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LOUD PEDAL

DRIVING “MR. MAGOO”
B Y  R O B E R T  G O L D M A N

BM
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NEWS

New From Your Friends at Moss: North 
American Austin A30/A35 Registry
You can’t throw a stone 

around Moss headquarters 

without hitting a car nut, 

and COO Fred Lynch is 

no exception. He has two 

Austin A35s and wants to 

create a North American 

Austin A30/A35 register. If 

you have one—or your crazy friends do—please notify Fred. Send 

him your name, city, state, year, model, and some general information 

about the car. Photos are also much appreciated. Fred will compile all 

the submissions and reply to all who have sent info—all six of you, he 

jokes. His e-mail address is lynchf@mossmotors.com.

BMTA: Preserving the British Car Hobby
The British Motor Trade Association, a group dedicated to 

strengthening the business end of the hobby, will meet this 

February in Philadelphia. Their plan is simple: improve all 

aspects of our British car scene via increased communication. 

Visit britcar.org for details.

Get Behind the Scenes at Daytona 
and The Mitty
Our friends at Classic Motorsports and Grassroots Motorsports 

have two big events scheduled for early 2010, and all British car 

fans are invited to participate. They’ll host their GRM Experience 

at the Rolex 24 At Daytona January 28-31, while the Speedfest 

at the Classic Motorsports Mitty takes place at Road Atlanta April 

29-May 2. Check out classicmotorsports.net for details.

Classic Mini: 
Small Car Gets A 
Big Catalog
Moss Motors’ Classic Mini 

catalog might be the new kid 

on the block, but it’s already 

chock full of thousands of part 

numbers. A hard copy can be 

ordered via the Moss Motors 

Web site, mossmotors.com. 

Don’t yet have a Mini? Once 

you see all the available parts, 

maybe that will change.

The MGC is a car that to this day evokes more emotion and debate 

than any other model that left the gates at Abingdon. Doomed by 

poor planning and execution, under development during its brief 

production run, internal politics, bad relations with the motoring 

press, and almost no marketing, it lasted only two years after its 1967 

debut with a production run of a mere 9002 cars.

The MGC was compared to two great cars of that era—the Austin-

Healey 3000 and the MGB—and was found to be lacking. It didn’t 

have the performance of the former, or the “sportiness” of the latter. 

But you only need to look at the two factory 

MGC GT “Sebring” aluminum-alloy bodied 

race cars, “Mabel” and “Romeo,” otherwise 

known by their English registration numbers 

MBL 546E and RMO 699F, to see the true 

potential of the MGC. They were more than a 

match for anything in their class, and proudly 

represented the MG marque at such legend-

ary venues as the Targa Florio, Nürburgring 

and Sebring. You can only imagine the results 

if they had raced at Le Mans.

Fast forward to today. The MGC enjoys a 

cult status among the MG fraternity. Owners and enthusiasts are 

able to look past its initial shortcomings and see a superb grand-

touring car that with a few modifications, like those done by the 

Downton and Nicholson tuning firms during the car’s production 

run, is capable of dramatically improved performance and handling. 

An MGC is more than capable of taking you from home to show 

and back, while still keeping up with the pace of today’s traffic. It 

offers the performance of an Austin-Healey 3000, while sharing 

many parts with the MGB, providing a rare car without the prices 

rare cars often command.

It is this rarity that has saved many MGCs. A number have been 

restored from rust buckets to show-winning condition, and an esti-

mated 2500 to 3000 are thought to be still on the road.

The American MGC Register (AMGCR) was formed in 1980 by Tom 

Boscarino to support the MGC and its owners. Its primary purpose at 

the time was to share information and obtain parts for the car, many 

of which were NLA at the time. Thankfully, due to the persistence of 

many suppliers in the U.K., U.S. and Europe, more MGC parts are avail-

able now than were available when the Register was formed.

The primary objective of the AMGCR is still relevant, despite the 

arrival of the Internet and with it, eBay. The Register and its members 

help disseminate information for the repair, 

restoration, maintenance, modification and 

overall enjoyment of the MGC, it also aids in 

locating spare parts and cars for sale. Most 

members know that if they need a part for 

their MGC, someone in the Register has it or 

can help source it. And Register members will 

go out of their way to help another member 

put or keep their car on the road. 

