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GoF West, Whistler, BC, Canada, (604)253-4145

Minis in the Mounuins, Colarado Springs, CO, (303)797-7116
Briush Car Day, Dayton, OH, (937)293-2819

Briush Car Day, Cleveland, O11, (614)899-2394

All Triumph Drive In, Wenatchee \\’A (206)325-8554

BMCNE British Car Annual Festival, Wachusett, MA, (401)539-2879
Austin-Healey 1999 West Coast Meet, San Diego, CA, (619)278-0414
Club MGT Rendezvous, Florence, Oll, (503)659-3517

UM Summer Party (featuring MGCs), Grand Rapids, MI, (616)682-0800
Heartland British Autofest, Davenporr, 1A, (309)797-2043

British Car Encounter, Camelback, PA, (610)865-3419

British Car Exhibition, Jackson , MS, (601)342-8684

Vintage Vroom, Uptown Shelby, NC, (704)484-3100

MG Drivers Gathering, Hancock, MA, (908)713-6251

Taste of Britain Car Show, Lancaster, PA, (717)292-0579

BER, 1998
All British Show, Kansas Ciry, MO, (913)248-9197
Portland All Briush Field Meet, Pordand, OR, (503)504-2236
BMCA Summerset Show, Little Rock, AR, (501)219-1080
Mect, Palo Alw, CA, (310)392-6605
ar Festival, Des Plaines, IL, (630)773-4806
Hanlc of the Hﬂh ‘- '!‘“B Heights, \1! (810)979-4875

i (770)457-4561

Ur‘llih Car Day on the River, Evansville, IN, (812)683-2003
Fallfest, Moss Motors, New Jersey, (800)431-2496
Colorado English Conclave, Arvada, CO, (303)755-1399
British Car Show, Chesterland, OH, (330)854-5502
English Car Affair in the Park, Victonia, BC, Canada, (250)474-3956
Indy British Motor Days, Indianapolis, IN, (317)227-7555
Gathering of The Faithful, Alexandria Bay, NY, (704)544-1253
Britzsh Car Days, Santa Fe, NM, (505)345-4207
MGs On The Rocks, Bel Air, MD, (410)817-6862
British Car Day, Montgomery, AL, (205)277-3645
British Car Show, oln, NE, (402)435-4905
Briush Car Day, tin, TX, (512)250-9498
Int'l Jaguar Festival, Colorado Springs, CO, (336)294-3436
Triumphest '99, San Ramon, CA, (510)656-3607
Fall Carlisle Swap Meer, PA, (717)243-7855

MGs at Mercer, I_]uyiumu n, PA, (610}446-2073

British Car Day, San Diego, CA, (760)746-9028

Annual Fall British Car Festival, Waynesboro, VA, (540)943-1236
“Iriangle British Car Show, Louvisburg/Raleigh, NC, (919)286-3109
Brinsh Car Meet, Memphis, TN, (901)795-0684

American MGB Convention, Van Nuys, CA, (800)72! MGMG
British Car Meet Woodley Park, Los Angeles, CA, (310)392-6605
All British Meet, ‘Tampa, FL, (813)752-0186

Brits On The Bluff, Natchez, MS, (601)442-8684

‘Tall Stacks Rally, Northern, KY, (513)321-9652

Brits at Renaissance Faire, Florence, AL, (888)356-8687

British Classics Show, Jacksonville, FL, (904)285-4998 B

We are proud to bring you one of the most comprehensive listings of British car events tak-
ing place during 1999. If you are connceted with an event and wish it to be advertised
FREE reaching 200,000 readers—send details of your event as soon as the dates are con-
firmed, and at least two months in advance to: Events Calendar, Moss Mororing, 440
Rutherford Street, Goleta, California 93117, Closing date for insertion in the next issue is
Septembern 1, 1999,
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I'd like ro offer one more point of
view 10 consider on the definition of a
sports car. The idea of a sports car being
basic and even Spartan must be taken
seriously. We who drive our sports cars
will be driving them for many years to
come. When technical or mechanical
trouble arises, we buy a new set of
points or trace down a shorted wire in a
relatively simple wiring harness, even
tweak our carburetors a liule!

I wonder though, if the owners of
‘modern’ sports cars will be as fortunate
25 years from now when the computer
technology wired into their cars will be
so outdated and forgotten, that they will
never be able to get their ABS brakes to
slow them down, or their voice-activat-
ed climate control to cool them off. Nor
will the demise of their computer assist-
ed traction control maintain a line
through a tight curve,

Many a Miata convertible or Jaguar
S-Type sports sedan will be sitting in a
garage a decade or so from now, not due
to some major mechanical failure, bur
because a silicone chip from the 1990%
can no longer be obtained from the
companies busy stuffing the latest and
hottest new computer programs into the
“new” sports car being produced.

“Thank you, but NO thank you! I'll
just keep driving my 27-ycar-old MGB. If
I need to replace the points, then I'll
replace them! “Irace a wire? Sure! Twcaka
carb? Why not? And when I'm through
T'll hit the road with the sadsfaction of
knowing that my sporting days arc as lim-
itless as the roads on which to explore!

—David E. Jobnsan

Iere’s a photo of a 1958 MGA
Twin Cam 1 am currently restoring
which [ have titled “I'll be back!”. The
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car had sat outside for twenty years,
and yes, 1 had to chainsaw the tree out
of the center of the car in order to
move it home! The car is curremly
about 50% restored, Thanks for the
many great parts!

—Ralph Jackson, Uniontown, Obio

About a month ago 1 broke my
1980 MGB roadster out of two plus
years of outside storage. I was devas-
tated to learn how many of this sweet
car's systems had atrophied during
this extended period of inactivity, so |
not only needed parts but expert help
and advice.

Because we live on the eastern
shore of Virginia, with water on three
sides and nothing but farmland in
between, little knowledge exists
regarding MGs. There are many who
can tell you all you would ever want to
know about John Deere and Farmall
tractors, but MG know-how is in very
short supply!

As a consequence, poor Frank
Butcher at Moss was the recipient of
many phone calls! In spite of my inces-
sant bugging, Frank was always helpful,
courteous and extremely knowledge-
able. ‘Thanks to his expertise and your
ready supply of parts, T am now happy
to report the roadster is running as well
as it ever has. Many times the parts |
ordered on Wednesday afternoon were
delivered after lunch on Friday. This is
under 48 hours and proves it can be
done!  Your delivery performance
should act as the standard for the rest of
the mail order business.

Would you pass on to Frank my
sincere gratitude and appreciation for
being so helpful and professional? Also
can you do whatever is necessary to keep

him at the other end of extension 3224,
as | have a 1971 MGB GT" that is just
starting a restoration process!

—Dee N. Fitch, Belle Haven, Virginia

(We'll do our best 1o oblige Dee, but 1
bave to tell you that Frank is in love with
bis Sprite! We might remind other readers
that Moss Motors is the gnly company in the
British classic car business with three dedi-
cated techmical bot lines supplying informa-
tion such as Dee received!—Ed.)

For the past two years [ have been
driving a red 1977 MGB. This is my
third MGB which replaced, after an
interregnum of 20 years, a '71 MGB
GT that succeeded a 1964 'B roadster.

Driving MGs has always seemed to
me like a close experience to riding spir-
ited but accessible horses. Obviously,
other sports cars could probably be the
basis of a similar claim, especially
British ones with their rough and tum-
ble quality!

This summer I drove an MGF in
the English Midlands near Cambridge
and Stowmarket. Few American enthu-
stasts sadly, will not have the opportuni-
ty to drive this model MG as itk not
imported here and it is highly unlikely it
ever will be. Despite the technological
and mechanical advances, the MGF
mainwins a simple, sporty, aggressive
quality that links it with its long lineage.

The weather was in the fifties with
light rain as we drove with the top down
along the “A” road to Cambridge, and
later the narrow roads around
Levenham. Even at speeds of abouat 100
mph it still had room to climb and it
also bore sceurely into the tight turns
along the lanes and half-wide roads out
in the country. My experience was
another reminder of how, with the right
car, driving can be an affordable and
thrilling adventure.

Lappreciate the support that Moss
gives this automotive avocation
through the articles on driving and
other technical matters found in Moss
Matoring, “My other car is a 1997 VW
Jerta GLX" and I have recommended
to the VW Club that their magazine
should look to Moss Motoring as a
model for its own improvement.
‘T'hanks for your efforts to keep us dri-
ving British cars!

—Thomas Bonner, Jr.,
New Orleans, Louisiana

When the last issue of your won-
derful Mass Motoring arvived the num-
ber plate of the Healey on the front
cover hit me! Talk about nostalgia!

The photograph of my brother
Raymond and my 1936 MG PB (or was it
a PA?) was taken in York Road, Brentford,
Middlesex in 1956. Incidentally, the Trico
Windscreen company can be seen in the
background. Notice the similarity in the
license plates,

Best wishes,
—TJack Walton, Gardnerville, Nevada

THE TEN BEST TOOLS
OF ALL TIME!

Forget the Snap-On Tools truck; it's never
there when you need it. There are only ten
things in this world that you need 10 fix any
car, any time!

Duct Tape

Not just a tool, a veritable Swiss Army
knife in stick ‘um and plastic. Itk safety
wire, body material, radiator hose, uphol-
stery, insulation, towrope, and more, in
one easy-to-carry package. Sure, there’s a
prejudice surrounding duct tape in con-
cours competitions, but in the real world
everything from the LeMans winning
Porsches to Atlas Rockets use it by the
mile. The only things that can get you
out of more scrapes are a quarter and a
phone boath!

Vise-Grips

Equally adepr as a hammer, wrench, pli-
ers, baling wire twister, breaker-off of
frozen bolts, and wiggle-it-till-it-falls-
off tool. The heavy artillery of your
toolbox. Vice grips are the only tool
expressly designed to fix things screwed
up beyond repair.

Spray Lubricants

A considerably cheaper alternative to new
doors, alternators, and other squeaky
items. Slicker than pig phlegm, rcpeated
soaking of WD40 or similar will allow the
main hull bolts of the Titnic w be
removed by hand. Strangely enough, one
of the worst tools of all time is the infa-
mous litde red tube supplied with the
lubricant which flics out of the nozzle if
you look at it cross-cyed.

Margarine Tubs with Clear Lids

If you spend all your time under the hood
looking for the giggling sprocket that fell
off the peedle pin, when you knocked both
off the air cleaner, it’s because you eat but-
ter! Real mechanics consume pounds of
asteless vegetable oil replicas just so they
can use the empty tubs for parts containers
afterwards, (Some, of course, toss the but-
ter-colored goo altogether or use it to pack
Miata wheel bearings.) Unlike air cleaners
and radiator tops, margarine tubs are not
connected by a time/space wormhole to
the Parallel Universe of Lost Peedle Pins!

Big Rock at the Side of the Road

Want to block up a tire? Smack corroded
battery terminals? Pound out a dent? Bop
nosy know-it-all types on the noggin?
Scientists have yet to develop a hammer
that packs the raw banging power of gran-
ite or limestone. This is the only taol with
which a “Made In Wherever” emblem is
not synonymous with the user’s maiming.

Plastic Zip Ties

After twenty years of lashing down stray
hoses and wire with old bread ties some
genius brought a slightly slicked-up ver-
sion to the auto parts market. Fifteen zip

ties can transform a hulking mass of ama-
teur quality rewiring from a working
model of the Amazon rainforest into
something remotely resembling a wiring
harness. However, when buying used
cars, subtract $100 for cach zip tic under

the hood.

Ridiculously Large Screwdriver
With Lifetime Guarantee

Let’s admit it. Theres nothing better for
prying, chiseling, lifting, breaking, split-
ting. or mutilating than a huge flat-blad-
ed screwdriver, particularly when wielded
with gusto and a big hammer (or rock!).
This is also the tool of choice for il fil-
ters so insanely located that they can only
be removed by driving a stake in one side
and out the other. If you break the screw-
driver, and you will, remember what Dad
or your shop teacher said, “Who cares?
It’s guaranteed!”

Bailing Wire

Commonly known as MG muffler brack-
ets, bailing wire will hold anything that's
too hot for duct tape or zip ties. Like
duct tape, it’s not recommended for con-
cours competitors since it works so well
you'll never replace it with the correct
thing again. Bailing wire is a sentimental
favorite in some circles especially with
MG, Triumph, and Berkeley enthusiasts.

Bonking Stick
“This monstrous tuning fork with its devil-
ishly pointed ends is technically known as
a ‘ticrod end separator’, but how often do
you separate tierod ends? Once every
decade if you are unlucky. Other than
medieval combat, its main use is the all-
urpose application of undue force, not
unhike that of the Ridiculously Large
Screwdriver. (See above.) Nature does not
know the bent metal panel or frozen
exhaust pipe that can stand up to a good
bonking stick. (Can also be used to sepa-
rate tierod ends in a pinch, but makes a
lousy job of it)

A Quarter and a Phone Booth
(See above!)
—Rich Macy

As you are no doubt aware, a publication of the
quality of Moss Motoring i not pul together in
five minses. Therefore we bave to ask for your
forbearance for the delay in anmouncing
Crosrword and Mystery Car winmers in this
issue. We alwo apolagize in advance for any das-
sified adverts that didn't make it in this isue.
Due 10 a change in scheduling at our printers, we
bave bad to bring the date of our completion
the magazine forward by one month, We apolo-
gize for any inconvenience caused by this one
time change and assure you of an even better
magazine in the future!

