from mild
to wild
face off

www.ClassicMotorsports.net

ALFA-POWERED SIATA PROJECT TIGER REVEALED AMELIA ISLAND CONCOURS

July 2008 • Issue 133
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hERO
KENT PRAThER, EIGhT-TIME 
SCCA ChAMPION

“ ”
Kent Prather has been racing the 

same 1962 MGA for nearly 30 years. 
Together they’ve made history: Prather 
has taken the car to the SCCA national 
championships every year since 1984 
and has won an unprecedented six 
G Production championships. His 
track record earned him the SCCA 
President’s Cup in 2005, the highest 
award in SCCA racing. 

How does he continue to produce 
results with 
this epic car? 
Certainly luck, a 
well-prepared car 
and driver ability, 
admits Prather. 
But his edge is the experience gained by 
driving the same car through the years 
and improving the car incrementally. 
“If  you combine all the development 
efforts, gaining perhaps a second per 
season, over time you have a competi-
tive car,” he figures. 

Prather has had a long love affair 
with British cars. He bought his first 
MGA while in high school in 1966, 

and was one of  the first members of  
the North American MGA Registry. 
After college he worked for a car deal-
ership for a year, then started a repair 
shop, K&K Import Service in Virginia. 
He first got into racing by repairing a 
client’s Formula Vee, and bought his 
familiar white MGA to race in 1979 
after attending some SCCA events 
with customers. 

As he started earning acclaim for 

his SCCA racing, he attracted racing 
customers looking for engine develop-
ment work. He sold the repair shop 
in 1990 and moved to Wakarusa, 
Kansas, to set up Prather Racing Inc. 
Once there, he could focus solely on 
race car preparation. 

“Racing is my hobby, working on 
cars is my job,” he says. He builds 
engines for customers as well as pre-

pares and services client cars for SCCA 
and vintage racing. He has been a 
Moss Motors supplier since 1975 and 
uses the car as a promotional tool.

Make It Faster
Ever since Prather purchased his 

MGA race car in 1979, it’s been a story 
of  constant development. The car was 
already set up for racing when Prather 

bought it, and as 
the rules changed 
through the years, 
so did the car. 

He first modi-
fied the cylinder 

head and experimented with pistons 
and other parts. Then he was permit-
ted to install four-wheel disc brakes, 
take advantage of  more advanced 
suspension setups, and install a dogleg 
transmission that allows for quicker, 
clutchless shifts. Add in a shape that is 
low and aerodynamic, and you have 
the ingredients needed to give a car the 
edge on track. 

If you combine all the development efforts, 
gaining perhaps a second per season, over 
time you have a competitive car.

Rupert Berrington photo

See the newer Mazda trailing the MG? 
That’s usually how they finish. Meet MGA 
pilot Kent Prather; he’s upholding the 
marque’s honor.
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“It’s a lot of  little things that make 
the car competitive,” says Prather. “To 
win, you must finish and be up in the 
front of  the pack, and that requires 
good power and handling.” 

Thankfully Prather hasn’t spent 
much time doing accident repairs. He’s 
had only one serious crash, and it hap-
pened at Watkins Glen back in 1985. 
He bounced back nicely, however, and 
won his first national championship the 
following year. The incident also gave 
him an opportunity to rebuild the car to 
a higher standard than before.

Changing Winds
For the 2008 season, Prather has had 

to deal with a changing scene. His tra-
ditional G Production class is no longer 
invited to the year-ending Runoffs, so 
he’s moved to the faster F Production 
class. The car is now lighter and sports 
larger carburetors and valves, but he’ll 
have to face newer machinery. 

“I’ve been an underdog before,” 
he says. “The car has a good power-
to-weight ratio on paper, but that has 
nothing to do with the actual amount of  
work done to the car.” Prather admits 
that many in the sport will be watching 
to see what he can do in this faster class. 

“I still like the old British car,” 
Prather says. His car is the only MGA 
to ever win a national SCCA champion-
ship, and it’s the last one still running in 
SCCA competition; the rest have gone 
to vintage racing. 

“I like to show up the new cars,” he 
says, adding that the MGA attracts a 
lot of  crowd attention at events. “It has 
nice fender flares and big slicks; it’s an 
eye-catcher.” 

He also has no problem investing 
50 hours of  time to get the car ready 
for two hours of  racing. “It’s the thrill 
of  going into a corner fast, slamming 
the brakes, downshifting and acceler-
ating through the corner in a drift,” 
he explains. 

“The car must handle the transition 
without scrubbing speed. I have 160 
horsepower on a 1950-pound car, so I 
don’t have the raw power to pull the car 
out of  the corner. I rely on momentum 
and smoothness to maintain speed. It’s 
all about finesse in this car.” 