The best place to find an MGC owner is at 

the annual meet for the AMGCR, the CBA. This 

year’s meet was held in Auburn, Indiana, with 

the 2010 meet scheduled for Asheville, North Carolina. The 2011 meet 

will be held in conjunction with MG2011 in Reno/Lake Tahoe.

Keith Sanders (amgcr@juno.com) is the current Chairman of the 

Register, while Mark Saylor (mgcsaylor@verizon.net) is the current 

Editor of the Register. There are more than 240 active members of 

the Register, of which seven are either original owners of their cars 

or own cars that have been in the family since new. They reside 

in 40 states, Canada, England, France, Belgium and Germany. The 

dues are $25 per year, $30 for outside the U.S. Membership includes 

quarterly issues of the Register’s newsletter, Now ‘C’ Here!, and a 

window decal. Their Web address is mgcars.org.uk/amgcr. —Mark 
A. Saylor, Editor, American MGC Register

The American MGC Register
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MOTOR MAIL@

Our Tech Article Needs Mini Tech
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MOTOR GEAR
Chrome Locking Gas Cap 

with MG Logo by

Tourist Trophy

All Midget, MGB 1970-'74 & 1976-'80 202-780 $119.95 

License Plate Mount 

Badge Holder

Badge Holder - Lic. Plate Mount 244-105 $21.95

Triumph Wind 

Wings 

TR4-4A, TR250/6 647-010 $82.95 

Seat Towels

Union Jack - Red/White/Blue 216-590 $31.95

Union Jack - Black/White/Grey 216-591 31.95

Black - Checkered & Union Jack Flags 216-592 31.95

Compact Air 

Horn Kit

Compact Air Horn Kit 545-085 $59.95
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Mini Logo Key Fobs

Mini Shield Black 117-780 $9.95

Mini Shield Brown 117-781 9.95

Mini Round Black 117-785 9.95

Mini Round Brown 117-786 9.95

Mini Parking Signs

Mini Car Parking 117-791 $24.95

Mini Shield Parking 117-790 24.95

Lucas Cloisonné Pin

Lucas Prince of Darkness Pin 229-255 $5.95

Nylon Hooded Jackets

MG Logo - Medium 013-665 $59.95

MG Logo - Large 013-666 59.95

MG Logo - X-Large 013-667 59.95

Austin-Healey Logo - Medium 013-670 59.95

Austin-Healey Logo - Large 013-671 59.95

Austin-Healey Logo - X-Large 013-672 59.95

Triumph Book Logo - Medium 013-675 59.95

Triumph Book Logo - Large 013-676 59.95

Triumph Book Logo - X-Large 013-677 59.95

Triumph Wreath Logo - Medium 013-680 59.95

Triumph Wreath Logo - Large 013-681 59.95

Triumph Wreath Logo - X-Large 013-682 59.95

Robert Bentley’s Repair Manual for British Cars

Bentley Repair Manual 213-785 $44.95
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COVER STORY

MAKING A BRITISH CAR A 
FAMILY PROJECT

Family fun doesn't 
always mean pic-
nics and ballgames. 
Sometimes the best 
way for parents and 
kids to bond is over 
a couple thousand 
pounds of steel, glass 
and rubber.

When you add a British car to the family, it can inspire teamwork 

and togetherness
B Y  K AT H L E E N  M .  M A N G A N

David S. Wallens photo
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COVER STORY

Tim Suddard photoTim Suddard photo

Swap meets can be 
an excellent place to 
pick up new projects 
and good ideas. It’s 
important to agree on 
a new project before 
taking the plunge, 
though. Once you get 
the new toy home, a 
thorough washing and 
inspection is a great 
way to get acquainted 
with your new car.
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prices for the alternative solutions.

Resto-Research Projects:

Even the youngest 
family members can 
get involved in the 
car restoration – 
they love to help, 
especially when you 
keep it fun.
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COVER STORY

BM

Classic Motorsports and 

Grassroots Motorsports, completed a restoration on a 

and recommends the 

Suddard. “We had 

the classic father-son 

we also got to spend 

the mundane to the philosophical.” 

thrash before their first big event. “We had a finite dead-

-

ested when he saw the 

fast progress we were 

Now that the car is run-

his own.” The bottom 

line for Suddard: “The 

on a lot of levels.” 