—Ken Smith, Editor B
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Postwar
Sports Cars:
Performance
and Passion

for the Road

s I view it, the four-year-old

Petersen Automotive Museum

in Los Angeles already is a

National ‘Treasure. General

Manager Ken Gross and his
knowledgeable cadre have made this an
increasingly dynamic institution, not just
:IHUII‘CI' “1\]5')" static \\'Jfl'llll\]\{. An cxam-
ple of the way the Petersen Museun pack-
ages its history lessons was “Postwar Sports
Cars: Performance and Passion for the
Road”, an cxhibit that ran from mid-
February through May. It related a mean-
ingful, yet highly enjoyable three dimen-
sional history of our hobby in what this
observer considers its gulden age, hiuting
the target almost ‘dead center’.

Like many other enthusiasts and his-
torians, I believe that the post-W.W.1I
decade was a vital period in automotive
history. We saw the proliferation of high-
compression V8 engines, automatic trans-
missions, air conditioning and ‘power
everything’. With that in mind, it is sig-
nificant that only the carly Porsche devi-
ated  from  the traditional  front
engine/rear drive layout that for many
years was the accepted configuration for
sports cars, and normal passenger cars as

6 W MOSS MOTORING

well, Yer, the "90s idiom for maximum
performance is biased heavily toward a
mid-engine layout, while front-wheel-
drive is featured on most passenger cars

"The first requirement
of a sports car must
always be its ability to
go fast.”

Richard Hough, author of
“A Hi of the
s Sports Cars”
published in 1961

and on the current Fiar and Alfa Romeo
Spyders, with more, like the Audi 'T°T, w0
come. Sull, the purists among us remain

staunch defenders of the front engine/rear
drive configuration.

In the Petersen Museum exhibit, the
MG TC had a place of honor, recognition
for it having been the vehicle which, more
than any other, launched the sports car
craze in America. Available only in right-
hand-drive, 10,000 TCs were produced,
and most came to America. England need-
ed American dollars and a significant num-
ber of Americans had been smirten by the
jaunty, nimble and economical MG. Many
of them were raced, rallied and otherwise
used in a sporting manner. The drivetrain
was pre-war; a non-synchro, four-speed
gearbox and a pushrod OIV 1.25 liter
four-banger rated at 541P, a combinaton
that gave the MG 4 wop speed, under
favorable conditions, of about 80 mph.
Sports cars, led by the MG, soon became
the focus of a cult-like band of enthusiasts.

Jaguar soon became the next nameplate
to capture Americal new-found fancy for

sports cars. The XKI120 was an entirely dif-
ferent proposition from the MG; ultra-sleek,
powerful and fast. Ownership carried with it
inunediate stats as an automotive connois-
seur. The 120 mph Jaguar was so successful
that demand even surprised the company,
causing it to tool up for higher volume pro-
duetion in steel bodies instead of the initially
intended, low-volume aluminum body con-
struction. It wasn't long before the robust
American market influenced the English o
bias production in favor of left-hand-drive
export models, with other British nameplates
following suit. Considered the most hand-
some of the XK series, the XK120 enjoys the
highest resale value among collectors. Each
succeeding model was quicker, better han-
dling and more comfortable. It was refresh-
ing to see an unrestored fixed-head-coupe
chosen for the Petersen display.

In 1954, the Austin-Healey 100-4
appeared, filling the price and perfor-
mance gap between MG and Jaguar.
Donald Healey's low-slung design was
wrapped around off-the-shelf mechani-
cals from Austin to create a 100+ mph
Sports car.

At the Petersen exhibit, a French-
bodicd Spanish Pegaso was the first vehi-
cle that caught one’s eye as the escalator
arrived at the second level exhibition area.
Slightly more than 100 V8-powered
Pegaso sports cars were built in the mid-
1950s, usually with ‘one off’ [talian coach-
work. The majority of the more than two
dozen sports cars from a half dozen coun-
tries were grouped in a larger display hall.

"There is nothing
special about a
sports car except its
capabilities.”

Edward A. Campbell, author
of “Sports Car Handbx 5
published in 1953

In addition to the seminal British
sports cars, there was the obligatory
Mercedes-Benz 300SL “Gullwing”, plus
several American cfforts at creating a
‘home-grown’ sports car. “The rare and
exotic were even better represented.
These included a Cisitalia 202, Allard K3,
Siata 208S and a Mascrati A6 2000, plus a
Bugaui 101C, just about the last car 10
bear that nameplate until the marque’s
short-lived 1990s revival.

Keeping company with the Bugard,
other sports car icons in the exhibit
included an early ‘Gmund’ Porsche,
Ferrari 342 America and an Alfa Romeo

1900. From America’s ‘Big Three' came a
1955 Ford Thunderbird (the very first
one produced), a 1954 Chevrolet
Corvette, and the Dodge Storm, with
styling by Bertone (which didn't make it
to production).

According to a chart at the exhibit, the
165 mph Mercedes-Benz 300SL was fastest,
but only slightly quicker than the 160 mph
Baosley. The somewhat arcane Morgan ‘mike’

was the group’ slowest, topping out at 70
mph. As for acceleration, as might be expect-
ed, the hybrids powered by American V8
engines joined Ferrari, Pegaso and Jaguar as
stars in the 0-60 acceleration competition,
while the Lancia Aprilla and Morgan were
most leisurely, taking well over 20 seconds 1o
amain that velocity...and the TC could get
into the teens only if supercharged. Ultimate
speed and acceleration ranked far beneath

handling and general sportiness in defining
the essence of a sports car.

Looking at the big picture, sports cars
actually represented only a small percentage
of the imported cars that invaded our shores
during that first post-war decade, but their
impact on America’s love affair with the auto-
mobile was enormous. In 1957, slightly more
than a quarter million foreign-built cars were
imported into this country, of which Japanese

makes accounted for a mere 403 vehicles.
[mports represented a still scemingly harm-
less 2% of the new car market, Two years
later, ‘foreign car’ sales had grown to a far
more serious 10%, and even the most myopic
Detroit executives got the message..some-
thing was lacking from the domestic automo-
bile. T choose to think that the missing ingre-
dient was “fun”.

—Hary Newton B

The Petersen Automotive Museum

A wisit to this fabulous collec-
tion of rare and historic cars is an
absolute must for any car enthu-
siast coming to Los Angeles.
The Museum is located on
Museum Row at 6060 Wilshire
Boulevard and is open Tuesdays
through Sundays from 10:00 a.m.
0 6:00 p.m. Admission is a mad-
est $7 for adults and 85 for

Seniors and juveniles. Covered
parking is available, and there is
an excellent gift shop situated in
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In the Land of
the Long
White Cloud...

% been quite a time for nostalgia lael
with contact from old friends and ne
centhusiasts. Firstly, Ken Richardson's
son, Paul, paid me a visit here on Molokai
and we spent a great day “ralking story”

as the locals here would say. His dad was one of
the most successful competition managers of
the fifties, was responsible for developing the
‘Triumph “TR2, and was test driver for BRM
mace cars, He was also a pioneer engineer with
jet engines, and drove not only Formula one
cars, but also won in Intemational Rallying. A
hard act to follow, but Paul worked for the

IS ———~
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“Itiumph Company, is a tremendous enthusiase,
and produces one of the finest one-make maga-
zines, simply called Tidumph over Trimph, 1f
you are even remotely interested in this make,
Paul has so many great connections with the old
factory employees that he can fill each issue with
rare photus and even rarer stories. Well worth
gewing hold of if you can.

The Editor of your favorite Moss
Matoring magazine, Ken Smith, and his
charming wife Barbie, also came for a visit to
Molokai. I hadn't seen Ken since the Moss
§0th “do” so we had lots 1o talk abour. We
had previously met at g Goodwood
Motoring Press Day many years ago, when
we were both journalists for motor maga-
zines in the UK. The Goodwood day was
always very popular, and you put your name
down to drive your choices from a very
broad range of stuff provided by the brave
manufacturers, People used to spin off in all
directions, but there was rarcly any real
damage, and the unwritten rule of confiden-
tiality prevented one’s rivals from writing
about these misfortunes in their columns, |
am delighted that Goodwood is finally open
again for racing, and the Duke of Richmond
and Gordon—Charlie March—a real enthu-
siast if ever there was one, puts on his annu-
al vintage races. All the cars, and most of the
drivers, are from the wonderful years of
Goodwood racing. You have to wear clothes
of the time, the ambulances are all fifties
vintage, and even the policemen wear uni-
forms of the time. There isn't a sign of
Armco steel barrier, gravel traps or the like,
and advertising is very restricted. Remember
that all these decals on cars were not permit-
ted undil 1968! The racing is truly wonder-
ful, and it gives everyone a chance to see
what four wheel drifts, no ground effect, no
wings or spoilers motoring was all about.
Heyl—You can cven see the drivers and
what their arms are doing.

I have been in fairly regular contact
with Pete Lovely, the Tacoma resident who

New Zealand.

drove for the Lotus factory in Formula One
cars in the early sixtics. He went on to priva-
teer with two ex-works Lotuses (Loti?) and
one of them, was the car with which Jimmy
Clark won & Grand Prix using the first of the
Ford Cosworth engines. He has just returned
from racing this car in Australia where he
had great successes in their Vintage Formula
One serics. An Australian pal has sent me an
e-mail amazed at how seriously these senior
citizens tackle racing today. Pete and Jack
Brabham must both be in their seventies, and
the cars must be worth hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, yet no ane gave any quarter
and the television commentators were far
more excited than they cver get at modern
Grand Prix meetings! Now that Bernic
Ecclestone has virtually stopped our regular
channels from showing GP races, I rely on
Pete to send me videos of the SpeedVision
coverage, so that | can keep up with the
World Championship.

Denise McCluggage is another of the
sixties drivers with whom 1 recently spoke.
She is well known as a motoring author, reg-
ular contributor to Autoweek, and also as a
Pebble Beach Concours Judge. We were
both driving Minis in races and rallies during
the car’s heyday. Her recent article on rolling
a Mini at Brands Hatch Circuit, blamed the
accident on the sudden rush of fuel through
the large bore pipe connecting the twin gas
tanks in the boat. This did remind me that
the cars we prepared in those distant days,
relied very much on modificat such as
this, and without the zillions of dollars which
now go into motor'sport’ development, bits
of plastic and jubilee clips were often the
imperfeet solution to everyday problems,

Another visitor to my tiny island was
Mike Hughes, who co-drave with me on a
couple of events in the very first Competition
Department Mini. By the time we got our
bands on it, Abingdon had transformed it
into the prototype Mini Cooper, with a larg-
er, twin carb engine and other modifications.
At the time T was selling and modifying
Sebring Sprites and we beat three of our cus-
tomers with the Mini—which was not per-
haps the best publicity for my business. We
had a few splendid days of chatting about the
past, and Mike reminded me that he was with
Peter Harper when their Sunbeam "liger
“won” the Alpine Rally outright against the
might of all the European Championship
Factory “leams. They were disqualified for
having undersized valves in the engine
because Ford had changed the specification
of their production motors without telling
anyone at the Sunbeam works. I remembered
this very underrated car as quite a delight,
with tons of reliable power in a simple,
though efficient chassis, and a pleasant two-
scater sports body. What could have devel-
oped into a Healey-beater was sadly stopped
when Chrysler bought Rootes-Sunbeam, and
they were obviously reluctant to have com-
petitor Ford supplying engines for their top
sports car.

I had a super, though sadly wo short,
trip to New Zealand—the land of the lon
white cloud—to celebrate the Austin Healéy
Club's 25th Anniversary. It seemed a litte
cruel for me to poinc out that twenty-five
years ago seemed an odd time to start a
Healey club. The old works at Warwick’s
Cape  had long closed, the later
Headquarters in that fine old cinema were
sold, as was the business, and Donald and
Geolff kept only their small Cornwall facili-
ty. Geolff had gone to Rover's Development
Department, where his great wlents were
mainly under-used, while Donald spent his
time either with Healey Club activities, or
with working on radios (his first love) and
windmill power gencration. The once
famous Abingdon Competitions
Department was closed down, and the only
activity was through Special Tuning, where
a Triumph Dolomite was run for the sole
“works" driver, 1 well-known Sprite driver
and an ex-employee of mine called Brian
Culcheth. Although he later was incredibly
successful when factory rallying was

resumed, 1 seem to remember that in that
year he didn't ever finish an event with the
Dolomite! Anyway, apart from the unfortu-
nate choice of founding date, the New
Zealand classic British car scene is thriving.
‘The Healey Club had a splendid selection
of cars at the concours and on the various
sporting events which took place over the
Easter weekend, and a couple of evening
dinners gave me a chance to chat and
answer questions from a truly wonderful
bunch of enthusiasts.

