





























Auto Mechanics 101 .........

If you are fike most British sports car owners,
you're 2fraid that many repalrs on your car are
fust too difficult to tackle. So when your engine
&mwmmedust Ywarcmdytoenllha

c to fixit. The professk
hnsag:eusygnrageandaw:kwhboldred
lettering oa the m and huge quanxhie of
tools and two
wtwwﬂspendﬂnbeuupunofuwwhﬂmck-
ing away at random parts of your engine. When
the pros are done with your car, you get the
honor of receiving a bill for slightly more money
than it would cost you to run a successful cam
paign for the US Senate. That's about when you

There is no point in paying other
people to screw things up when
you can easily screw them up
yourself for much less money.

decide to do things yoursell. You figure'If these
guys can fxmy car, thensocanl.. how difficult
can it be?*

Very difficult.

tn fact,fixing your sports car yourself is

. which is why you should do it

youue!LThaebmyolmhpayingothcrpeo
ple to screw things up when you can easily
screw them up yourself for much less money.
This article is for YOU.

First, a few words about tools.

Basically, a tool is an object that enables you
to lzke advantage of the laws of physics in such
a way that you can seriously injure yoursell.

Anothy bl

count stores where they sell plastic furniture in
colors visible from the planet Neptune and
vmemuwy!mveagooducﬂm:pcdaﬂzhgh

is that the lights
(icker, mlssomelhnamcamthalyoudﬂm
huveabadmxdorymmwdwnmfb
d. You have to start with

Today, people tend to take tools for granted. If
you are ever walking down the street(because
your car isn't running), and you notice some
people who look particularly smug. the odds
are that they are taking tools for granted. You
ever seen a mechanic mad? Hellno. .. he's got
Tots of tools and tzkes them for gr d

MgtheNhonadmk\htmbn In the hard-
ware department, you'll find an item imported
from an obscure Oriental country and des-
cribed as‘47 toolshone oonssdngolalmle
handle with £
the bl Otiunnlwlonoltoohm

There are three major types of tools: Tools
for histing things to make them loose; to tighten
them up; or to jar thelr many complex, sophis-
teated electrical parts in such a manner that
they function perfectly. (Witness the SU fuel
pump!) These tools arc hammers, maces,
!mndbeonsmdhuvyp!pe.

Tools, If d
your foot, iﬂ(eawbundmmddownm
drivers.

Andtbmthuemtoobthaxmonesmnd
geris greater
thamheva.!ueo!mywoiectlhuemddpombty
result. Grinders (ever hit your knee with one
while grinding away your rocker pancls?),
power drills, alr wrenches, etc. Any tool that
uses any power more advanced than flashlight
batteries s to be avoided.

Now, where can you get good guality tools
that won't mtaim you and break your budget at
the same time, (you know, like the 2ds for a
complete auto mechanic tool set for $4.007)
Well, you go to one of these really cheap dis-

British sports car owners might use while fixing
the camshaft. Buy it.

This is the kind of tool set that professional
mechanics use. Not only is it inexpensive, but it
also has a great safety feature not found in the
s0 called quality tool kits: the handle will
actually break right off if you accidentally hit
yoursell or anything else or expose it to direct
wnllgm.wmlgdonotbembledbyadshr

Negedh bers of
loo!smsemhudsOhmngcﬂouol
tools, bit most of them zre the same. For examr
ple.youllgetmwidguadhmwmdlzs
hacksaw blades in a *Super, 130-piece Tool
Extravaganza'.

After you have taken a shot at working on the
heavy metal parts of your engine and do not

Any tool that uses any power
more advanced than flashlight
batteries Is to be avolded.

haveloom.myp&eealeﬂwvmmyw'n

Bill will receive a $25.00 gift certificate for his tbutic

Stories Dad Told Me

By Bill Krause

'Onemomhgthcpoﬁoemnemwhenl
man at the gatelf
lhadnmvedonﬂnu:hrworh Seems a white
sports car had out run them the night before
and I wasthe only one they knew with a car that
fit the description. {t wasn't me, though.’
There weren't too many sports cars {n up-
state New York n the mid- fifties and my father’s
brand new, white°56 TR3 made him a marked
man. That was just one of the many stories my
dad used to tell me as | was growing up and
yearning to know more zbout cars. I'm sure
your father had great stories too. Everyone's
dad seems to have a bunch they love to tell
again and again. My {avorite stories, like theone
above, were the ones involving his Triumph
Sure, there were 2lso tales of my uncle’s Volvo,
Grandma's 1937 Buick and his college buddy’s
Kalser-Fraser that couldn't climb hills, but
somehow the Triumph was special. Perhaps it
was easler to imagine his tales since the car Is
still in his garage.
You've probably heard or told the ‘Undo’
stories or driving in the with ankles on

finished, you may want to try tackling the Lucas
rical system. Electricity 4

to have any fun and what am | going to tell my
kids?* So 1 embarked on finding mysel a sports
car. Being 16 years old meant it would be a
cheap, er, inexpensive car. It had to be a sports
car, a ragtop, 4 speed st least, five would be
Ideal, Dad's idea of a car for me was a Chevy
Biscayne.