One Father’s Perspective

Tim Suddard photo
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Get inside the world of 
classic sports car driving, 
restoration and racing

Visit: ClassicMotorsports.net
Call: (800) 520-8292

 
Six issues a year full of classic 
and British car features

More in-depth how-to articles

Visit ClassicMotorsports.net to 
get a FREE TRIAL ISSUE

GET YOUR FREE ISSUE

SPECIAL!
Insider’s guide 

to what to see and do at 

Monterey. See page 75

INSIDE:

SNAKE CHARM

Powering Project AlfaBuying a Big Healey Monterey Insider Guide

CCCCCCHCCCCCCCCCHHCCCCCCCCCHH

INSIDE:

Easy Enough

BEST BUDGET BENZ BUYS SUPERCHARGE YOUR CLASSIC BRIAN REDMAN INTERVIEW

ggghhhhh

INSIDE:

VINTAGE
RACING

Classic Ferrari Monterey Coverage Safety on Track

GET
YOURS
TODAY!

GET
YOURS
TODAY!
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BUYERS GUIDE

MG T-SERIES:
THE SPORTS CAR AMERICA 

LOVED FIRST
B Y  K AT H L E E N  M .  M A N G A N

These classics were owned by Clark Gable, 
raced by Phil Hill and showcased in movies 
driven by Rock Hudson and Ryan O’Neal. 
Owners are passionate about them.
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Insider’s Info:

There was never a fuel gauge on the 

The T-series had what were dubbed 

doors hinged at the rear that could 

behind the seats. 

Fair weather driving is advisable 

windshield and there is no wiper fluid 

The center-hinged bonnet with fold-

good access to the engine. In true 

Since trained mechanics and parts for 

MG created a set of spare engines that 

could be swapped for a worn one.

drivers lapped the 10-mile course at 

international and 25 American records.

The Gathering of the Faithful events 

in 1965 and are now held on both 

and abingdonroughriders.org for details.

in good condition. 
Instruments were switched to the iconic octagon shape with the MG TF. Moss is fanatical 
about part originality and quality – even some of the bolts are specially made in England.

MG TD Popular Replacement Parts
Part No. Price

181-195 $179.95 Brake Master 
Cylinder

434-010 $174.95 Water Pump

111-108 $609.95 Major Bumper 
Assembly, front

454-170 $99.95 Grille, Zinc-plated

140-400 $134.95 Starter

245-878 $1,099.95 Leather Seat Kit w/Vinyl 
Panel and Trim Kit, Tan

454-478 $374.95 Carpet Set, Black

357-080 $393.95 Wiring Harness

454-528 $380.95 Stainless Steel 
Exhaust System

281-528 $248.95 Body Rubber Kit
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BUYERS GUIDE

BM

Moss offers 
upgrades on many 
components, such 
as the five-speed 
conversion kit with 
synchromesh on all 
five gears, Pertronix 
electronic ignition 
and the conversion 
kit to MGB front 
shocks. A new TD 
wiper motor, under 
development for four 
years, will be out 
soon.
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Keeping Your British 
Car Safe, Reliable 
and Fun

Abacus Racing and Machine
Acme Speed Shop
Advanced Auto Wire
Advanced Distributors
Advanced Performance Technology
Alexander Racing Enterprises
Autodynamics
Autosport, Inc.
Bentley Publishers
Bentley Zionsville
BMC British Automobile LLC
Brit Bits
Britauto
British Auto Restorations
British Auto Sport
British Car Service
British Car Specialists
British Cars of America
British Parts NW, Inc.
British Wire Wheel
British Wiring
Carlisle Productions, Inc.
Charleston Import Automotive
Christopher's NAPA Auto Care 
Center LLC
Clark & Clark Specialty 
Products, Inc.
Clarke Spares
Classic Auto LEDs
Classic MG Magazine
Classic Motorsports Magazine
Classic Sports Cars LLC