I was also “rented” out to the MG and
Morgan Clubs gathering, where an even
wider range of British cars was displayed,
from a very old three-wheeler Morgan to an
MGF. At the dinner session the inter-club
rivalry was really enteruining, obviously
someone had done a great deal of research,
and the questions gave me a chance 1w

Everything here is green, green, green, =

recount some experiences which | had
almost forgotten shout. The three days of
nostalgia were accompanied by superb
weather, and it was only the end of the week

that showed e the ‘long white cloud' which
seemed to cover the country. An old friend
did manage to fly me about for a bit of sight-

seeing aver this magnificent scenery before
the rain well and truly set in. I was sad that
John Ohlsen had recently dicd—one of my
great Kiwi mechanics of the sixtics, he later
joined Carroll Shelby's team, and was
responsible for much of the panel work on
those competition cars.

New Zealand has well engincered
roads, although they are twisty and narrow,
and without large freeways. With all the
hills and curves, motoring was truly a
delight, even in the holiday traffic, and it
was fun to sec so many really old British cars
in everyday use. I drove a Healey 3000 for
the first time in 35 years over a section of
the club rally, and it certainly reminded me
of the sheer fun that this great car provided.
The rest of my twavels were in a modern
BMW, and [ hardly need to point out the
huge progress that has been made in auto-
mobile engineering.

One of the special thrills on this trip was
the sight of a perfectly restored Ariel Square
Four motorcycle, which turned up for the
gymkhana, among all the Healeys. My motor
sporting carcer began just fifty years ago,
with a Red Hunter Ariel, in what is now
called a motocross race meeting, so this was
my tum to think back to those golden years
of our sport.

—Jobn Sprinzel W

The Ariel Square Four.
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Sunshine Smiles
All Around...British
Car Racing Fans
Gather en Masse
for a Good Cause

10 m MOSS MOTORING

hanks to the generous support of

Daimler/Chrysler, Budweiser,

and a host of other fine sponsors,

a substantial portion of $28,000
was handed over to the Boys' and Girls'
Clubs of Tulare County.

‘This was the biggest Extravaganza yet
at Buttonwillow Raceway Park, with over
230 race competitors, over 150 show cars and
many more spectators than previous years,
Once again organizers, Dan and Darlene
Longacre, pulled out all the stops both
before and during the event to ensure a

Buttonwillow British |

smooth running of what is now acknowl-
edged as the premier automotive occasion on
the West Coast.

‘The weather was perfect, no rain and
lots of sunshine although temperatures
were milder than usually experienced in
the Central Valley, a fact welcomed not
only by the many spectators but also the
40-0dd members of the Moss Crew who
were treated to an all-expenses paid week-
end’s sport by the company!

The evenr has been extended to three
days, due to popular demand, and most of
Friday was spent tuning and preparing the
cars, getting to know the line of the three
mile track, and settling in. Saturday saw
some keen morning practice followed by

track time for the everyday cars during
lunch time. This is where the average dri-
ver could take his/her car out on the track
and mildly experience what the racers do,
although at a much slower speed! Show
cars and historics mingled together as
they lapped the demanding circuit called
Buttonwillow. Speaking of historic vehi-
cles, the Moss Extravaganza has become a
mecca for some of the finest arcane
machinery west of the Rockies-——Morgan
threc-wheelers, an MG L1, and a
Lagonda just to name a few. The aldest
car being the 1916 National AC of Brian
Blain, ‘Their presence was very much
appreciated by all involved, so much so
that even our official cvent T-shirt fea-
tured a vintage “tripod” sports car!

Daimler/Chrysler brought a bauery
of their fine products, including the
Prowler and Sebring convertibles to run
as pace cars, and also gave atendees rides
around the track with professional drivers
and stars from the ‘soaps’ Charmed and
General Huspital.

The vendor area was perpetually busy,
especially the VARA booth where drivers
signed on and received their complimentary
event “[=shirt courtesy of Moss Motors. All
the corner workers from the Long Beach
MG Club also reccived a shirt, as the event
just couldn't happen without their vigilance
way out in the far country! When your
scribe mentioned to onc worker that the

" "“m.‘%}- gty
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cvent wouldn't happen without their invalu-
able help, the reply came back, “No, it the
drivers who make the event—after all, I'd
look pretty silly standing out there with my
flags if no race cars turned up!” Touché!
Following lunch, an afternoon of
qualifying for Sunday’s real racing took
place providing quitc a few thrills for the
thousands of spectators who had arrived
from as far afield as Mexico, Canada,
Britain and Iawaii! In the evening under
clear blue skies, the feeding of the five
thousand was eclipsed as plate after plate
of delicious tri-tip and salad was consumed
at the famous trackside barbecue! Diners
then turned their eyes to the sky where,
once again, Wes Selvedge put on a super
aerobatic display in his Pius Special for
the fourth year running, shattering the lap
record for the track at less than 50 feet off
the ground! The night was long as some

real tlent demonstrated the art of
karaoke, sume fucled by Budweiser’s well
known products!

Sunday morning 8:00 a.m.—A manda-
tory driver’s meeting attended by many
keen competitors and some rather dam-
aged individuals from the previous
cvening’s revelry! Once again the track
echoed to the sound of runed motors
straining to gain the slightest advantage
before the first major event of the day
came to the line, The Moss Motors
MG/ Triumph Challenge was led from the
start by an MG but eventnally the “Iriumph
of Wayne Blassman took the checkered
flag heading Paul Smock with a win for the
Coventry marque.

In the Moss-sponsored Sprite/Mini
Challenge race, the Abingdon products
reigned supreme although the Minis put
on a brave show. ‘The eventual victor was

Sunday Car Show Winners

1901 Austin 7 Mini

12 m MOSS MOTORING

Mark Matthews in his 1965 Sprite aver
Tomo Sato.

Meanwhile, a spectacular car show was
taking place on the roads adjacent to the pits.
Hundreds of classic Dritish cars gleamed and
glinted in the moming sun each one pre-
pared to perfection by their proud owners.
Popular voting resulted in the following win-
ners in the various classes although everyone
deserved an award for their presentation of
some stunning cars!

The presentation of awards was fol-
lowed by the draw for the main raffle prize—
an 1974 Alfa Romeo Spyder—for which 600
tickets were sold at §25. The lucky winner
was Dr. Sid Frank an emergency room tech-
nician from Visalia, California,

Why not make plans ta join us next year
an May 6 and 7, 20007 W

—

bile at owr Burtemwillow British

Extravaganza we were rather

taken ky the neat little competition

Sprite shown bere, We learned that

the owner'’s name is Herschel Silverstone and

that one of bis ambitians was to take the car 1o

the real Sitverstome circuit in England and
run the car there!

Herschel and your seribe spent sume time

discussing the car and we thougkt the follnwing

stary might be of interest to other Spritely people!

“I guess it all began in November
1980 when 1 noticed an advert in the Los
Angeles Times for a 1959 Sebring Sprite—
right hand drive! My appetite for vintage

W,

racing had already been well whetted,
specifically at Riverside.

I didn't know much about Spridgets in
those days, but since my cousin Abbey (hav-
ing owned the same Midget since 1961) was
located in the same community as the seller,
I instructed him to make a reasonable offer
after viewing the vehicle, At the time, by the
way, neither of us knew what “Schring”
meant, other than a race
track in Florida.

The car was bought
in December, though I
didn't get to sce it untl
February of the follow-
ing year. It had a battle-
ship grey body with some
minor damage, and two
white stripes! A previous
owner had changed out
the running gear, substi-
tating a MKIV engine,
transmission, rear axle
and front discs.
However, the oil cooler
Iooked original and old!

The dash instrumentation was definitely
not standard, for example, where does one
find an oil temperature gauge on a pro-
duction Sprite? However, that is how I
raced the car for two events in 1981 and by
now [ knew I enjoyed vintage racing!

Tor 1982, T obuained a set of racing
wheels and tires, a “special” engine, a new
tranny and had the car painted in the racing
colors of Canada. T also joined the Austin-
Healey Club of Southern California and in
an issue of their magazine, there appeared a
mention of the British Motor Industry
Heritage Trust, attesting to their ability 1o
trace the lineage of one's automobile from
the original records, So, off went a request.

About this time, my cousin and 1
came across a Sprite/Midget repair manu-
al by Floyd Clymer. Not only did this
book have a chapter on special tuning, but
also a story about one of the 1959 factory-
entered Sebring Sprites, being driven from
Florida to California by Ocee Ritch.
Wouldn't it be something if that were the
car | now owned?

Well indeed, back came the answer
from Heritage, and sure enough, the car 1
own was onc of the 1959 factory-entered
Sebring Sprites! Now to prove beyond
doubt that mine was #55. After several
attempts to establish the history of my car
for the last thirty years 1 decided to place a
“free” subscribers advert in Victory Lane.
The ad requested information about the
other three chassis numbers that had been
entered at Schring.

Surprise and joy happened sometime
in January 1989, when Robert Thurlander
of Napa called about my ad. He knew that
he also had a special car, but whar was it?
You see, his chassis number matched (so
did the car body number) and he still had
all the factory ‘goodies’ with the car, such
as four wheel disc brakes. However, we
still couldn’t determine what his car’s
number was, until...

Ron  Iampton of Lexington,
Kentucky called. A friend of his in the
local BMW Club had noticed the ad in
Victory Lane and asked Ron, “Wasn't this
the car you raced in 1960" Yes it was,
replied Ron and further offered the infor-
mation that the car had been destroyed

turn to page 31
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heels

Photas by Ken Smith and Bruce Manning, FootageNow

magine over 200 Dritish classic cars, including no

less than twenty Ralls Royees and Bentleys, throw o e e T

in four Supermarine Spitfires and a Hawker

Hurricane, add a dash of Tiger Moth and

Stearman and serve up on a beawtiful sunny
Southern California day!

Such was the case at the superb Wings & Wheels
cvent held in Monica in June. Sponsored by Moss
Motors in association with the Muscum of Flying, visi-
tors from many parts of the ULS. were able to enjoy a
tantastic day. From carly morning the cars arrived and
with the excellent coordination of the Southern
California MG Club, began to form a huge, colorful
square on the ramp in front of the Supermarine facility
at the airport. As each car entered the show its photo-
graph was taken in front of the beautiful blue Spitfire of
Chris Woads. Visitors were able to collect a unique
photographic souvenir before leaving for home.

“People watching
was as much fun
as looking at the
cars and planes!
Folks were having a
great time...”

However, before leaving there was much to
see and do!

The highlight of the day had to be the
take-off and fly-by of the Hurricanc and the
Spitfires! First solo, then in formation, the
sound of those Rolls Royce Merlin engines

“It was h not to x - \ - : had to be heard to be helieved, and so popu-
3 s & lar was this aspect of the show that, due to
be moved by the

customer demand, it was repeated during the
afternoon! We really appreciated the skills of

Sight and sound of Wi o - the pilows and truly thank them for taking the
; . time ro bring their “warbirds” for us all to
these marvelous v e ' , snjoy:
2 - - Visitors could also enjoy the thrills of
warbirds as they = # y : flight as Moss associate, Nick Baker, offered
flights in a 1943 vintage Tiger Moth, alter-
took to the Sky.” Z 3 -, ; nating with a similar exercise being carried

out in a Stearman biplane! The line to climb
aboard stretched out through the day, and

14 m MOSS MOTORING

Volume 18, Number 3 ® 15



even late in the evening, when mast of the 1930 ro 1999—e¢ven the Deloreans were
arted, there were still peoj
n on the blue Paci

there, shining in
mplemented by British "bangers
from a mew angle! vttles were served to the large
The cars? Well what can one say? ollowing which, you could then take
Some of the finest machinery outside Pebble  a ride on the Museum's flight simula
Beach was on display including an actual see if you could hold on o your lunch while
Pebble Beach winner, the superb 1947 flying an RALE Tornado jet!
Fransy Bodicd Bentley of Gary Wales All too soon for some, the day's activi-
also hrnu_ulu along his ties ended with the prizes being awarded for
i the Car Display—although everyone who
attended was a winner. All the proceeds
from the event wer nated to charity and
Moss Motors would like to thank the
Muscum staff i'u;nlc.i 1-\- Marilyn McPoland

cars had
waiting to lool

¢

Tt

famous masques JII bu}n.uh on ('
which made for a memorable sight!
Rolls Rayce O lub graced the event
with over twe from

Wings & Wheels Car Show Winners

Pre-1955 \|(|7.')Mf\u ’151'”)
Post-1955 M(C

Pre-1968 “Triw

Post- 1968 iy

Austin eale ’

Mini — I ¥ 37 Austin Mini (

Land Rover - Drew Renick, 1959 109 Pickup

Other British Open — Mitchell Hattenr, 1955 Morgan Plus 4

Other British Closed — | { 1 Duvall, 1961 Movvis Minor Ty
British Motoreycles cent Black |

Rolls R ulSLnlh.\ — Gary Wales, 1947 Franay-B

(€ Iso took home the “Best of Show trophy for this car!)
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BEAUTIFUL
%I;ITFEST

or the first time ever, on May 1,

Moss Motors in asso
the Central New Jersey MG Car
Club moved away from its tradi-
tional location at our :
Dover. Ins

storal sewting of
iy Succasunna
d Briush classics

saw 1‘4113 t
gather under sunny skies

“Ir was a really wonderful turnoue,” said

Joe Capela, Moss’ Eastern Region Manager,

“and everything went really smoothly con
sidening this was the first time we had been
away from our

In addition, Bridest atructed ne
vendors of old and new parts, m

home base!”