1 searched want ads and car lots for months
untl one day it appcared A purple, 1970
Triumph Spitfire was sitting in front of a foreign
car repalr shop near my home, the sign on the
windshield read $500. | should have known
something was wrong when a forelgn shop was
selling it but ] had to have that car. Sure, it had

fire or driving without heat {n the winter, but
meyredlﬁmmmh:gﬁ'omyourm father. 1
would listen tirelessly about less run-ins

its prob the engine was cooked and spat
rnoreoilthana‘!’emsoﬂwcu. the seats didn't
mtdl(mepte\dmnownuupuﬁnemcdwhh

withmelaw.wﬁdmadmmuwnmnwuncle.
Mom wrapped in the tonneau to stay warm, the
top down in the rainand the when
he encountered another British sports car. |
couldn't wait until 1 got my license and could
drive around in Dad’s TR3 and do everything he
had done.

1 took my driver’s test on my 16th birthday. |
arrived home with a smile on my face and a slip
in my wallet telling the wortd [ could drive! Dad,
however, didn’t buy it ‘Sports cars area’t for
kids', he sald He went on teiling me the impor
tance of responsibility and obeying traffic laws
andsoon. There was nojoy in Mudville that day
because ] was not allowed to drive Dad’s pride
‘0’ joy. Instead Iwas sentenced to Mom' s green,
1970 AMC Wagon,

‘Thiswillneverdo’, [ thought, 'How amgoing
Moss Motoring Page4H

oru: In dmp Iulhcr). thcre was a
inthe trunk,
didn'tfitand |
nouldn'l take passengers because the floor on
the right side was rusted through.

My friends came over and helped me disman-
tle the car. We removed the engine by having
my triend stand on the firewall with a rope over
his back and the two ends tied around the
motor. A vaive job, new pistons, crank and carb
later we were ready to put it back. Agaln my
buddy stood on the [irewall supporting the
engine while | guided it onto the gearbox.

| was ready to turn the key and bring the
engine to life. Mom was In the house when she
heard the engine crank and all the commotion
that lollowed. She opened the door to the gar
ageand when she saw the flames. . . well, that's
a story for my kids.

spare engineof varying
thet, d h

of miniscule things, called electrons. They
travel at the speed of light, which is 12 voits an
hour, This Is very fast. Most British sports cars
have dlmct current (DC) which mea.m that

ounheothet 'l'hhprevmumeelecwomkvm
backing up and clogging the wire.

The Lucas electrica) system is basically a
bunch of wires that bring electricity into your
engine from the battery, to dissolve mystically
before you are killed because you touched a
metalpart of the car. Thisisa“circult’. The most
common problem is when the circuit is broken
by ablown fuse. You cantell when this happens
because a shower of sparks will shoot out from
under the hood and blind you as the windshield
melts. The easlest way to avold this is to change
your fuses regularly, say, every 200000 amps.

theh:seblocktoﬁndthewoblemwe_ Never
tested or changed your fuses? Here's afl you
have to do:

Look under the hood for a black box with
mostol the car’ s wires hooked up. {tmay havea
stickeronit that says’ Caution’; ignore it. Stand-
Ing about 15 feet away, toss a smail domestic

For example, you'll get
two widget adjusters and
128 hacksaw blades in a‘Super,
130-plece Tool Extravaganza’

enimal toward the fuse biock and note whether
ft(a) fallsto the garage floorunscathedor(b) is
reduced toa lump of carbon by agiganticbolt of
lightning emanating from your car. ‘D’ hap-
pens, replace your fuses immediately, using
on!ymdn!toolsandmwkunbon‘(metbou
wood fuses, they seem to burn out early.

Preventative maintenance can save you lots
of time in the future. Changing your o will add
years of Efe to your engine. To changeit, Be flat
onyour back on the olly garage floor. Have your
spouse back the car over you until the ol pan
hits you in the face. Trust s important here. f
your spouse drives too fast, you'll waste gas.
Look for the bolt on the ofl pan that looks fike it
has no flats sides on it, that's the one you have
to remove. Use one of the tools you just bought
at K-mart, either the7/92 open end bax ratchet
nutdriver or the utility knife. Turn the nutuntilit
breaks off like a limp pretzel, a signal that you
putitin too tight last time. Then getan alr chisel
and remove the rest of the nut. After you ban-
dage your head wounds inflicted by the chisel,
you can add ¢il. Five {or the engine and nine for
thefloor, You cantelithe engineis fullwhenyou
see the ol coming out from under the car.
Replace the ol pan bolt at this time and you're
done.

See, working on British sports cars yourself
can save lots of money. All it takes is patience,
the correct tools and the willingness to spend
time with your car and your doctor. Now,
when's the next tech session?
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If You Own A British Car

Moss Jaguar/Peugeot Ltd.
614 Chapala St.

panels now in stock

Not Covered By One Of Our Catalogs...

Here’s Help!

Moss Jaguar, Ltd. can supply the parts you need for
your late model British car not covered by one of our
catalogs. {See the back cover for current Moss
Motors listinga) With thousands of parts

Triumph TR8, GT6, Spitfire and Stag
Jaguar E-Type and XJs ¢ Other BMC and JRT cars

Santa Barbara, CA 983101 8065-863-0741

For those of you that may happen to own a Peugeot (or know some-
one who does), Moss Jaguar/Peugeot has a large inventory of fac-
tory parts and accessories at excellent prices! Most popular body

in stock, and others available through
special order, Moss Jaguar, Ltd. can
provide many hard-to-find parts and
accessories for the cars listed below.

Austin e« Rover ¢ MG1100
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