Connell's MG
Coolcat Express Corp.
D&J Car Care Center
Dave Bean Engineering, Inc.
Dayton Wire Wheel
Delta Motorsports, Inc.
Eclectic Motorworks LLC
Engel Imports
English Motors
Fast Cars Inc.
FasterJags.com
Flying Circus English Cars
Foreign Parts Positively, Inc
Fourth Gear LTD
Garage Ernest Leroux Inc.
Glenn's MG Repair
Gustafson Machine
Guy's Garage Inc
Hagerty Insurance
Hemmings Sport & Exotic
Hendrix Wire Wheel
Hi Tech Collision Repair
International Classics, LLC
JAE
Joe Curto Inc
K&T Vintage Sports Cars
Kat Kare, Inc.
Kip Motor Company Inc
Leyland British, Inc.
Little Britain Motor Co.
Little British Car Co., Ltd.
Mantell Motorsport

Mercer and Woodson Automo-
tive, Inc.
MG Bits and Spares
MG Drivers Club of NA
MG Five Speed Company
Midwest Motor Sports, Inc.
Mini Mania
Moss Motors Ltd.
Motorcar Garage LLC
Motorhead, LTD
Nisonger Instruments
North American MG Council
Northshore Sports Cars
Northwest Import Parts
Old Cars Weekly / Krause
Omni Specialties
On The Road Again
Pennsylvania Metal Cleaning
Pertronix Inc.
Pierce Manifolds
Quality Coaches Inc.
Radisson Plaza Hotel
Ragtops & Roadsters, Inc.
RAT-CO
Reborn Company LLC
Restoration Parts Manufacturing
Restoration Supply Company
RetroAir / Mr. Jaguar.com
Riverside Motors
Ron Shimek Auto Service
rpMGroup
Scuderia Silvestri

SNG Barratt USA
Southside British
Sports Car Craftsmen, LLC
Sports Car Parts
Sportscars Ltd.
Strohm Automotive Inc
Terry's Jaguar Parts
The B Hive
The MGB Hive LTD
The Motorway, Ltd
The Roadspeed Garage
The Roadster Factory
The Winner's Circle
Treasured Motorcar Services, LTD.
Triumph Rescue
TS Imported Auto
Union Jack
University Motors Ltd
Van Hook Vintage Sports Car 
Services LLC
Victoria British Ltd
Victory Lane Magazine
Vintage Restorations Limited
Vintage Sports Car
VTO Performance
W & G Motorparts
Wallace Wade Specialty Tires
Whitworth Shop
Wire Wheel Classic Sports Cars
World Wide Auto Parts
XKs Unlimited

When you see this logo you know you 
are dealing with restoration shops, parts 
suppliers and service providers who are 
passionate about the British car hobby.

To learn more or to join please visit: www.britcar.org
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EDITOR’S CHOICE
MG TF INSPIRES LIFELONG AUTOMOTIVE 
ENTHUSIASM (AND A MUSEUM)
B Y  K AT H L E E N  M .  M A N G A N

Jeff Lane’s dad, Gene, got him started work-
ing on cars. He gave Jeff his MG TF in piec-
es with the understanding he’d have to put 
it together. That car is now a treasured part 
of his car collection at Lane Motor Museum.

J
i
e
i
o
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BM

It took Lane four years to get his TF on the road, but when he did, 
he shifted to high gear, crossing the country in it, taking it to far-
off national meets, and logging 40,000 miles in three years while 
storing it in the winters. “I have great memories of those road 
trips,” he says, adding that the car never stranded him.

Source

lanemotormuseum.org

(615) 742-7445
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$2007 Race Civic:
Honda on a Budget
Four-Wheel Fury:
New Evo and STI

In This

Kids and Karts: Motorsports for the junior high crowd
 Project Cars: Rally Saab and NASA Spec E30 BMW
Bike-Powered Terror: Project Berzerkeley begins

www.GrassrootsMotorsports.com

NASA 25 HOURS OF THUNDERHILL: Behind the wheel report

BUILD YOUR NEXT ENGINE FOR 
MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE WITH 

THESE STEP-BY-STEP TIPS

$2007 Challenge Winner:
Amazing Sucker Vette
Hillclimbs:
Go Vertical for Fun

In This

Pontiac Solstice: Prep tips for road race and autocross
Nissan 300ZX: The 1990s supercar is now affordable

Project Cars: Autocross Miata and Berzerkeley
www.GrassrootsMotorsports.com

SPECIAL SAFETY SECTION: Guide to the latest driving suits and helmets

BUDGET ALTERNATIVES: Why buy 
new when you can get the same 

goodness for less money?
BIG DREAMS,
small price

Drivers to Watch:
Who’s Hot On Track
Power Sharing:
Honda-Powered Celica

In This

Project Cars: Bike-powered Berkeley and Rally Saab
Engine Math: Calculate your compression ratio

Zoom Zoom: Mazda’s World Challenge effort
www.GrassrootsMotorsports.com

EASY POWER: Turbocharge your Miata in a weekend!