Sprrite — Harry & Honey 1
Taguar—8il Urban, 1Y
\Il. U'—HHarey 1. W

tiph Bro
n Forte, 1960
) Bl Sharpe, 1966 MGH
Rotert Hulbotser
MGB/TForvest Collier; 1

regalia, craft artists, live enterta
medieval re-enact 1, valve cov
and of course 3 15% discount on Moss
Motors® counter sales at the main pavilion

“I'he larger site provided hassle
king for the record
e \I”IP'”' YhL’ LIS
several vintage racers as we y

e 1930 M-Type Midget. Also seen on the
| was a 1962 Sabra owned by Ron Zweig and
ity automobiles present included a 1962
aley Sprite, and John Je
, hoth of which have graced the
Britsh Car Maga.

The ‘Best of Show Av
ed 10 a superh Morris Minor Trav
by Ed and Rita Koch, while th
Basker Display’ (a new fearure!) was 1ak
Bob “Truckenmiller and his 1967 Austin-
Healey 3000,

“To sumn up, Britfest "9 was a day-long
masterpicce of an event and the MG Car
Club Cen and Moss Motors appre-
ciates all who particiy
your diary for Bri u’ul 2000 w be held on
May 6, 2000!

racing

ing’s 1965

cover

Make a nore in

uld bave liked to lise ALL ¢
atit ujm.m’ Glam Weg,
alta comtributed ta this

h

l I\l’i [u.'lu DeCesare,

L 1960 TR3A

Muachalds, 1968 TR250

197 -J' ”\'ﬁ

Michael

I Edtion
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In our last issue we began the story of Alan Jabez'
attenspt to docurment MG entbusiasm in AAmerica
e film. We now continue with the story...

Land Speed Record Attempts
America, of course, has also been the
place where MG has sceured a number of
successful land speed records and we have
used a couple of classic 1950s cinema news-
reels to celebrate these achievements. One
of the other gems we found in the archives
related o the promotion of the cars in the
1960s and '70s included rare foatage of
MGs at one of the 1960s New York Motor
shows, along with all the glitz and glamour.

TV Advertising

The 1960s and '70s also saw much
more sophisticated advertising, including
the introduction of television commereials
which were used to get the MGB and the
Midget to a much wider audience. With the
MGB and Midget both selling so well in
the US in the '60s and '70s, many
Americans were shocked beyond belief
when the company announced the cars
would cease production und the Abingdon
factory was to close.

In fact, despite the hardened cfforts by
many enthusiasts to get the company to
change its mind, no more MGHBs or Midgets
were ever built and no more MG cars have
been exported to America.

MG ‘Boxer'

During our research, we discovered a
car sceretly designed in America which
could have been the successor to the MGB.
Code-named the ‘Boxer’, the car was actual-

18 m MOSS MOTORING

ly a re-badged Tiiumph TR7, with Porsche
front headlights and a few other modifica-
tions. Unfortunately, we were unable to film
the car as it is believed to have been
dlestroyed, but the pictures we used will cer-
tainly reveal what MG enthusiasts on both
sides of the Atlantic might have been dri-
ving in the early 19805 if the project had not
been scrapped.

History ook the course it did, and it
has been nearly 20 years since MG sold irs
last car in America, There are still many
passionate enthusiasts all across the country.
These people are the heart and soul of the
MG movement in America and it was just as
interesting to mect so many of them, as
scarch through all the archive material.

Indy '96
Although there are enthusiasts all
across the country, many of the most die-

Goguen MG Museum, Vermont.

hard owners attend the large number of
dedicated MG and other British cars shows
which are held across America every year.
No show though has ever compared with
“Indy "96", where more than 1000 owners
drove up to 2000 miles and beyond for the
largest-ever gathering of MGs in America.
It was memorable to sce so many MGs
gleaming under the burning sun, but the
lasting memory was of hundreds of MGs of
all ages driving around the famous
Indianapolis race circuit—an event we man-
aged 1o caprure from both the wrackside, as
well as from one of the participating cars.

Hawaii

Despite there being no new cars in
America at present, MG passion is alive
and well all across the country, even as far
away as Ilawaii which still has an active
MG club today.

Moditied MGs

Although most current MG enthusi-
asts are keen 1o maintain their car in exactly
the same condition as it was built, we
decided to leave a section of the movie for
modificd MGs in America. Whatever your
own personal thoughts, some of these arc
quite extraordinary in appearance. One of
the earliest modifications was undertaken
by the large LS. Inskip dealership in New
York. They created a number of special
four-door TCs in the early 1950s. One of
the few known surviving cars is now in
Gerry Goguen’s muscum in Vermont.
Gerry also has a bizarre looking Lester MG
which can only be described as looking like
an MGA coupe which was made for an
extremely tall driver.

We also filmed the R2, or ‘Flying
Shingle’, which is now stored in a private
museum in Secattle, This was a specially-
made American MG race car which looks
unlike anything else bearing the MG
badge and yer competed successfully at

racetracks up and down the West Coast in
the 1950s.

However, two of the most bizarre
MGs we have featured both started life as
standard MGBs. One of them was, insfact,
two MGBs which have elfectively been
welded together to form one of the longest
sports cars in the world, Tt belongs 10 David
Percz from Chicago and has its own back
seat, bar, video player and all the other
comforts of any standard strerched limo.
Another highly modified car we have fea-
tured is an ‘electric’ MGB which is now
kept in the outskirts of Boston. To be hon-
est, it is hard to say whether it is more
bizarre to see the car's boot and bonnet
laden with heavyweight batterics, or hear
the car when it accelerates down the road
sounding like a typical English milk float
doing the morning rounds.

Despite our exhaustive efforts, we would
have liked to have included a lot more footage
in the final cut, but we tried to pack as much
as we could into 100 minutes. We would also
have liked o have ended the film on a posi-
tive note by declaring a date when MG will
return to America. Rover officials in the UK
told us they do have plans to retum to the US
in the new Millennium, but whether that is
next year or another 900 remains to be seen.

MGF in Arizona

However, the company did provide us
with some of their own excellent footage of
an MGF being tested in the wilds of
Arizona which may at least make today’
many US enthusiasts feel they have not
been abandoned altogether. Finding these
visual gems made all the hard work and the
huge production costs all the more worth-
while. We now hope everyone else gets as
much pleasure from sceing the huge pro-
duction as we had in making it.

—Alan Jabez M

Indy ‘96

gl

2 Cadefl
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BY THE
NUMBERS —
THE
BRITISH
LICENSE
PLATE
SYSTEM

s promised at the end of my last

article in Mess Motering |

thought an essay on the intrica-

cies of the British car license

plate system might be of inter-

est. I know most of our ‘Iransatlantic

cousins frequently find this baffling, and

those who read British classic car magazines

may be particularly keen on learning the

history and details of what we aver here in

Britain refer to as the car’s “number plate”
or “registration number”.

By 1904, when the motor car was first

ing a practical ather than

a toy for the wealthy or eccentric to tinker
with, these new cars were starting to crash
inta both people and things, as well as fre-
quently exceeding the paltry speed limit of
the time! In order to prevent these foul prac-
tices, the “Authorities™ needed a way to iden-
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ufy the offending vehicle and its pilot, and so
the license plate system was born.

“The first thing to understand about the
British system is that the plate is personal wo
the Car, and not to the Driver! Once a reg-
istration number is issued to a car, it usually
stays with that particular car all its life, irre-
spective of change of owner, or change of
geographical area were it is kept. This is
unlike most country’s systems, but it does
have the huge advantage of making particu-
lar cars much easier to identify over a peri-
od of years, and making the history of indi-
vidual cars much easier to trace. Very few
people can recall the chassis or commission
number of a car they owned years ago, bur
lots more can recall its reg-
istration number, which is
also readily apparent from
photographs. (Bill is quire
right bere, I can recall the
registration number of every
vebicle I've ever cuwned since |
was a mere lad—some 50 in
all'—FEd,) In addition,
using our system, it is very
casy to date a car from a
cursory external  glance
rather than ferreting under
the bonnet/hood to find a
dirty or rusted identity
plate! There are, of course,
exceptions to this ‘one car-
one plate’ rule which I will
deal with later, but in gen-
cral, the foregoing is true.

Right from its inception
in 1904, our system was set
up on a regional basis as a
combination of numbers
and leuers, Thus the very
first number ever issued was
“A1", by the London
County Council, The letter
‘A was allocated o London,
and the various British
counties got a letter in turn,
although for some reason

the letter “Q" was not used and the lewter ‘Z2*
was reserved for Ireland. As there were more
counties and boroughs to issue numbers to
than there were available letters in the alpha-
bet, it wasn't long before two letter combina-
tions were issued, so ‘AA" was allocated to
Southampton, ‘AB' 1o Worcestershire, ‘AC’
to Warwickshire and so on. All the issuing
authorities in Scotland were given combina-
tions with the letter ‘S' in them, i.e. 'ES’ for
Perthshire, ‘MS' for Stirlingshire and so on,
and broadly this remains true to this very day.
However, some years later, when all the ‘S’
two letter combinations had been issued,
some Scottish authoritics w iven non-‘S’
combinations. For instance, was allocat-
ed to the Scowish county of Fife.
Combinations including the letter ‘4
remained exclusively Irish, for right up to the
late 1980% the Republic of Ircland, although
3 separate country, continued t use the
British license plate system.

Obviously, those geographical arcas
with higher populations soon found that
they were issuing many more car numbers
than those in the quicter areas, and they
quickly ran out of numbers, because a limit
of four numbers was set for cach individual
plate, i.e. up o 9999. So the original
London mark of *A' was issued, in the early
years of the century, in combinations
between ‘Al" and ‘A9999", Once these had
all been allocated, further two letter combi-
nations were issued, London for instance
receiving ‘LA" which it then issued in the
series ‘LAIL" through ‘LA 9999'.

By the carly 1930%, some of the more
populous boroughs and countics, and the
larger cities had exhausted all their available
one and two letter combinations, in each case
issuing up to 9999, So a new system came
into use in 1932, whercby a third letter was
put in front of the original two leuers, thus
enabling new combinations o be created.
For example, when London had used up all
the two letter marks, they added an ‘A’ to the
front, the letter combination then becoming
‘ALA. Numbers were then issued with these

letters up to 999, prior to ‘BLA' being intro-
duced when the process repeated isell, With
these new three letter combinations, nurh-
bers were issued only to 999 and not 9999, as
at the time it was desired 10 keep the maxi-
mum number of digits on the plate to six.
When this system came in during the early
1930%, those authorities who still had plenty
of the old two letter marks available were
allowed to use them, and indeed some of the
smallest, slowest issuing counties in Britain
were still giving out two letter marks to new
cars as late as the [960%!

By 1953, problems again arose in the
busy areas, where all the three letter, three
number plates had been used up. “The simple
solution was to reverse them so thar the
numbers preceded the leuers, thereby creat-
ing a huge stock of previously unissued
marks! ‘ABC 123" could be reissued as ‘123
ABC’. ‘BC’ incidentally was issued by the
City of Leicester, and thus geographical con-
tinuity was preserved. A rough guide as w
when a number was issued was also available,
in that ‘BBC’ numbers were obviously issued
after the *ABC’ ones, and so on. In addition
to three letter-three number combinations
being reversed and reissued, the two letter
ones could be similarly reversed and reissued.
*BC 1234 could be reissued as '1234 BC® for
instance. Fven the very carliest single letter
plates were sometimes reissucd in reverse
format. For example I owned a 1956 Morris
Minor whose number was ‘1272 F'. ‘F* was
allocated to the County of Essex and ‘F 1272
would have been issued in the first decade of
the century—such numbers being highly
prized now.

Yet again the pace of new car purchase
outstripped the supply of plates available, so
in 1963 it was decided to go at last to seven
digit plates, this being achieved by adding a
suffix letter, which would further denote the
year of issue. Suffix letter ‘A’ was for 1963, ‘B’

for 1964, cte. This allowed further unique
marks to be created based on the ‘ABC 123 A
idea, At first, letters denoted complete calen-
dar years, but for some bizarre reason in
1967 the system was changed so that the let-
ter year ran from August 1 to July 31
Therefore, the 'E' suffix ran only from

January 1, 1967 w July 31, 1967, ‘T taking
over thereafter until July 31, 1968

The suffix letters ‘2", ‘1", 'U", ‘Q’ and
‘0" were not used so in 1983, the system was
again reversed and prefix letters appeared,
commencing with the ‘A’ prefix for 1983/84.
Therefore the ‘ABC 123" number could by
now, have been issued in four different
formns! ‘ABC 123’ from the mid-thirties, ‘123
ABC' from the 1950%, ‘ABC 123 A’ {rom
1963 and ‘A 123 ABC' from 1984/85, all still
issucd in the Leicester area. This reversed
system has continued to the present day, ‘S
prefix letters being issued from August 1968,

However, from 1999, it has been decid-
ed to change to issuing the new letter twice a
year and the “1" prefix arrived on March 1,
1999. My new Rover 2000, for instance, car-
ries the plate “T° 245 KIHE’, the ‘HE’ clement
on the plate still denoting the geographical
area of issue, in this case the town of Barnsley
in Yorkshire where | purchased the car.

