











TECHNICAL TIPS

TR4-6 STEERING COLUMN WOBBLE

Doegyour steering column flexwhen you pull up or down on thewheeR? If s, check the flexible rubber steering column couplings

first. If these appear

to be In good shape, check the lower mounting bracket for cracks. It's located below the dash where the
hthefi

passes throug Il You may have to move the flexible hose going to the defroster duct in order to see it. Thebrac-
ket ftselfis spot-welded to the fi llandp des a ing point for a U-bolt-type arrangement which goes over the column
and holds it steady. Cracl Iy app
along the top edges whese the U-bolt
passes through the bracket. What causes
this? Probably using the steering wheel for U-BOLT:
support when entering or exiting the car.
This puts a lot of stress on the bracket, FIRE WALL=———eb~,

which is made of very thin metal to be-
gin with .
Ifyou've d d that the bracket is,
infact, broken, you can now declde how to
go about fixing it. This is where the prob-
lems begin! First, must everything be
kept 1060% stock for Concours, or are mod-
i ptable? If dealing with a
show car, the bracket need only be welded
or brazed back together to remain stock.
Sounds simple, right? Wrong! No way are
you going to weld or braze anything under
the dash without burning wiring and hoses
and putting spatter bums in your rugs.
Good luck, show car people! You've got to
remove quite a few things to get adequate
clearance to tack-weld However, if you
don’t mind a minor ch a new brack

FIRST RIDE

Continued From Poge 3

sive to fix and keep running. And teachers
don’t makea lot of money, and there s stil}
time to cancel the deal and buy a Pontlac.

The trip to the dealer was indeed a long
one. But as we drove up to the dealership,
the ‘TR’ was parked on the front line,
poised as If to say, “I've been made for
you.” My heart and mind weren't normal
for those few moments while the papers
were signed, The handshake ended the
transaction, and the keys were handed
over. A lesson on folding the “paper top™
followed. Finally, that long-awalted, glor-
lous moment arrived

“Whatdoyou mean, i'sonly11:45 and |
can’t drive the car home yet? There won't
beany problems. By the time I get to Route
72, it will be noon and I will be insured.
Okay, I'l) be very careful.”

Itumed the key, my heart stopped as the
car roared instantly to life. The exhaust
note was instantly etched into my brain. |

hecked all the and

COLUMN
Now, working under the dash, the col and through the bracket to check
old bracket by first di bling the U- proper fit. Then mark the fi 11, drill two
bolt holding the col: to the brack ing holes and attach the bracket.

removing the felt padding and then, with
the help of vise grips or piiers, bending the
bracket back and forth until it snaps off the
fi Il. With this out of the way, you can

can be fabricated from aluminum angle
without much trouble. Find some angle

now position your new bracket. Place the
Lot 4

the fi {1 below the

y

Tighten the U-bolt, and your steering col-

Wow, [ can’t belleve this. This must be a
dream. A TR-6! All those years of reading,

umn should be free of the shakes from dying and ing. A TR-6! “Well,
now on. here goes!”

Submitted by Alan Stryesld 1 cased the clutch out and slowly drove

Lansdale, PA | away. My father was behind me, and 1

stock 1" by 4" thick by approximately 3” column so that the bracket touches the Alan will receive a $50.00 Gift Centlficate for
long. Drill this to accept a 1%" wide U-bolt b ofthe col and supp itinits ibuting this sol toa Tr
on one side and two %" bolts on the other. proper position. Slip the U-bolt over the umph steering malady.
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AUTOMOTIVE JUSTICE

Or ‘I Never Should Have Sold It

The 10W-40 Castrol drippl

sweaty face added yet another dimension
to the word “masochism.” I'd been under
my 65 TR-4 for 20 minutes trying to deal
with the Inf; I ! oll
filter. Would the gasket leak? WillT haveto
spend another five minutes taking the se-
curing nut off that mile-long thread? Did |
take the o!d gasket cut?

As I pull my aching, filthy arm out from

on my Jap or G sports pes?
Maybe | could actually put some miles on
the car.

As the sun sets, my five-year-old returns
from play. “Hey, Dad, can we go for a ride
the the Triumph?”

Aride, not a drive to go someplace, Why
not? Only five tostow the
able top In the boot and the frame under
the rear flaps. After firing it up, | watch the

under the §” g d cl {who sald
you could do it from Inside the engine com-
partment?), a nelghbor pulls into the park-
tng space beside me. 50-Ish stockbroker,
recently divorced, behind the wheel of a

p gauge (in degrees Cen-
tigrade, thank you) move up.
My neighbor is out again, too. He stops

by my side and pats the roll bar. Affec
uonate!y?

“Mine was a TR-3B. It only ran on good
days, like today. But it was worth It, every
minute.” He glanced over at the Bimmer.
“I never gshould have let her go. You can't
buy that feeling today, can you?™

1 eased the clutch up. “You're right, you
can’t. Thanks for the advice.”

Qur thanks and a $25.00 Gift Certificate go to
Ed Boylan of Hingh MA for his b
10 our newsletter.

could barely hear him yell, “You be care-
ful...still ten minutes...insurance!”

Those first few minutes on Route 15 will
always be fresh in my mind. Oh, that ex-
haust note. The large tachometer needle
asit fully swept across the | £
The smell of a new car, not any car, a TR-6!
The wood dash. I still was not fully in con-
trol 1 glanced In my side mirror and my
father was still there. | looked up and the
light In front of me was yellow, no, red! I
couldn’t believe it! In the car 90 seconds,
and | had missed the first red light that 1
had come upon! | was glad to see that my
father had the sense to stop. 1 shifted
into third.

A $25.00 Gift Certificate ts on the way to Paul
DesRosiers of Porland, CT for contributing this
short story to our newsletter,

Technical Tips
‘SLUGGISH CLUTCH

Stugglsh clutch action (hard to engage,
slow to release) may be caused by deter-
Ioration of the flextble clutch hose due to
age or proximity to engine oil and grime.
Even ifthe hose looks okay, the Inside may
be swollen shut.

Kihmt

d by Jerry Joh
Vero Beach, FL

Thanks for the tip Jery. A $10.00 Gift Certifi-
cate s on the way to you.

full boot BMW 6334 | walted for the stan-
dard fare, :

“Hey, guy, you working on that thing
because you lost an election bet?>”

“It’'s my mental hygienebreak, keepame
from having all clean clothes.”

“Right Try driving sometimes, if you
can. It's fun.”

Oh well, I reflect as he goes into his
apartment, how many other 2138¢cc cn-
gines take 13.2 pints of oi? Or have refil-
1able rear lever shocks? Or static ignition
timing? 1 look over at the shiny alloy-

heeled, fuekInjected, alr conditioned, hi-
tech kraut car. Not that beast, for sure!

Several hours later, the clutch slave
cylinder has been rebullt with genuine
Girling parts, the Stromberg dashpots
topped off, all 18 (count "em) grease fit-
tings have been lubed. And the owner
exhausted.

In the shower [ wonder If it’s all worth it.
What price nostalgla? Spend half a Satur-
day ministering to the damn thing. How

“ITV AN WTERESTING CovcarT
Bur Wil 1T HANDLE 1N THE TVRNS |

about one of those allegedly bullet-proof

Jim McDermort of Troy, New York will receive a $10.00 Gift Certificate from us for kis ‘octagonal” cartoon.
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