Every generation
of M3 compared

    ARVELOUS 
BMWs
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GET A FREE ISSUE
of GRASSROOTS MOTORSPORTS

from the publishers of 
CLASSIC MOTORSPORTS
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Turbo Honda:
Fast CRX Built for $2000

Subaru Impreza WRX:
Buying and tuning guide

In This

Project Cars: BMW Spec E30 racer and Berzerkeley

Limit Your Slip: Differentials tested and explained

Fast Ford: Power tweaks for Shelby Mustang 

GrassrootsMotorsports.com

BUDGET RACE CARS: Wheel-to-wheel machines for under $15,000

Our annual Editors’ 
Choice awards
recognize the

best of 2008

DIAL UP YOUR 911:
Driving tips for the 

rear-engined Porsches

BEST OF
THE YEAR
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Grassroots Motorsports

1984-2009

YES! Send my FREE 
TRIAL ISSUE of Grassroots 
Motorsports magazine.
If I like it, I’ll receive 7 more issues for the low price of $19.95. 
If I am not completely satisfied, I’ll just return the invoice 
marked “CANCEL” and the FREE TRIAL ISSUE is mine to keep.

GET MORE ISSUES
Get eight big issues a year from the 
publishers of Classic Motorsports

GET MORE TECH
$19.95 gets you one full year of 
Grassroots Motorsports magazine. 
Each issue gets to you before you 
can get it on the newsstand.

GET IT EVERYTIME
Never miss an issue. Subscribe today 
and get GRM delivered to your door 
eight times a year.

visit: GRMstore.com

call: (800) 520-8292

READ THESE EXCITING STORIES IN UP-
COMING ISSUES:

GET
YOURS
TODAY

NAME: E-MAIL:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

Canada add $8 per year. Other foreign add $12 per year. Florida residents add 6% sales Tax. Allow 4-8 weeks for delivery of first issue
Mail to: PO Box 1568, Ormond Beach, FL 32175

G
C

A
D

09
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HOW-TO

DIFFERENTIAL EQUATION
Fixing a Common TR6 Problem: A Weak Differential Mount

While the job is 
easier with the 
TR-6’s body off the 
frame, in the photo 
above you can see 
that there is room to 
remove the diff with 
the car securely on 
stands or a lift. At 
left, you can see the 
results of a shoddy, 
incorrectly done 
repair. The Moss 
kit is designed to 
fit properly, and 
eliminate the clunk-
ing and movement 
associated with 
broken mounts.
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HOW-TO

BM

The Moss kit 
includes all the 
pieces you’ll need 
to refresh your dif-
ferential mounts. 
While doing this job, 
we also recommend 
you take the time 
to install some new 
bushings as well.
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Order online or by phone:

Visit ClassicMotorsports.net 

Call (800) 520-8292

The best of Classic Motorsports

12-month calendar

supplement to Classic Motorsports magazine

presented by:

With Your Paid Subscription

Perfect for the office or garage! 
Measuring 10x17 inches when 
open, the calendar features the 
best cars of Classic Motorsports 
magazine—one brilliant, full-
color photo for every month 

of the year.

Send in your 
order form 

today!

YES! I’d like to subscribe to Classic Motorsports magazine 
and get my FREE 2010 wall calendar!
BEST DEAL! Sign me up for three years 
(18 big issues) of Classic Motorsports for $49.95, 
plus a FREE 2010 wall calendar!

Sign me up for two years (12 
issues) of Classic Motorsports 
for $35.95 plus a FREE 2010 
wall calendar!

Sign me up for one year (6 
issues) of Classic Motorsports 
for $35.95, plus a FREE 2010 
wall calendar!

GET
YOURS
TODAY!