Although boundary revisions over the
years have sometimes blurred the borders of
the various cities and counties, it is still true
to say that one can tell reasonably accurately
where a new car was first sold, from its regis-
tration plate. When the prefix plates run out
in the carly years of the next century, we're
promised a completely new “Euro” system,
which will probably break the direct links

p= | -

that connect our present system with the
dawn of motering in 1904—what a pity!

‘The geographical natre of UK license
plates has always been useful in helping to
spot ex-works and competition cars used by
the various car factories. If you look at the
works MGs, right back to the 1920%, more
often than not they have plates which include
the letters JB” or ‘RX" combinations issued
by the County of Berkshire where the
Abingdon works were sitated. (Abingdon
has now been moved into Oxfordshire, inci-
dentally!) Similarly, Jaguars and Triumphs
emanated from the City of Coventry whose
combinations were ‘WK', ‘DU’, KV, ‘HP’,
‘VC' and ‘RW". The 1954 Le Mans D-Type
Jaguars were ‘OKV 1", ‘OKV 2', and ‘OKV
3, whereas the 1959 Le Mans TR3 *S' cars
were ‘XHP 939" and ‘XHP 940,

“The one great exception to the rule that
a car always keeps its plate in Britain is that it
is, and always has been passible for a moder-
ate fee, 1o keep one’s old plate and wransfer it
onto onc’s newly acquired car. Thus the
number Al survives to this day on a new car,
having been transferred prohably a dozen or
more times during the past 95 years! Such
numbers have become almost Indicronsly
valuable, and can be bought and sold on the
open market subject to certain strict rules.
Indeed, there are many number plate “bro-
kers” in the UK, who will cither sell your
plate on ¢ ion, or try to acquire a spe-

cial one for you.

If, for instance, I wanted a plate w0
reflect my initials, BE, with a nice low
number, say ‘BP 8 or *50 BP, it would cost
me several thousand pounds 1o acquire the
right to use such a plate on my car! Such
numbers are known here by the catch-all
phrase of “Cherished Registrations”, even
the government departments use this
rather grim nomenclawure. Having been
content for many years just to permit peo-
ple to retain their numbers and pocket the
fee for allowing this to occur, in 1991 the
government suddenly woke up to the fact
that they were sitting on a gold mine of
previously unissued bur attractive num-
bers! Rather than let dealers make all the
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I bought my 1980 MGB a year ago from a very honest
guy who was open to showing me all the problems as well as
the good points of the car. He informed me that all of the
light bulbs had been tested and replaced, but the turn signals
still didn't work!

After buying the car, tinkering with a lots of things, and
installing odds and ends I noticed thar the bulb on the ‘hazard'

switch wasn't working, Having worked with a lot of these switch-

es in the past, I decided to order a bulb for it
After installing it, the turn signals started working again even
though the hazard flasher had worked without the bulb!
—feff Lutz (via e-mail)

‘When putting a new transmission and clatch in a Spridger
for what seemed like the millionth time, I discovered a litde trick
which may help other owners.

Use of one of the *eared’ inner fulcrum suspension washers
(Moss #325-395) as a locking device for the flywheel.

Pur it on a bolt with the ear facing away from the engine
backplate, use a few washers as spacers, and a convenient bolt
hole on the rear engine plate and you have a nice positive lock
of the flywheel. Just flip it around to lock while tightening.

—7eff Lemon (via e-mail)

(To make the installation of the engine and irxion even eas-
ier; try our Oberg Tkt Lift (Moss #386-730). This bandy device allows
easy adjustment of the angle of the engine/transmission through a full
90° arc and bas a positive Jock to prevent slipping. The mounting cleats
are adjustable to any engine and its all steel construction and small size
make it perfect for tight work arear—Ed.)

1 drive my 1974 Triumph TR6 every day. Every two years or
50 it’s a good idea to disassemble, inspect and repack the front
wheel bearings. The one aspect of this task with which I've always
hdumﬂ:n:h:puleups.'lbumcﬂhunpsmmsﬁnm
of pliers or a hammer and punch which deforms the caps way too
much for my liking. 1 offer the following method as 2 way to make
the grease caps much easier to extract from the car.

1. Take the grease caps off the wheel hubs, This is the last
time you will be required to use the pliers or hammer/punch
crude extraction method!

2, Drill out the center hole in cach grease cap to 'Y4".

3. Secure an %A2" nur to the inside of each grease eap by
welding or using a compound such as JB Weld and yes, there is
still room for the grease cap to fit properly on the car after you
have done this! Do however, use care to ensure that the nut is
attached securely. The last thing you want s for it to come loose
mdgrinddownbetwamtheupmddmmh:ﬂe’whﬂa)ou'n

down the road!

4, Use a short piece of 142" plastic plumbing pipe or a large
socket (e.g. 2" drive 32 mm socket) to tap the grease cap hack
onto the hub,

In future, when it’s time to inspect and repack the front
wheel bearings it will be much easier to extract the caps. Simply
use an $42" screw (1 usc an %32 one inch long Allen head screw)
to thread through the grease cap hole into the nut. Keep turming
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REAR AXLE HOUSING
OI1. SEAL

BLUNT END SCREW DRIVER

AXLE SHAFT
OILSEAL COLLAR

BRAKE BACKING PLATE

the screw and it will act like a puller as it contacts the stub axle
and your grease cap will be extracted in perfect condition,
—Dave Waod, Gamesville, Florida

1 was lucky enough to find a very low mileage replacement
axle for my 1977 MGB. It scems that somcone put the car on
blocks and it stood for fifteen years! After driving about 5000
miles on the replacement axle, I checked the rear brake shoes and
found well-greased brake Linings! So, if your car has been sitting
idle for many years, or you find oil residue when you inspect the
rear brakes you should change the oil scals, an operation which is
simple and straightforward.

Lift ane rear wheel until it is at least six inches higher then
the opposite wheel. This keeps the ol from running out when the
scal is removed. Do be sure (o secure the car on jack stands!

Remove the road wheel, brake drum, cotter pin and castel-
lated nut on axle shaft. Gently tap the end of axle shaft and pull
the hub with the axle shaft collar off the axle shaft. Do not scratch
the oil seal collar with tools used to remove the oil seal!

Unnﬁirlyiugemwdrimwidublnmpoimmupoudw
old oil seal at a single point. Tap as close to halfway between the
housing and the axle scal collar as possible. Continue tapping
lightly until this side goes in about 2 '4" and the opposite side
pops out. Use a small screwdriver to case the seal outall the way
around. With a lint-free rag, wipe clean the oil seal collar and the
inside of the axle housing where the new oil seal will be installed.
Alsa clean the backing plate with a wipe wetted with alcohol to
avoid damaging the rubber parts on the wheel cylinder,

Lubricate the sealing surface of the new seal and the outside
of the oil seal collar with light oil. Tape the axle shaft splines with
masking tape to protect the oil seal, then slide the oil seal collar
back onto the ade shaft and the axle shaft collar and start it into
the housing. Use a piece of 4" dowel at least six inches long to
carefully tap the seal into place until it is flush with the housing.
Remove the masking tpe from the axle shaft and reassemble in
reverse order to removal. While you are under the car, check the
breather on the right side top of the rear axle housing by lifting
the cover and make sure the vent holes aren't blocked.

—Roger N. Tanner; Lompoc, GA.

Haue you got a great timte-saving idea or ool that can belp out other
British car owners? Send it to us! If we publish your idea in Mess
Motoring you'll be cligible for a $35.00 Mass Motors Gift Certificate!

Send your ideas to Technical Editor, Moss Motoring, 440 Rutberford
Strect, Goleta, California, 93117 or e-mail us at
mass@piossmotors,com. B

y best buddy Bob, who

never listens to my timely,

quality Healey advice, is

moving ever so slowly on

his BJ8 restoration. While
he is lnaking some progress, hes got some
problems with sequencing and priorities.
Like he hasn't got any interior in the car yet
and he's concerned about getting full throt
tle. This tells you a little about Bob. It’s not
like T didn't tell him to adjust his throule
linkage before he put the engine in the car.
Why is this important? Because it is almost,
but not quite, impossible to adjust the chas-
sis part of the linkage correctly with the
engine and transmission in the way of using
a wrench on the most imporant of the
throttle linkage pinch bolt connections. And
now, it’s all true, in test running his car in
the garage, his SU carbs can't open all the
way because the linkage needs adjustment.
That's why there are those days when
“throutle” accurately describes what ought
to be done with him! So...for him and you,
here's how.

The following instructions are for six
cylinder cars only. While original shop
manuals do not show a diagram nor
explain how to adjust your throule link
age, the vintage Haynes workshop manual
does, Unfortunately, the written informa-
tion doesn't always correspond to the
illustrations and the second hall of the
information is for the HD6 (100-Six and
3000 MKI) set-up only. However, this first
part pertains to all six cylinder cars as it
describes how to set the linkage that is
attached to the chassis. I'll start with a lit-
tle theory.

As the carb’s throttle shaft rotates on
opening, on HD-style carbs, a pinned wung
on the throttle shaft will rotate and, at full
throttle, just contact a protruding portion of
the carb body. For the tri-carb model, a pos-
itive stop is provided against the heatshicld.
What you need to do is to adjust the linkage
1o allow the tocboard to act as a positive stp
for the accelerator pedal when the throttles
arc fully open. If the weboard doesn't stop
the throttle from opening further, you might
risk breaking off the tang on the linkage at
the carburctor in your exuberance to go
faster! If your foat hits the floor before the
throttles are fully open, then you will be
missing some of the excitement of driving a
big Healey!

To adjust the chassis linkage, first slack
en the pinch bolt on the pedal box throttle
pedal lever (“A” above) inside the engine bay.
This is where those of us with left-hand drive
cars will wish we had done this before the
engine was installed! Therek plenty of room
on the right-hand drive linkage to get to that
pinch bolt since the accelerator pedal is on
the other side of the car!

With the pinch bolt just loose enough
for the shaft through the pedal box 1o
turn, put a two and one-half inch thick
wooden block (“D" above) between the
pedal and the tochoard and push the pedal
down so it rests on and rerains the block
on the toeboard. Be sure you have all your

flooring picces in place—tar paper, jute
underlayment, carpet, and floormat, or
whatever you are using this week. Why
lose up to an inch of travel once you've
installed your interior?

Now adjust the pedal box lever rela-
tive to the pedal cross-shaft lever (*C” above)
o obtain a clearance of A" between the
cross-shaft relay lever and the body flange
(*X” above) under the scuttle, Tighten the
pedal box throttle pedal lever pinch bolt.
Note that carly cars have an adjustable cross-
shaft relay lever complete with pinch bolt.
Don't confuse the two. Be sure the cross-
shaft relay lever's pinch bolt is tight before
making this adjustment. For later cars
(B)7/B)8), this cross-shaft relay lever is
brazed to the cross-shaft and isn'r adjustable
nor does it need to be. Now you all can run
out to your cars and visually see if this is true
or not. [s that 46" of clearance there or does
the cross-shaft lever contact the body with
the throttles ar rest? 'm willing to bet that
the majority of cars will have their cross-shaft
lever contacting the chassis when the linkage
is at rest instead of having that liede bit of
clearance. This takes care of the chassis part
of the throule linkage, the part you want to
do before you put the engine into your fresh
restoration, In the next issue of Mosr
Moataring, Ull take up the adjustment of the
engine portion of the throule linkage.

—Ren Phillipsm
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BUILDING
THE
ULTIMATE
HOME
WORKBENCH

e years ago (12 to be exact!) we ran

an artice on a workbench which our

RED Manager, Chric Newlan bad

built i bis bome gavage to facilitate

warking on bis cars. We bave been
reguesied an several occasions to yepeat the article
for the benefit of newer readers and as your wish
is sommetinmes our command—nbere it is!

Over the years, I've had the opportuni-
ty to visit with many sports car enthusiasts in
their garages (usually with attached homes!)
and have found most garages to be poorly
equipped to handle serious mechanical
rebuild or restoration projects.

I've also restored my share of cars and in
the process have graduated from the bucket
of gasaline, bag of old tools school of auto-
mobile mechanics. I've also found that wark-
ing on old sports cars is far more enjoyable
when carried out in a well Lit, clean and effi-
ciently organized work area.

A good rugged workbench and an effi-
cient parts washer are perhaps the two most
important elements in any well equipped
hobby shop and having priced “professional”
parts washing equipment and a range of
rugged workbenches, [ realized that short of
taking out a second mortgage, [ needed to
develop a more economical alternative.

The workbeneh/parts washing combina-
tion described below has served me well for a
considerable number of years. "The key design
clements of the parts washer were ‘borrowed’
from production parts washers then on the
market, while the beneh is typical of designs
found in home handyman books. The beauty
of this particular combination is thar when the
parts washer is not in use, it is truly out of the
way, and the flush fitting cover allows for full
use of the work bench top.

KITCHEN . INOUSTRIAL
SPRAY GUN PAATS WASHER
GOOSENECK FOWER SWITCH
N 10N BENCH)
! rowen
| rEen
BOLVENT
feeo

10110¥
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When in use, there is ample room o
park both washed and unwashed components.
Incidentally, I've found that my wifes shallow
baking trays are great for drying pars and
prevent excess solvent from soaking into the
bench tap. (However, once returned 1o the
kitchen they tend 1o impart a mild repair shop
aroma to her Christmas cookies!)