And he’s not the only family member 
obsessed with speed. Prather’s son, Jesse, 
now works in the business and is the 
reigning F Prepared national champion, 
with two consecutive titles to his credit. 

This year’s championships could be 
quite interesting. BM

More Than Just 
Racing

In addition to SCCA racing, Kent 

Prather runs an MGB in vintage 

racing and belongs to the Topeka 

British Car Club. He enjoys long road 

trips to British car events with his 

friends while trading driving duties 

with his wife. He has a number of 

cars to choose from, but typically 

he takes his wife’s MGA or his highly 

modified Triumph Stag. 

Prather owns five MGAs, includ-

ing a 1962 that he bought while in 

college and has now owned for 50 

years. He drove it hard for 10 years, 

then took it apart for restoration. 

But just before final assembly, he 

bought the MGA race car, leaving 

this project still in pieces 30 years 

later. “It’s really a shame; the body 

and frame are beautiful,” he admits. 

He also has a right-hand-drive 

MGA that was previously raced but 

sat in a barn for 25 years. He has 

plans to restore that one for vintage 

racing. His fleet also includes a 1962 

MGB sporting serial number 523 

that awaits a restoration.

Racing British cars is an excellent 

family affair, says Prather. “We took 

our kids to the track, and our friends 

came along as crew,” he says. The 

sport has provided him with good 

times and memories over the years, 

and it’s a source of pride that his 

son continues his racing legacy. Rupert Berrington photo

Longtime Moss 
dealer Kent Prather 
bought his first MG 
back in 1966. He 
has owned the white 
race car since 1979 
and has taken eight 
SCCA national cham-
pionships with it.
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EdITOR’S ChOICE

I had my first glimpse of  a Sprite dur-
ing the winter of  1958. John Thornley, 
MG factory boss and BMC Competition 
Department instigator, heard that I was 
writing “Modified Motoring,” a tuning 
book on the A series Austin A 35 and 
Morris Minor. He invited me to an early 
showing of  the Bugeye so that I could 
include details in the book. 

I was just starting my first year as 
a works driver for Abingdon when 
Marcus Chambers, the Competition 
Department manager, loaned me a 
car to prepare in my Speedwell shop 
and run in international events. He 
didn’t think that such an underpow-
ered car had much hope of  success in 
the competition field, but hoped that 
our tuning and private entry might 
give a class win or two at little cost to 
his department.

Within a couple of  months, 
Bugeyes were winning club rallies, 
won an International GT Race in 
Ireland and took the first three places 
in class on the tough Alpine Rally, which 
climbed several towering mountains in 
the Dolomites to over 9,000 feet. Sprites 
were also dominating the 1000cc class in 
Sports and GT races. The 1959 season 
started with a second in the GT category 
at the Monte Carlo Rally, this time as a 
works entry finishing 14th overall out of  
several hundred starters, which included 
around 16 three-car factory teams. 

Sprites took the first three places in 
class at Sebring in the U.S. A Sprite won 
the 1959 British Rally Championship 
and British Trials, plus the Rally Drivers 
Gold Star Championship, culminat-
ing with a class win at the rough, fast 
and dusty four-day Liege-Rome-Liege 
Marathon. A works Sprite was also 
second overall at the British RAC 
International Rally, a feat that it repeated 
the following year, as well as a third place 
overall at the Liege in 1960. 

The list of  successes goes on and on, 
and 50 years later, the Sprite is still con-
sidered to be the leader among small GT 
cars in classic and vintage races and ral-
lies. On recent trips to Goodwood in the 
U.K. and Road America in the U.S., I 
saw highly modified Sprites vying for first 
place in unlimited size GT events. The 
many versions built by specialist firms like 
my Speedwells and Sebrings, Ashleys, 
WSM and even sophisticated models 

raced by the Donald Healey Company 
itself  shows how the tuning profession 
took to Donald’s “frog”—even if, at the 
time, those stick-up headlamps didn’t win 
many friends. 

The affordable Sprite enabled thou-
sands of  enthusiasts all over the world to 
take part in competitions that had previ-
ously only been the prerogative of  the 
rich, including me. A full Sebring Sprite 

with steel body could be bought new for 
around 1500 pounds sterling with every 
listed mechanical option, including discs, 
tougher close ratio gears, wire wheels, 
and engine modifications for race or 
rally. The first such model, purchased 
in the summer of  1960 by John Patten, 
was the third place car at Liege among 
an entry list of  Porsches, Alfas, Ferraris, 
works Healey 3000s and other expensive 
factory entries. 

