














1 don’t work on my '59 Sprite. I constder that one of my
better attributes. You see, | have the theory that cars have
Ilfe to them; they are very aware of their owners. They want
to please. So, If you work on them all the time, they figure
that's what you enjoy. They want to make you happy, sothey
break down.

There's one guy In my car club who's an expert on fixing
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cars. He kmows everything. He even holds clinics on how to
fix cars. He drives a beautiful MGB. it's perfect in every way,
including one breakdown time he drives It. Crazry
things, like twisting the shalt off the distributor. Slave cylin-
ders dle with regularity. [ mean, these two are a perfect
match.

My car knows [ don't enjoy working on it, so it behaves
itseif.1don’t even carry a screwdriver. That's not to say that
the car doesn't test me every now and then. Just the other
day 1llfted the bonnet to check the oll and when | dropped
the hood, the lights wouldn’t work. So Ilooked at the wiring,
Jiggled It and the lights have worked ever since.

Other tests, too, Like the time the directlonals for a right
turn quit working. | ignored it. They got the message and a
few weeks later started working.

|derive other benefits from this attitude. [ don't have two
thousand dollars worth of tools lying around, and the patio
where | keep the car Is grease free. When | take atrip, I don’t
have most of the baggage room taken up with a bigtool box.
I've taken It on trips where | have run many tanks of gas

hrough it, never a problem. It'll go anywhere.

A trick to this training Is: Never let the car see you with
awrench In your hand. I you must work on a car, workon a
friend's and he on yours. While he is working on yours, try
grimacing and, maybe, a little hand-wringing. The better
your acting the more trouble-free miles you will have.

For instance, on a recent rally, I hitad of rain. |

" Ihave never claimed to be the handy type. After ail, |am
an accountant, and my motto is: "If you can't fix It with a
hammer, it ain't worth fixing.” Thus, 1 must have been half
out of my mind when I decided to purchase that sporty little
‘T2 Triumph GT6. At the time, | thought, heck, the car Is
basicallyindecent shape...all it needs s alittle elbow grease
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:ondition. Not orly did I feel up tothe challenge, but I was on
a mission to prove to myself that | could do It by mysell.

kept motoring along hitting chuck-holes full of water - no
problem, Afriend d: dout, but see, he works on his car.

if you think this new freedom may be for you, I suggest
you sell your p car and buy her. That is much
simpler than trying to retrain your old one. Sell your tools,
take the money and go on a long troublefree trip. If you
happen to see ablack Bugeye whizzlng by, give it ahonk and
a blg wave,

Bestdes, | couldn't afford to buy a completely restored car.

Well, here it is, five years later and my beautiful little GT6
Is once again up on blocks, It's amazing how many profects
can be dreamed up once you get a wild hair. Although I still
do not consider myself 2s a member of that elitist group “the
Handy Types,” | am rather proud of the fact that | can now
differentiate between the two basic types of repairs: those
that are best left to the pros and those which | can reasona-
blyexpect to complete within the current fiscal year. Under
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the Yy, there are two subcategories: those
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chaln might be causing the noise, but | hadn't had sense
enough to check it out. Now It was too late, the trip was off
for me. | drowned my sorrows in an Omaha bar that night
while my brother and his uncledndaw headed across lowa
toward Elkhart Lake. .

magazine articles on the subject, but there are a couple of
things 1 learned which | don't think fall In elther of those
categories. First, li you are stuck on a problem, try adifferent

" approach. This helped me out when | was trying to locate a

piston and liner set and when | was trying to figure out why
my engine wouldn't start after I had just put It backtogether.
When (aced with a problem | have a tendency to pick one

whichwill 1) =- dtoajobtobecompleted by
the pros and those which my wife will veto because of Insuf-
fictent funds.

Actually, I have been amazed at the things I have been
able to repalr and restore by mysell (with more than a little
help from Mr, Haynes and Mr. Bentley)! Granted, the car is
still not, and probably never will be, tn concours condition,
but I!does look and run better than it did on day one. I can

A new timing chain, timing chaln cover and

were ln.sudled onthecarina eouple weeks and the TR4 has
given me th ds of miles of p ring since
last summer. It's too bad I missed the races, but there's
always next year. The Important thing is that my car Is
running and I'm enjoying 1t, which was the real goal when |
was rebuilding it anyway. Incidentally, I use the car for
everyday transportation.