“The swrdiness of the bench itself might
appear 1o be overkill, but I've found it pro-
vides the necessary rigidity for working on
heavy items, or when putting my oversized
hench vice through exciting maneuvers, This
particular bench is also free standing and is
now in its second home. The backsplash has
made my day, on more than onc occasion, in
keeping all those linde balls and springs ete.
from rolling down the back side! I finished
off the plywood top with tempered masonite
which is smooth, relatively durable and easy
1o keep clean. While the masonite itself is
glued in place, the oak edge is artached with
screws to allow for removal and easy replace-
ment of the cemented masonite. The edge
trim screws, by the way, are chrome plated
‘TD dashboard screws and provide a nice fin-
ishing rouch!

“The parts washing aspect of the design is
simple yet highly effective. ‘The water filtra-
tion system couldn't be more efficent as all
solids and heavy greases scule to the bottom

of the tank while the clean solvent floats w
the surface of the water where it is recycled.
The water truly does stay put and doesn't mix
with the solvent. I've used my washer exten-
sively and have never had to change the sol-
vent ar elean the tank. Since there is no filter
in the conventional sense, nozzle pressure is
never reduced or restricred.

“The solvent reservoir is made from a cut
down 55 gallon drum. 1 selected one with a
removable top secured by a band clamp. By
removing the midsection, and rewelding with
continuous bead, the resized tank can
made airtight w eliminate solvent evapora-
tion and fumes. However, since the bottom
six inches or so is filled with water, st could
beeome a problem. T eliminated the potential
for this by fiting a 55 gallon polypropylene
tank liner which is casily trimmed down.
These heavy plastic tank liners are used for
corrosive chemicals and can be obtained
from the same source as the used §5 gallon
drum. A good heavy coating of Moss fuel
tank slushing compound (#220-450) on the
inside of the bare tank would probably also
minimize the chance of rust.

The submersible pump [ use was pur-
chased as a solvent pump from an industrial
supply house. Apparently, ordinary water-
type submersible pumps work fine—such as
the type used for garden water fountins.
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REPLACING
MGB
WINDOW .
SEALS

here are several reasons why

you may want to replace the

window to body seals on

your MGB. They may have

deteriorated over the years,
or you may he painting you car and do not
wish to have dull gray old scals ruining the
new job, or maybe you're just a glutton for
punishment!

Whatever the reason, the parts are inex-
pensive, and with the following tips the job is
relatively straightforward. The windshield
seal is in the same league with replacing the
‘C’ clips on the rear brake cylinders. For
thase of you who have dane this job you will
know what 1 mean—for those who have not,
your day will come!

“The tools needed to replace the wind-
shicld to body scal are a razor blade (to cut
the seal to length), a screwdriver, and a
putty knife. The windshield must be
removed from the car in order to replace
the seal. 1 have not found it necessary to
remove the dash in order w remove the
windshicld, and would suggest that you
experiment with various wrenches before
resorting to dashboard remaoval,

Start by placing the windshield (curved
side up) on a table at a convenient height. If
you are right-handed start on the lefe side
where you will see two screw holes in the
bottom of the frame. Lubricate the “T* scal
with liquid soap and slide as much of the seal
as possible into where the two screw holes
are. (The area is hard ro describe but you'll
know it when you sce it!) You will find that
you will only be able to keep about three
inches of the seal in the slot of the frame
before it starts pulling out. Working with
about three inches at a time, place the lower
portion of the “I” scction of the seal into the
slot of the windshield frame.

While holding the bottom “1” of the
scal in the frame with one hand, push on top
of the “17 section with the putty knife. Push
hard, otherwise the “T" section will not go
into the frame. Keep moving from left wo
right putting the bottom of the “T” into the
frame slot, forcing the top of the 1" in with
the putty knife. When you get abour eight
inches away from the right end, carefully cut
the seal to length. Make a stight cu, like
the factory cut and not on an angle as you
will be tempted to do. When you get to the
very end, use the screwdriver instead of the
putty knifc to finish the job. After the seal has
been completely installed make sure the
rounded part of the rubber is fitting correct-
ly into the groove on the windshicld frame. If
not, push it into place with the putty knife.

The door assembly

REINSTALLING THE WINDSHIELD

" Reinstalling the windshield is difficult
and an extra set of hands will come in
“handy™ What makes the job difficult is that
the new seal is curled and acts like a spring,
pushing the windshield off the body. Leuing
the assembly sit a couple of days will help
compress the seal as will clamping the ends of
the windshield to the body of the car. Do not
put any sealer on the windshield until the job
is done. If you do you will have a mess that
will be impossible to clean up. Wait until
everything is installed, then lifr the seal and
squirt the sealer in.

A cress rection throngh the windscreen
. “Top rail.

. Center rod upper bracke
Glazing rubber

. Center rod

. Bottom bracket

. Seal

T R

Contrary to what the shop manual says,
the first thing to do is to attach the two bolts
in the center of the windshield. This will
provide the pressure to keep the seal from
turning under itself. It helps to push out the
edge of the seal from inside the car with a
thin object such as a wooden paint stirrer—
be careful not to seratch the paint!

The two bolts, on the right and left, that
hold the windshield to the body can be

1. Door hinge securing
SCU sCrewl,

2, Front door glass mounting
bracket securing screws.

3. Regulator arm stop.

4. Regulator securing
SCT SCTEWS.

S. Regulator cxteasion
SECUTINg 86T acts.

6. Rear door glass mounting
bracket securing scrow,

7. Door glass channel
securing screws.

8. Door lock remote control
sccuring screws.

9, Veatilator sceuring nurts

extremely difficult o attach. It's necessary to
push down hard on the top of the windshicld
frame, while at the same time wiggling it to
line up the bolt holes, At first it might scem
as if the bolt holes do not line up with the
holes in the body." If this is the case take a
screwdriver and push the fiber washer inside
the fender around a lile. With luck you
should be able 1o get the whole job done in
about 2'2 hours—half an hour for the seal
and a couple of hours to reinsuall the wind-
shield. But remember, it helps to let the
windshield sit for a while to take some of the
spring out of the new seal.

SIDE VENT AND
ROLL-DOWN WINDOW SEALS

The side window scals are straightfor-
ward. Roll down the window, drill out the old
pop rivets and install the new seals. The vent
window scals take about 45 minutes each
from start to finish and it is not necessary 1o
remove the side windows as stated in the
shop manual. There are five bolts that hold
the vent window assembly in, two are at the
wp of the door right under the window, two
more are reached from the outside edge of
the door above the hinge. The access hales
should be covered by plastic plugs. The last
bolt is at the very bottom of the door.

Once all the bolts are removed the vent
window assembly should pull straight up. To
getit high enough to replace the seal you will
need to move the roll-up window out of the
way, but you do not need to remove the win-
dow completely, Near the outside edge (the
edge opposite the hinge) at the bottom inside
of the door, you will find a bolt that holds the
window channel. Remove this bolt and slide
the window over. Next, take the vent window
assembly and ewist it slightly—this will dis-
lodge the roll-up window. (The roll-up win-
dow uses the lower portion of the vent win-
dow assembly as the channel in which ir
slides up and down.) You should now be able
to raise the vent window assembly enough to
remavc the old seal, and the new seal goes in
exactly as the old one came out, When rein-
stalling the vent window assembly, make sure
cverything lines up so thar the doors clase
without any stress on the exposed portion.

—Art Pfenninger M
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It's been a wonderful
summer at Moss!

¢ hope you have all had
a great summer attend-
ing some of the many
fine British car events
across the country. We
here at Moss Motors have, we just wish we
could have been everywhere out there, to
meet you all! Wherever British car owners
gather together they create an atmosphere

MGs at
Jack London.
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unlike any other with their friendly rivalry,
good humor and great technical knowl-
edge and skill all being part of the mix.

For our part, whether it was the
drama and spectacle of our Buttonwillow
Extravaganza, the peaceful pastoral setting
of Horseshoe Park for our Britfest meet, or

the wonderful Wings & Wheels show at
Santa Monica, Moss was there in person to
give further support to your LBC hobby,
to the best of our ability and resources.

Where we couldn't attend in person,
through our Club Support Program this
year we have contributed to over 300
British car events with donations of prod-
uct or gift certificates to assist in the suc-
cess of your meetings. Moss Motors has
been serving you for over half a century
and will be your best friend well into the
new millennium!

Speaking of club support, we have
had to disappoint one or two events

requesting help because they did not com-
ply with our new guidelines for assis-
tance—mainly due to our new policy of
requiring at least two months prior notice
of the event. We have mailed out these
new guidelines 1o all 400 clubs on our
database as of January | and will do so

again next year. Please make sure we have
all the details of your club so we can keep
you informed and so you don't miss out on
whatever support we can offer you!

One other aspect of support—because
we cannot get to every meeting, we have
appointed a number of what we term Mess
Ambassaders, Watch out for them at vari-
ous meetings across the country. Dave
Burrows will cover the Southeast, Gary
Harrison (and his quick MGA) can be see
in the Midwest, while Steve Newby will
attend some events in the Northwest. If
you get the chance, go up and say hello 1o
them as they represent Moss. If the

We are delighted to
welcome to the pages
of Moss Motoring,
NIGEL SHIFTRIGHT
Britain's Air Ace .
Extraordinaire!

Nigel has graced the pages of Koad &

Track for several years and has appeared
around the world in a series of humorous

cartoons brilliantly conceived and drawn by
Phil Frank and Joe "Troise. He seems to epit-
omize the spirit of adventure and craziness
possessed by all enthusiasts of our Liule
Briush Cars!

When asked abour Nigel's background,
Joe Troise explains, “Nigel came about when
Phil Frank and I were driving over the
Golden Gate bridge in his TC. We just start-
ed on this fantasy about firing a few bursts of
machine gun fire into the BMW that had just
roared past us and cut us off!

Of course, we like all kinds of cars, so
we thought if we created this character called

Nigel, his “persona” would be a guy who just
docsn’t ger along with modernity in any
puise, He's a throwback to the past, and often
to o past that he bas ercated for himself! But,
by and large, he does no one any real harm.
IHe is simply appalled by such things as roll-
up windows and cars  with sideways
engines..and need we add, an Anglophile in
the extreme! Phil sull drives his TC and life
and art definitely collide when he illustrates
ngLI or wlu.n I wrih. llu. wnrd\ for hiln'

future cartoons, so wmh for more adven-
wres of Nigel in future issues, B

Nigel Shiftright:asromorie sacumowsw @6 Regafore (Wil

TIKENTY MINUTES
INTD TUE SORTIE:?
Motherl! Tos 15 )
Fed one. Losing
altitude. No oif
p rEsiire. ['aw'm/f

BriaNs pEapyEsT AR Ace
RERRTS (N SHORTLY INTO
His #SSiON: -

Fed One 1o Mother
.rnh;g alfitude .

Visibi tl}r' 9000"-
Courge |25.. 110
f'?:iwa'mfa in ngbf"'
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scheme 15 successful we may well appoint more
Ambassadors in the coming years.

Like any large, successful company we have our own
web page but we also have a number of ‘Webrats’ who
monitor what’s going on and what's being said on the net.
Some interesting points have emerged especially when the
subject of Moss Motors appears on the screen. | refer you
to the old adage, “If you're happy with our service and
products-Tell your friends. If you are unhappy-TELL US!"

‘e would rather have you call us if you have a problem
with cither our scrvice or quality—it’s a free call after all!

Finally, as we enter the new millennium we intend w
wry to bring you an even better quality Moss Mororing.
However, we need your help in this task. Drop me a line
telling me what you'd like to see in your favorite, free,
British motoring magazine. What do you like? What don't
you like? Do you want to see more or less technical stuff?
More or less humor? How do you rate our regular crew?
Harry Newton, John Sprinzel, Ron Phillips, cte. What is
your overall apinien of the magazine? Let us know, we wel-
come your comiments!

Now, before we meer again in the next issue, I'm off to
England for a while to attend the huge MG Carnival in
Abingdon, which will celebrate 70 years of the association
of the Octagon marque with the town. Don’t miss my

exclusive report!
—Ken Smith m

SIJE! Eﬂfﬁf ﬂﬂWfW

NIGEL! WeVE [
TAUKED A%UT ,;rf;f e
THis BEFORE! TH RIDING
STAY IN THE /,'.rg‘ /vrm’ i
CAR DURING THE

m CHANGE!

“Town Crier" at Jack London.

Volume 18, Number 3 ® 27



1859 MGA Twin Cam Roadster. Glacier
Blue w/Black leather interior Frame-off,
beautifully restored on a low milsage
car lo original faclory specifications.
Heater box, windscreen washer. All nuts
and bolts acid cleaned & cadmium plat-
ed. Reliable 8.3:1 compression motor.
Spare knock-o!f wheel, tools, original
jack, tonneau cover. ready to be driven.
Accepling bids over $26,000. (310)546-
0094. CA (South)

1954 MG TF 1500, Red w/Biscult interl-
or. 500 miles since frame-up rastora-
tion. Multiple show winner. $28,500
(831)688-0676. CA

1974 MGB Roadster and 1967 MGB-
GT. Rare matching cars in Aconite.
Ideal for TV/mavie productions. Both
cars redone, matching grilles and air
dams to loak identical from a head on
viawpoint. MG's declared as 'Classic
Collectibles’ by Automobile Mapazina
(9/88) $16,000 for both cars (619)

696-7496. CA (South).