Geoff  Healey and his crew designed a 
truly brilliant and forward-thinking body 
shell, in fact an early monocoque. But 
naturally, BMC searched the parts bins for 
the bits and pieces of  power, drivetrain, 
braking, steering and suspension in order 
to keep the price as low as possible. 

The gearbox was a horror; I cannot 
tell you how many crates of  busted first 
and reverse gears were stacked under 
our workbenches. Front stub axles were 
also too frail for the job. BMC’s chief  
designer, Syd Enever, told me that the 
two holes drilled into the stub had no 
place on the production run and were 
almost certainly the cause of  the weak-
ness. In true BMC style, they were still 
drilled–and failing–when I tackled the 
London-to-Sydney Marathon 10 years 
later in a Spridget, which shed its front 
wheel through stub failure as we crossed 
into New South Wales, the last state in 

a 10,000-mile event. More galling was 
the fact that we were leading the private 
owner category and were in position for 
a top-10 finish. 

The rear suspension with unusual 
quarter elliptic springs was sensational. It 
had tremendous road holding ability, and 
when coupled with a stiff  front anti-roll 
bar, gave excellent adhesion even with a 
beam axle and no limited slip differential.

Braking was surprisingly good 
in the Sprite even with the original 
drum brakes, as long as the rather 
cheap production linings were 
changed to VG95s. The conversion 
to a Girling disc brake front setup 
with rear brakes from the Riley 1.5 
transformed the stopping power to 
equal almost every high-end GT 
car in the world. Outbraking and 
outcornering far bigger GT cars 
became the hallmark of  the Bugeye 
in the seasons to come.

Getting out the spare wheel would 
have been a lengthy disaster, but luck-

ily punctures were somewhat rare, and 
mainly affected those who liked to slide the 
back end too close to the rough edges of  
the road. I think I only had five punctures 
in 20 years or so of  racing and rallying. 
Nowadays tires seem to be changed every 
hour during an event, and the adhesion 
of  modern sticky rubber no doubt puts a 
lot of  extra strain on the suspension. My 
drive a decade ago at the Lactos Rally in 
Tony Bennetto’s Sprite showed just how 
different the driving techniques are with 
these new “stickies.” Braking distances 
were incredibly short and our old-fash-
ioned technique of  tail-sliding was virtu-
ally impossible. It took the first day to get 
used to a car that didn’t slide all over the 
road; I reckon I was braking far too soon 
even on day three!

My only real complaint about those 
early Sprites was the choice of  colors. I 
don’t know who chose BMC’s palette, 
but the range was pretty much dull, 
duller and dullest. Speedwell Blue was 
the best of  a bad bunch and is the 
colour of  my own Bugeye, which has 
been my only road car for the last 15 
years here in Hawaii. It carries the reg-
istration plate PMO 200, which was on 
that first Sprite I drove out of  the fac-
tory a few days before the official launch 
of  Britain’s arguably most successful 
production competition car. BM

SPRITELy BEGINNINGS
b y  J O h N  s P R i N z E L

photo courtesy John Sprinzel
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The top-billed screening at this 
year’s Southern Yosemite Automotive 
Film Festival held in March in 
Oakhurst, California, was like a 
combination of  the Hollywood 
film premieres of  two classic mov-
ies: “American Graffiti” (think loads 
of  classic cruisers) and the “Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre” (think campy 
mayhem). There is no other way to 
describe the world premiere of  “Hot 
Rod Horror,” which was enthusiastical-
ly reviewed by a large audience. The 
independent film’s stars and director 
were on hand to gauge audience reac-
tion—which included gasps and small 
shrieks—and were 
smiling by the end 
of  the screening. 

Shrieks aren’t 
common at a film 
festival focused 
on cars and rac-
ing, but “Hot Rod 
Horror” features 
a psychopathic 
killer in car-filled 
scenes filmed in 
a junkyard and on California streets. 
Festival attendees got a chance to meet 
the actor who portrayed the psycho-
path and look at the rat rod he built 
in the film, a combination of  a 1932 
Ford coupe and a pick-up cab. The 
gleaming Cadillac convertible from the 
movie was also on display.

The common reactions heard in 
other film screenings were “wow” 
as cars and racers performed stunts 
and showed racing finesse in films 
like “The Speed Merchants,” “The 
Racing Scene,” “Gone in 60 Seconds,” 
“Winning” starring Paul Newman, and 
the 1974 “Champions Forever: The 
Formula One Drivers.” Bruce Kessler, 
producer of  the 1963 film “The Sound 
of  Speed,” discussed the making of  
this masterwork, which featured Lance 
Reventlow in a Scarab and won the 
Cannes Film Festival. 