1learned a few things when | was restoring my Triumph.
Someof what llearned s just common sense (which I may be
a little short of), a lot of it can be found in books and

hod of solving the problem and sticking with

'lt.even ifitdoesn’tlookas though!t sworldngverywall.You

go so far down a particular path that you don't remember
that at the beginning of your trip there were a number of
paths that you could take. Secondly, If you are taking your
rare and beloved classic to a shop that doesn't speclalize in
the make, leave them a couple of parts sources. | took my
cylinder head to one of the better machine shops In town,
but | discovered that the valves the shop had used were
more expensive than the ones | could have ordered myself!
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h ly say that [ have done most of the restoration by
myseliwhlchls hing short of miraculous. | have also
galned an Immeasurable amount of respect for those people
who are the handy types.
Sowhyshould anon-handy typ pttodoit himself?
To that question I answer, *Why Not?" You could take the
easy way out and buy a car that has already been restored.
Just remember that by doing this, you are denying yourseil
the opportunity to say, when the car is finally done, "1 did it
myselfl”
Keith will receive a Moss gift certificate for his contribution

IMIOSS REBUILDIN Ei Application Pan No. Price  Coro Charge After Refund
Moss offers a growing line of top quality rebuilt to Moss Motors' stringenl quality stan- ~
rebulit components. Consider how simple tis ~ dards. Each ttem is backed by a 12-manth, 4GB (1963-84 /3 mair) 041105 $1747.00 $175.00  $1672.00
to buy a complete unit ready to go, install #,  unlimited mileage wamranty. MGB (1965-67 /5 main) 041-106 $1747.00  $17500  $1572.00
and send your rebuildable core back for a Your car is your passion, but gnly whenit  MGB (1968-71) 041-107 $1747.00 $175.00 $1572.00
retund. There is no nead to worry about find-  runs. Let Moss Rebullding help you keepyour  MGB (197274 1/2) 041-108 $177450  $185.00  $1580.50
ing a goodlsmzchan:f or huyl;:g ;x::g:e car whare it belongs ... on the road. MGB (1974 1/2-80) 041-109 $177450  $185.00 $1630.50
special tools. Every item wa offer n TRE (1972-73) 041-119 $2175.00  $300.00  $1875.00
Application Part No, Prico Cora Charge Alter Refund Past No. Price Coro Charge  After Refund
m;k&t&gTM) 041430 $72500  § 75.00 $650.00 TRAA thra TRE (each) 041-550 $239.50  $ 50.00 $189.50
T3 (1R Sevasor) theu 041431 S50 s 7500 %500 DIFFERENTIAL & AXLE ASSEMBLI ES
TR3B (TCF serles) and TRA 041432 $695.00  § 75.00  $620.00 Application Core Charga _ Atter Rofund
(all-synchro gearboxes) g@mm 7556377 thru 38) on-sov sazs.ss $200.00  $629.95
TR250/6 (TR thru 1972) 041433 $72050 S 7500 $654.50 (O
TRE (from 1973 on) 041-434 $739.50 _ $100.00 363950 (A3 (107 ""’“3) 041-507 NWA call for availabilty
TRIA 041435 §725.00 _ $100.00 __ $626.00 'H250/6 041-505 $695.00  $10000  $595.00
TR2-3 (1o TS50000), overdrive 041437 $72500  $ 85.00  $640.00
{(does vsg Include ov)/erdnve unit or adaplor plate) CARBURETORS
msasr TS50001) thru 041438 §72500  § 8500  Se40.0p Appication PatNo.  Prco  Coro Chargo After Refund
TR3B (TSF series), overdrive MGA 1500 (AUCT64) 041-701 $34050 _ § 65.00  $284.50
{doss rot Includa overdrive unit or adaplor piate) __ MOA 1600 and MKl (AUCB43) __ 041-702 $37500 _ § 75.00 _ $300.60
TRAA u/d(me - ::::i :vV:: ::: ;:: 8"8"8”3‘{:; MGB (1963-67) (AUD52/135| 041-704 $32500 __§ 6000  $265.00
TR250/6 avallability G (1968) (AUDE25! 041-705 y 1 X
TRS (from 73 on. J-type) o/d” 041441 NWA callfor avalabilty  jegp :,969; :Auoeza; 51708 gg_g : :553 m
e o oy Carty MKl) - 041-402 $79500  $6000-  $735.00 WGB (1970) (AUD40S) 041-707 $34500 _ § 4500 $300.00
MGB (196364 3 maineng) 041404 $79500 S 6000 §736.00 o (1971) (AUD4GS) 041708 $34400  § 5000  $294.00
MGB (1966-74) 041-408 $75500  $ 90.00  $665.00 hreb(1972) ‘AUD“’Q’ 041-709 $337.50 § 65.00 _ $27250
W@B (1975.77) 31407 .00 § 6000 853500 VOB (1973-74) (AUDSS0) 041-710 $32050  $ 7500  $250.50
WIGB (1963-64 /3 main eng) oid" 041411 NWA callfor avallabily 1h2 (AUC721) 041730 $42500 _$110.00 _ $315.00
NGB (196567 /5 maineng) old”_ 041412 NWA GlTTor avallbify (it Taneon foatids) 36450 $ 8000 $284.50
MGB (1966-74 172) o/d" 041413 ‘NWA callor avalabllly 7344 (AUCE78) e S50 S TE00 SZ4%0
MGB (1975-80) o/d* 041-414 NWA call for availability  (with -on fittings on float lids)
*Overdrive unlt and edaptor not fncluded. TRAA (AUD284) 041-734 $37500  § 7000 $305.00
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