G R SRS

1953 MG TF. A rare find-only a few
made. Garaged and in running condi-
tion. One owner car. $17,500 Call
evenings (409)247-4206. TX.

1958 MGA Coupe. Perfect body, paint & frame.
Many new parts. Front disc brakes. Car com-
pletely disassembled. Make offer or partial
trade for Latus 7. (415) 453-7020 (day) (707)
838-4777 (aves) CA North.

1963 MGB. In boxes with good Texas
bodyshell. $1600. Pete Rt 1 Box 61.
Rothsay. MN 56579.

1852 MG TD. Yellow 350 V8 Muncle 4-speed.
Ford 9° rear end. All steel, pro-built. New
engine, trans., custom radiator. VDO gauges
Good body, chrome and interior. $13,500 obo.
(831)423-4046. CA

1975 MGB Roadster. Black intarior with black
top. Ploneer cassetta stereo and Jensen amp
and alarm, Engine Is totally rebuilt with oli cool-
er. Engine bay Is custom restared to original
specs. Car is ready for paint job. many exlra
parts included, (310)473-8360, CA

1974 MGB Roadsler. Harvest Gold
w/Black int. 18,600 miles with one owner.
Last year of chrome bumper B8's. Oriven
requiarly and a real steal at $10,500.
(516)475-0946. NY.

TRIUMPH

1975 Triumph Spitfire. Convertible only
25k miles In excellent condition with
many new parts. Weber carb. Looks
and runs great. Asking $3500
(610)352-6519. PA

1859 Triumph TR3A project car. Includes
another ‘59 parts car and additional parts.
$3000 obo. for everything. (417)649-7819 or
e-mall shember@hotmall.com, MO

HEALEY

1962 Austin-Healey 3000. Two seater
Vintage race car. Right hand drive. Hard
top, plus two engines and trans. Triple
Wabers, header, alurninum head.
Finished to the highest standards.
$35,000 (352)746-1588. FL.

1967 Jaguar 3.8S Sedan. Red w/Gray
int, Four door, 4 speed manual trans,
wioverdrive. Factory wire wheels &
foglamps. Car may be unique to the
USA. $16,000. (760)247-9856. CA
(Central).

1953 Jaguar XK 120 FHC. Red/Black.
VSCCA log book. Quick and reliable.
Spare engine but not for the street or
the faint of heant! $30,000 (802) 253-
8854. VT.

28 m MOSS MOTORING

1971 Jaguar XKE 2+2 V12. White with red
leather interior. Auto, alr, 34k miles One
owner, Excellent mechanical condition.
$15,500 (B0S) 937-2284. CA (South)

OTHER

1962 Morris Pickup. New paint.
1200cc engine. Front disc brakes
needs front bumper and interior work.

Rare truck. $7995 (901)681-9739. TN,

1964 Hillman Super Minx Convertible, In
super shape, both cosmetically and
mechanically! Needs 2 new lop bul it's a
super, drive anywhere, hobby car 34750.
{530)534-3313, CA (North)

1932 Wolseley Hornet Special, 127 1cc SOHC
6 cyl. 4 speed. Hydraullc brakes, Alloy booy
by Abhey. Unrestored, runs well, side curtains
and English license plates. $16,500.

1986 Panther Kallista. Brooklands
Green. Aluminum body. 2.3 liter
engine. Four speed. A/C. am/fm/tapa.
Cnly 5200 miles. $25,000 delivered.
(815)485-8350. IL

We request a $10 service fee for each vehicle
advertised, for an additional $25 we will feature
a color photograph of your car. British cars only,
N0 parts, exporters, and no dealers please! Text
Is to ba 30 words or Jess and it hielps sell the
car if an asking price is quoted. If using a credit
card for payment, be sure to include your credit
card number and expiration date. Closing dale
for the naxt issue is Septerber 1, 1999, Please
send your ad, photo and remittance to: foss
Motoring Sports Gar Mart, 440 Rutherford
Slregt, Golota, California 93117. We cannot
aceept ads via e-mail. Please label photographs
with name, address and telephone number.
Sorry, phetographs cannot be returned. B

REMEMBER

The Closing Date

for ads in the next issue
is September 1, 1999

MOSS MOTORS

PRESENTS THE "LOM"
(LAST OF THE MILLENNIUM)

GIANT PRODUCT
CLEARANCE SALE

When: Saturday, September 25, 1999
Where: Moss Motors, Goleta
Time: Doors open at 8:00 a.m.

is is your final chance this century
to buy hundreds of bargain parts and
accessories in our 1999 warehouse
clearance sale of retumned/damaged/obsolete
items. MG, Triumph, Austin-Healey, Jaguar
products and more will be offered for sale.
In addition, exciting discounts will be
offered on all counter sales of new products
and accessonies. Free shipping will be avail-
able on items which do not carry truck
freight conditions. “Tours of our warehouse
and facility will be offered to visitors.

Enter through the Goleta Valley
Community Center, (5679 Hollister
Avenue). Park in the Center's lot and follow
the signs to the Swap Meet. NO PARKING
ON RUTHERFORD STREET WILL BE
ALLOWED! All discount sales are final.

Come along and pick up a bargain
while they last! Why not make a weekend of
it by the ocean in sunny Goleta? For more
imformation and local hotel information all
Moss Motors at (800)235-6954. B
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Get Ready for
the Moss Millennium
Photo Gontest!

TWO
THOUSAND
DOLLARS
WORTH OF
CASH AND
PRIZES TO
BE AWARDED
IN 2000!

nce again we invite you to send

your best shot and enter our

Moss  Motors  Millennium

Photo Contest—the last this

century! The categories will be
as usual cxcept that the main category should
reflect the “Spirit of the Millennium®. “The
categories are as follows:

SPIRIT OF

THE MILLENNIUM

An artstic and aesthetically pleasing photo-
graph of your favorite British sports car at
the end of the century.

HUMOR

Send us your most amusing shot involving a
British sports car,

KIDS & CANINES

(FELINES TOO!)

Babies, kittens and the ever popular ‘Dog in
the Car' fit into this group.

SPORTING LIFE

A shot that conveys the sound and the smell
of British competition sports cars in action!

Again we will award First and Sccond
Prizes in cach of the four main categories
and Honorable Mentions where appropri-
ate. A Grand Prize winner will be chosen
from the “Dest of the Dest” whose creator

30 m MOSS MOTORING

will receive a $300 Moss Gift Certificate.
First Place winners in cach category will
be awarded a $150 Moss Gift Certificate
and Second Places will be awarded a §7§
Gift Certificate. All entrants to the contest
will receive a §5 Moss Gift Certificate for
use against future orders.

READ THIS FINE PRINT
CAREFULLY!

1. Each amateur photographer may submit
up to three entries.

2. Each entry must be the unpublished, orig-
inal work of the entrant.

3. Entries will be judged by a distinguished
panel based on content, appropriateness,
and skill.

4. The contest is limited ta color prints, color
transparencies and black and white pho-
tographs only. Glossy prints are preferred and
entrics should be no smaller than 5"x7", nor
larger than 11"x14". Color photocopies will
NOT be accepted for this contest.

5. Each and every entry MUST be labeled
with the entrant’s name and address, in addi-
tion to the category the phow is being
entered in. We suggest you attach a separate
label on the reverse side of each print. Please
do not write on the back paper or emulsion
side of the print.

GIFT CERTIFICATE

e Mo, Lk

6. All entries become the property of Moss
Maotors, Ltd. and NO ENTRIES WILL
BE RETURNED.

7. If there are recognizable people in the
llhumgrzph. a aigtlcd release must accom-
pany your entry. If it is not possible to
obrain a release, a note of explanation
would be appreciated.

8. All entnies MUST be received at Moss
Motors no later than November 14, 1999,
9. Pack your entries carefully. Use a ‘photo
mailer’ where possible and be sure to mark
the envelope conuining your entry
“PLEASE DO NOT BEND!" Mail your
entries to Moss Motors’ Millennium
Photo Contest, 440 Rutherford Strect,
Goleta, California 93117.

Again, the closing date is November 14,
1999. Once the winners have been judged
they will be notified and their work featured
in the Spring 2000 issue of Moss Morering. So
go to it and the very best of luck! B

CROSSWORD
ANSWERS ?

Thanks to all who entered our LBC cross-
word competition in the last issue of Mass
Motaring, All the correct entries have pow
been locked away, as due to publishing con-
straints, we have had to prepare this issue
prior to the deadline for submissions for
correct entries. We will bring you the win-
ner in the next issue of Mo Motoring,
meanwhile here are the correct answers.

Thanks for your patience!
ACROSS DOWN
3. Switch 1. Lockwashers
4. Overhead 2. Fele
5. “Iriumph 3. Servo
11. Odometer 6. Thornley
14. Patina 7. Clevis
15. Gas 8. Sleeve
17. Prototype 9. Rod
22. Healey 10. MG
24. Jaguar 12. Sag
26. Rag 13. Pump
27. Honk 16, Voltage
28. Ice 18. Ta
29. Tarp 19. Enever
30. O Ring 20. Bulkhead
31. Door 21. Lyons
34. Sud 23. Brish
35. Yoke 25. Unibody
26, Ton 32. Out

3. Run M

WORKBENCH (cont.)

The pump incidentally, should deliver
around 150 gallons an hour to a height of
three feer.

The sink is & basic stainless steel
kitchen sink and is large enough to hold a
four cylinder engine block. (How are you
going to get & six cylinder L-Type engine in there
Chrisi—Fd,) All drain fittings and the hand-
held spray washer are normal kitchen hard-
ware, while the main sclvent gooseneck and
control valve were obrained from the local
industrial supply house. I also wired the
grounded power cord to a switch box on the
front of the bench.

I had originally envisaged finishing off
the base of the bench with paneled sides and
framed doors. ‘This was the main reason for
leaving all the support rails flush with the
bench legs. Drawers could also have been
added, but the top cross rail would have 1o
be reduced in height which would, w a
minor extent, compromise the strength of
the bench.

The whole set-up took a few evenings
and the better part of a weekend to com-
plete, and as I recall the cost of lumber and
parts was ultimately a fair bit more than |
had originally estimated, but sull far less
than the cost of a separate production parts
washer and bench.

All in all, this has proved 1o be a highly
serviceable piece of equipment, has enhanced
my enjoyment of working on little British
cars, and was fun to build! Why not send a
large, self-addressed, stamped envelope to
the Editor and plan your own bench/washer
building weekend soon?

—Cbris Nowlan

(O.K. everyone—Send for the plans and
then dvam to Home Depot! Address your request
to: Parts Washer, Moss Motors, 440 Rutberford
Streer, Goleta California 93117) 8

SEBRING (cont.)

while being towed to a race in Milwaukee
in 1964. This car was the number #53
Sebring Sprite!

Now, using some logical problem solv-
ing, we could state, as a reasonable conclu-
sion that of the three Sebring Sprites,
Robert owns #54 and I own #55. 1 would
like ta thank Victery Lane for running the
ad that gave provenance to my quest for the
#55 Sebring Sprite!

(While ar Buttonwillow we were talking
abour thar lintie light which illuminated the
racing number on the side of the Sprite during
nighttime competision bours. Was it from an
MGA? That was the question and if it was,
whick one was it? While at the Extravaganza,
Herschel poked the side of the right fender on
the Sprite, and there was the bole for the lamp
uncovered after all these years! Moss Motors
were only too bappy to supply bim with our
compliments, part #144-100, an MGA map

Jight which was originally fitted in 1959 for

the Sebring race!) B

LICENSE PLATES (cont.)

profits, the relevant government depart-
ment now sells, cither direct or by public
auction, various choice plates as a revenue
raising exercise,

Unlike parts of the USA, you still can't
have, within reasan, just what you want for
the general rules about suffixes/prefixes have
tw be obeyed. Still, it is now possible 10
acquire plates such as ‘I 1 NDA or 'N 1
GEL, if your pockets are deep enough! Such
plates, believe it or not, sell for around the
$50,000 mark! When a ‘cherished’ plate is
transferred off a car onto a different one, lhc
original car is reallocated an ‘anonymous’
number from a previously unissued, but age-
related series.

Side effects of the *cherished’ plate sys-
tem are that the geographical link is broken,
and also the dating element inherent in the

prefix/suffix letters ceases to mean anything.
However, you are not allowed to make a car
appear newer than it really is by transferring
a suffic/prefix plate o it from a year later
than that in which the car was made. Its OK
to make it look older—but not to make it
look younger!

As to the actual number plates them-
sclves, their style and size has been very con-
stant over the years. Up until the late 1960,
white or silver figures were used on a black
background, plates usually being oblong, but
sometimes squarc as on the rear of Land
Rovers. Incidentally, a special dispensation
was granted to the E-Type Jaguar in 1961 to
use ‘stick-on' plastic numbers and leuters
rather than metal plates. Up to 1963, the
individual digits had to be 3%2" high, but
when the seven digit, suffix letter plates start-
ed to appear, the height of the letters was
reduced to 3%", so that seven could be firred
into the space previously cccupied by six.