Legendary racers were on hand to 
discuss their top-speed experiences and 

sign autographs, 
including Jerry 
Grant, the first 
to exceed a 200 
mph lap in an 
Indy Car; Tony 
Adamowicz, win-
ner of  the 1969 
Formula 5000 
championship; 
Doug Hooper, 
Corvette Hall 

of  Famer; Davey Jordan and Scooter 
Patrick, endurance racers; and 
Howden Ganley, a Formula 1 driver. 

There were plenty of  oohs and aahs 
expressed around the hundred pris-
tine and rare vehicles featured in the 
multi-marque Spring in the Sierra car 
show. Highlights ranged from a Model 

T Speedster to a real 427 Cobra. 
Participating car clubs included the 
Valley British Auto Club along with 
the local Corvette and Porsche clubs. 

Longtime racer Dave Wolin organized 
this three-day classic sports car event. 
It also featured rare racing footage, an 
area for vendors to sell car-related prod-
ucts and services, automotive authors 
and artists, a poker run, displays, mini 
races for kids, and a special lunch at 
Riverside Raceway. 

At the awards banquet, the 
Southern Yosemite Lifetime 
Achievement Award was given to 
Bruce Kessler, producer of  the “Sound 
of  Speed.” The Autobooks/Aerobooks 
Automotive Film Excellence Award 
was presented to Arlene Sidaris on 
behalf  of  the late Andy Sidaris, who 
directed the “The Racing Scene.” 
The Lee Iacocca Award was given to 
Kathy McCorry, executive director 
of  the Oakhurst Area Chamber of  
Commerce. The evening was topped 
off  by Polish racing driver Tony 
Adamowicz’s tales of  the crazy non-
stop trip across the country in a van 
during the first Cannonball Run.

Event sponsors included Moss 
Motors, Classic Motorsports, Kumho 
Tires and Optima Batteries. The 
Oakhurst Area Chamber of  
Commerce and the Community 
Service and Support Group Inc. were 
the organizers. BM

hOT ROd 
hORROR 

dEBUTS AT 
AUTOMOTIvE 

FILM FESTIvAL
b y  K AT h L E E N  M . 

M A N G A N

P h O T O G R A P h y  b y 
T i M  s u D D A R D

EvENTS
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Many events claim to offer something 
for everyone, but the GRM Speedfest at 
the Classic Motorsports Mitty presented by 
Mazda is truly an all-you-can-eat buffet 
of  automotive delicacies from around the 
world. Held this year from May 1-4, the 
Mitty served up racing, car corrals and 
heaping portions of  infield fun for thou-
sands of  enthusiasts.

Once again Moss Motors was a big 
part of  the show by hosting the Moss 
Pub. It was the infield’s centerpiece, 
hosting evening parties and giving 
attendees a comfortable, shady place to 
rest their weary feet. 

Road Atlanta’s iconic 2.54-mile cir-
cuit buzzed with a staggering variety 
of  race cars. From rare vintage racers 
dripping with patina to the latest legends 
from the world of  prototype sports car 
racing, it was a rare attendee who could 
identify all of  the cars on track at any 
given time. The featured race of  the 
weekend was the Historic Grand Prix 
battle between vintage Formula 1 cars. 

The infield was alive with the Grassroots 
Motorsports Speedfest. Attendees could 
stroll the aisles of  the many car corrals, 
meet Bob Bondurant, or take a few hot 
laps of  their own in a Kumho Tires 
Mazda MX-5 at the autocross. 

As day rolled into evening, the Moss 
Motors Pub opened for business. Cold 
drinks were served, while the dart boards 
were open for business. Chris Knight, 
Moss Motors’ marketing assistant, was 
also present to hand out catalogs, answer 
questions and meet loyal customers. BM

MITTy MANIA
British Cars Add to the Global Tapestry at Road Atlanta
b y  s c O T T  R .  L E A R

P h O T O G R A P h y  A s  c R E D i T E D

Day or night, the Moss Pub was open for business. The pub was 
located right in the middle of the infield, making it a convenient 
stop for anyone at the track. The menu included cold drinks, hot 
darts and lots of socializing.

The guys from Slot Car Illustrated, B.R.M. 
Model Cars and the Race Place hosted a 
slot car shootout for anyone interested in 
giving it a try.

Several times each day spectators were 
allowed to take some touring laps around 
the famed 2.54-mile Road Atlanta track.

The British favorites weren’t confined to 
the track and paddock; the infield was 
also full of neat machines.