C
C

A
LA

D
09

Canada add $8.00 per year, other foreign add $12.00 per year. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

BILL MY: VISA MC AMEX DISC CHECK ENCLOSED

CREDIT CARD # EXP:

SIGNATURE:

Your Information

Mail to: P.O. Box 1568, Ormond Beach, FL 32175
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HOW-TO

THE COOL FACTOR
B Y  M O S S  T E C H N I C A L  S E R V I C E S
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EVENTS

BM

BEAUTY AND PERFORMANCE
TRA Members Illustrate Both Aspects of the Triumph Marque

Participants at the 
TRA National Meet 
enjoyed the show, 
as well as the hot 
laps at Summit 
Point Motorsports 
Park and other driv-
ing events. Only Jeff 
Krupp’s TR3B (lower 
right) looked unhap-
py after its front end 
was altered by a 
telephone pole.
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YOUR PROJECTS

BM

ONE COOL MG

When Richard Thornberry decided to restore 
and enhance an MGB, his new hobby turned 
into a lifestyle. A five-speed transmission, 
rumbling exhaust system and air condition-
ing puts a smile on his face while driving. 





















made in
england
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COMING EVENTS
Sept 24-26: 6-Pack Trials Festival, Long Beach Island, NJ, contact jimholewka@hotmail.com, www.6-pack.org/TRials09/Trials09.html

Sept 26: 2nd Annual Woodstock British Car Meet, Woodstock Playhouse, Woodstock, NY, Woodstock.British@gmail.com

Sept 26: 30th Annual NAMGBR Mid-Atlantic Regional, Rocks State Park, MD, www.mgsofbaltimore.com, 410-817-6862

Oct 2-4: 28th Annual Shenandoah Valley British Car Club Show, Waynesboro VA, Mark Harris 434 295-8469, www.SVBCC.net

Oct 2-4: 9th Annual British Legends Weekend, Bridge Park, Buzzards Bay, MA, www.CapeCodBritishCarClub.org

Oct 10: 8th Annual Brits by the Bay, Downs Park, Pasadena, MD, James Meechie 301-520-3418, BritsByTheBay@gmail.com, www.TRACLTD.org

Oct 10-11: British Car Roundup, Old Town Clovis, CA, 559-352-7968, valleybritish.org

Oct 11: 11th Annual Hunt Country Classic, Willoughby Farm, Middleburg, Virginia, mgcarclub.com

Oct 31: 11th Annual “Brits at the Battleship”, North Carolina Park, Wilmington, NC, John Moore 910-686-7899, jmoore24@ec.rr.com

Nov 7: South Texas All British Car Day, Boerne, Texas, Mike McPhail 512-695-8637, mmcphail@austin.rr.com

April 16-18, 2010: Paradise All British Car Club “North Meets South,” Pismo Beach, CA, Larry Long 805-937-3784 paradisecarclubhome.com

Moss Motors Club Support Program: 2010 



EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BRITISH CLASSIC...

FEATURED PRODUCTS

Free Catalogs
Hundreds of pages of parts and 
information on 
MGs, Triumphs, 
Austin-Healeys and 
Classic Minis

E-News
Breaking Email news 
about sales, special 
pricing, close-out 
offers, new products 
and our latest videos on MossTV

Forum
Share your insight, 

experience and passion on our 
Moss Forum. Learn from others, just 
chat or browse the cars for sale

www.mossmotors.com/Forum

S
i

Tech Services
Check out Tech Tips online or Tech 
Services Dept 
for personal 
service

Customer Loyalty Program
Spend $1,500 and enjoy 12% off

orders for one
year and your
own dedicated
salesperson

Watch 
videos 
on topics including how-to and 
product spotlights, subscribe 
and get updates when 
new videos are posted

Flame Thrower
Distributor
Moss has applications 
for 4 and 6 cylinder cars. 
Gain optimal performance 
and drivability, with no 
points to burn or moving 
parts to wear out.
www.mossmotors.com/FlameThrower

License  
Plate Badge Holder
Ingenious design by Moss engineers! 
Installs with your license plate, and 
allows you to easily mount enamel or 
magnetic badges.
www.mossmotors.com/BadgeHolder
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Moss Motors ,  Ltd .
440 Rutherford Street
Goleta, CA 93117