Need a new toy? 
Wire Wheel Classic 
Sports Cars spon-
sored the for-sale 
corral, and some 
tasty wares were 
on display.

photosbyjuha.com
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Always wanted to give vintage rac-
ing a try? There’s an opportunity every 
February at Buttonwillow Raceway in 
Buttonwillow, California, that offers a 
safe, low-cost way to get out on the track 
in a classic car and learn racing tech-
niques from the experts. It’s presented 
by the Vintage Auto Racing Association 
(VARA), a group that's been organizing 
vintage racing in California, Arizona and 
Nevada for more than 35 years. 

VARA University participants can 
bring their own classic cars—the only 
requirements are a roll bar for open 
cars and a helmet. Cars of  any vintage 
and style are eligible; at this event old 
MG street cars are as welcome as new 
Corvette race cars. Rented rides are also 
available at reasonable rates for out-of-
town participants who want to fly out 
for the three-day weekend event. VARA 
University costs just $275, a bargain 
compared to other racing schools.

Drivers and their cars are sorted into 
four groups according to car prepara-
tion and race experience. Everyone 
gets in-depth classroom instruction, 
on-track coaching and track time. 
The experts leading the program are 
Danny McKeever, a professional driving 

instructor and stunt man, and VARA’s 
own John Wilkins. 

Novice racers learn about flagging, 
basic driving techniques, and how to 
take the different types of  corners. 
More experienced drivers learn proper 
racing lines, defensive moves and other 
advanced techniques. On the skidpad, 
students learn the limits of  their car 
in a safe, controlled environment. The 
threshold braking exercise teaches addi-
tional valuable skills. After the slalom 
exercise to teach car control, students 
are ready for the track. 

Groups are first introduced to the 
tight East Loop, running at speeds 
barely faster than a typical autocross 
event. Racers progress to the much 
faster West Loop and then combine the 
two loops for the full-track experience. 
Each group gets at least three track ses-
sions per day. All racers get some wheel-
to-wheel racing action, but it is more 
limited and tightly regulated for novice 
racers in street cars. 

Instructor McKeever’s most impor-
tant advice for racers at all levels is to 
keep eyes focused ahead. He explains 
that racers concentrate too much on the 
current corner to determine where they 

need to be next. This has an impact on 
car placement and the driving line. He 
adds that drivers typically start out quite 
timid, but end up becoming better, more 
confident drivers, not only on the track, 
but on the streets as well. 

“This program is a great way to see 
if  vintage racing is what you really want 
to do,” says Steve Rogers, owner of  a 
MGB GT. John Nikas took the plunge 
first, buying a TR4 race car and taking 
it to VARA University as his first event. 
But he struggled with some mechanical 
problems with his car during the event. 
His advice to program participants: 
Shake out your car in advance to ensure 
it’s in good mechanical shape so you 
can focus on learning. 

After the program, many par-
ticipants decide to make the time and 
financial commitment to fully prepare a 
classic car for vintage racing. A one-year 
VARA membership is just $85. BM

vINTAGE UNIvERSITy
Take your own car and give vintage racing a try
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Who says you can’t learn the fine art of 
motor racing in your British classic? VARA 
U makes that a possibility. And it’s a friend-
ly group, too, as trackside repairs usually 
come free of charge.
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yOUR PROjECTS

hUBBy SCORES POINTS

Lately, Diane Ohlendorf  is very 
pleased with her husband, Tim. While 
she was in college—before she had 
ever met him—she had two different 
orange Midgets. They were fun cars 
for a single col-
lege student, but 
quite impractical 
for the winters 
experienced while 
at Eastern Illinois 
University. 

Diane eventu-
ally chose a more 
winter-friendly 
car and allowed 
her fun MGs to 
become memories. 
She could share 
those memories 
with her college 
friends but only recount them to her 
husband.

Since parting with her cars, Diane 
has become a teacher and her husband 
now runs a shop that restores antique 
cars. Last summer, while Diane was 
leading a student trip to London, Tim 

worked on his anniversary present. 
One Saturday after her return, Tim 

left for the afternoon to wrap up a few 
projects at his shop. A couple of  hours 
later Diane heard her dogs barking in 

the driveway and 
went to investi-
gate—and found 
Tim delivering 
an orange Midget 
very similar to 
the ones she had 
owned years 
before! 

He had stud-
ied all of  her 
old photographs 
and found a suit-
able candidate in 
Kentucky. He had 
the car sent to his 

shop where he completely restored it for 
her. Diane notes that Tim stands 6-foot-
5-inches tall, so not only was the resto-
ration a job, but there was quite a bit 
of  contortion involved on Tim’s behalf. 
She says that she is incredibly grateful 
for all of  it, of  course.  BM
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