Reflective plates with black letters on a
cream background on the front of the vehi-
cle, and a yellow background for the rear
plate, started to appear in the late 1960%, and
by about 1972 were pretty well universal. In
fact, these days only cars originally registered
for use prior to January 1, 1973 can use the
old style of non-reflective, black and white
plate. Also, in Britain there always has tobe a
plate both front and rear, unlike some US
states which don't require a front plate at all,
Something that surprised me when I first
rented a car in North Carolina—I thought
the plate had fallen off!

There’s a Jot more that could be said
about our pretty complex system, and sever-
al exceptions 1o the general rules I've out-
lined above but at least 1 hope I've managed
to convey to you some of the main features,
and if you're ever on vacation in Britain, keep
an eye out for that clusive “A1™!

—Bill Piggore W
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Prepare for takeoff! As “The world’s largest supplier comprehensive catalogs feature everything you need—
of British sports car spares” Moss Motors is uniquely from spark plugs and oil filters to the obscure fastener
qualified to bring you everything you need to get you or trim piece and our order lines are open 7 days a

| out on the road and keep you there. Our professional week. We offer same day shipping and technical sup-
crew of British car enthusiasts are constantly working port that is second to none. So the next ime you're
to find new and useful ways to help make owning your grounded or just want something new for your classic,
British classic easier, safer, and more enjoyable. Our call Moss—The British sports car specialists!

Moss Motors, Ltd.
440 Rutherford Street / P.O. Box 847
Goleta, CA 93116

(800) 667'7872 Toll-Free USA & Canada

(805) 681-3400
(805) 692-2525 Fax
www.mossmotors.com

TD Rectangular
Taillamp Ass'’y.
Complete assembly,
includes glass lens,
rim, rubber body,
gasket, bulb and
socket assembly.
Fits early TDs up

to (€)21302.
157-908  $49.50

LUCAS .
'LAMPS ¢

Protective
Knockoff Wrenches

An alternative approach to prevent dam- 2. |
age to your knockoll, these multi-ply = = . W ke Y1GHT of ouwr
wooden wrenches really do prevent dam- %
age to your chrome. Reasonable care and
judgement must still be exercised to
ensure that knockolls are securely tight-
ened. The 52mm version fits Jaguar two-
eared knockolfs, while the 42mm size lits
all ather conventional British two-cared
knockoffs.

A386-165  42mm Knockofl Wrench  $29.95
386-175 52mm Knockoff Wrench  $29.95

Lucas Vintage Poster

We have located a turther supply of these
lovely reproductions of a circa 1930 Lucas
advertising poster. Lithographed in full
color on heavy poster stock, these meas-
ure 234" X 167
214-205 Poster

Spitfire 1:18% Scale Model
Superbly detalled model by Chrono ol a
BRG Spitfire MK V.

220-333  Spitfire Model $39.95

§18.65

MGs Across America
MGs Across America Is a unique, two-part
documentary video set which tells the fas-
clnating story of the -
MG in America- the
company’s biggest
single market since
WWIL Made over two
years and filmed coast
to coast, the videos
Include a rich assort-
ment ol rare archive
material, !gch as MGs
racing at Watkins Glen, SRR 331-390 TC Slow Running Cable ~ $69.95
Eﬁii’fﬁi“i’;?ﬁ.‘.ﬁ"@i‘.’.’.l?: j 331370 TC Starter Cable $69.95
ton Hill Climb. There are also interviews 231900 10 Choks Catie 20040
with some of the early ploneering
American race drivers; old cinema news-
reels of MGs in Land Speed record
attempts at the Bonneville Salt Flats; MGs
at major U.S. auto shows; and exclusive
MG shows. Set of two tapes of about 45
min. running time each.
211080 Video Set  $46.95

TR Shield License Plate

_‘I

Embossed
aluminum
plate with
crisp screen
printing in

regulation ’I:.RI UM Ptl
U.S. size.
229250 Triumph License Plate $7.75

TC Control Cables
Excellent reproductions with
nice delicate knobs as original.
The slow running knob Is al:u

TC-TD Horn Push
and Dip Switch
Super quality reproduction
of the "non-
stepped” dash
mounted switch fitted to 3
all TCs and early TDs when new!
140-700 Switch $69.95

Spitfire/GT6
Steering Rack Assembly
Quick ratio steering rack for all Spitfire,
GT6. Approximately 3%/« turns lock to lock.
667-185 Steering Rack $394.50

Austin-Healey
Door Hinges
Excellent quality cast
alloy hinges are pro-
duced In small quan-
tities in England. If
you need new hinges, W
these are the ones to get!
6-Cylinder Roadster Door Hinges
031425 Upper and lower $193.50
3000 BJ7-BJB Door Hinges
031430 Upper only £193.50
031425 Lower only $193.50

MGB
{  Cylinder Head

Brand new cast iron “air port” heads with
valves & springs as original for all US-
spec. 1975-'80 MGBs.

451555 $695.00

MGB 13/s” SU
Carb Heat Shield
1 pmti 8 o 0 ai 6 6 ? 7 8 ';? 2 Stainless steel heat shield for 134" SU con-
e versio?s l'?r MGB helps ensure agalnst
v -F - ~ > ~ vapor lock.
O e S A B AR D 451035 Heatshield $62.30
240 HOUOR FADX BO5-692-2525




Limited Edition MGBs
Introduced in March 1979 beginning with
car # 492071, Sometimes rel,

the MG Factory as “Jubilee” models.
Fitted with flve spoke cast-alloy wheels,
partly painted dark metallic gray. A spe-
clal three-spoke leather covered light
alloy spoke steering wheel. Limited
Edition Silver side stripes. Front alr dam
In hard rubber fitted by North American
importers and many cars also fiited with
American sourced luggage racks, stereo
radios, and [loor mats by importers.
Some cars are described as fitted with
*Factory Alr Conditioning” but these sys-
tems were added In the USA- never In the
factory! On the glove box lid was a plagque
with an MG badge and the words “Limited
Edition” in Gothic script. Incidentally
baoth the spollers and the tape stripes
were of American manufacture and were
added In the US prior to sale.

As the L.E was withdrawn [rom the
Callfornia market in December 1979, the
1980 models were sold only In the other
49 states and Canada, the last Federal
car belng #523000 presented by IRT to
the Ford Museum. The hall-a-millionth
MGB, an L.E #509313, bullt in January
1980, Is owned by Moss Motors and
resldes here In Goleta. It still has only 79
miles on the odometer and is used by
our Research & Development
Department to study originality and
specilications, Despite the fact that 6682
‘Limited’ Editlon MGBs were eventually
produced, over the past 20 years they
have become highly desirable, and the
North American MGD Register maintalns
detalled records of members LE's. The
Limited Edition Registrar is Ron Tugwell,
and he can be contacted at P.O.Box 2406,

93924 (831) 659-2449.

1-800-667-7872

TOLL-FREE USA & CANADA

ABINCDON-ON-THAMES

REMAINING PLANT EQUIP
FORK LIFT TRUCKS, AIR POL
EQUIFMINT, CANTLEN. OTFICE (QUIFHENT,
BOARDROGH FURNITURE, MG ELOCK AND #

PUBLIC AUCTION
Hrctenl SR

CHATTEL AUGTIONEER

Abingdon Auction Poster
Exact reproduction of the poster announc-
tng the auction at The MG Factory of
equipment and end of production supplies
and parts held in 1981, A plece of history
for your garage wall, Size approx. 20 x 30"
214120 Poster $9.95

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
I
1
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MARKETPLACE

The MGB LE Collection

Aluminum “Limited Edition™ Dash Plaque
Leather rimmed steering wheel assy. (Fits all 1977-80 MGB)

453-T75
263-748
215730
475-180
462-750
408-280
462-760
264-990
229505
229-740
219-815

Medalllon for Road Wheel
Spring Clip for road wheel medallion

“LE" Front License Plate
“LE" Hat, Black & Silver

Sun! Rain! Wind! Defy Mother Nature! It’s Moss Motors’

nil:, nu ;

TOLL-FREE USA AND CANA
= =
SPECIAL NOTES ON ORDERING

& THE FINE PRINT.
B

& hand!
). Th
used in con-

PRICES VALID
AUG. 16 THRU SEPT. 24, 1999

TAN STAYFAST CANVAS TOPS

TC (with Split Rear Window) 243-710 $§529.95
TC (with Single Rear Window) 243-725 $529.95
TD {with 2 metal bows) 243735 $529.95
TD (with 3 metal bows) 243-745 $52095
TF 243-755 $529.95

BLACK STAYFAST CANVAS TOPS

77 TC (with Split Rear Window} 243-115 $529.95
|
|

TD Full Tonneau Cover
TF Fuli Tonneau Cover

TC Cover Kit Only

TC (with Single Rear Window) 243-720 $439.95
TO (with 2 metal bows) 43-730  $439.95
TOD (with 3 metal bows) 243-740 $439.95
TF

243750 $439.95 TF Cover Kit Only

BLACK VINYL TOPS
TO {with 2 metal bows) 242010 $279.95 $235.95 o

TO {with 3 metal bows} 282110 $27995 $235.05 JC cover Kit Only
TF 262210 $27995 $235.95

TD 172 Tonneau Cover 243-885 §229.95
TF Full Tonneau Cover 243-910 $415.95
TF 1/2 Tonneau Cover 243-915 $220.95

TF Compleate Strip Set

. 1-800-667-1872

TD Cover Kit Only (2 tep bows)

TD Complete Side Curtain Kit (3 top bows)
TD Cover Kit Only (3 top bows)

TF Complete Side Curtain Kit

TD Complete Side Curtain Kit
TD Cover Kit Only (2 top bows)

| TAN STAYFAST CANVAS TONNEAU COVERS TD Comnpleta Side Curtain Kit (3 1op bows)
) TC Full Tonneau Cover 243-850 $41595 $345.95 TD Cover Kit Only (3 top bows)
! TD Full Tonneau Cover 243870 $41595 $34595 TF Complete Side Curtain Kit
I 1 10 172 Tonneau Cover 243-875 $229.95 $103.95 TF Cover Kit Only
| TF Full Tonneau Cover 243-890 $41595 $§34595
[ | 7532 s com iases Sess Srases SIDE CURTAIN HARDWARE
g BLACK STAYFAST CANVAS TONNEAU COVERS TC/D/F Bolt & Nut Set (58 of each)
TC Full Tonnzau Caver 243-860 $415.95 $345.95 TC Complete Strip Sat

TD Full Tonnzau Cover 243-880 $41595 $34595 TD Complete Strip Set (2 top bows)
TD Complete Strip Set (3 1op bows)

O

MG TC-TD-TF CANVAS TOPS, TONNEAU COVERS & SIDE CURTAINS

Manufactured by Moss, our range of weathar equipment Is patterned from ariginal cars 1o ensuré that every detall is perfect
REGULAAL ALE

REGULARLY
BLACK VINYL FULL TONNEAU COVERS

241-220 $259.95
241-320 $269.95

TAN STAYFAST SIDE CURTAINS
TC Complets Side Curtain Kit

243-768
243-760
243-780
243-818
243-810
243-838
243-830

BLACK STAYFAST SIDE CURTAINS
TC Complete Side Curtain Kit

243-718
243-770
243-798
243-790
243-828
243-820
243-848
243-840

252-008
252-018
252-108
252:208
252-308
252-408

§799.95
§384.95
$384.95
§799.95
$384.95
$799.95
$384.95

§799.95
§384.95
$799.95
$384.95
$799.95
$384.95
$799.95
$384.95

$29.95
$20.95
$104.95
$104.95
$104.95
$104.95

|

SALE

$219.95
$229.95

$679.95
$320.95
$320.95
$679.95
$320.95
$679.95
$320.95

$679.95
$320.95
$679.95
$320.95
$679.95
$320.95
$679.95
$320.95

$24.95
$24.95
$87.50
$87.50
$87.50
$87.50

FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS OVER S500

=




SPRITE-MIDGET BLACK VINYL TOPS
Robbins high quality replacement tops. Tops are supplied with all necessary
snaps and fasteners, but do not Include the header rail or rear anchor bar.

Reg.  SALE!
848 (cars with studs on wishild frame) 242-180  $247.95 $209.00
948 (bar mount type) 242-185  $247.95 $209.00

Sprite Mill 948-1098 & Midget Mkl
(fits cars with side curtains)

Sprite Mkill & Midget Mkil 1098
(fits cars with wind up windows)
Sprite MkIV & Midget Mkill 1275
(fits 1967-'69, with 8 tenax studs)

Sprite MkIV, Midget Mkl & 1500
(fits 1968 on, with b tenax studs)

Sprite MkIV, Midgel MklIl & 1500

242190
242-185
242-175
242-200

242-205

material, with the header rail installed.)
SPRITE-MIDGET BLACK TONNEAU COVERS

948 Bugeye 241-270 $22495 $189.95
948 & 1098, 1951 thru ‘64 241-280 $224.95 $189.95
1098, 1955 thru ‘66 241-285 $22495 $189.95
1278, from 1967 (no headrest packets) 241-290 $23695 $199.95
1275 & 1500 (with headrest pockets) 241-300 $247.95 $209.95
TOP COVER 1275 & 1500 1969 thru '80 241-525 $14295 $121.50

$247.95 $209.00
$247.95 $209.00
$257.95 $215.95
$247.95 $209.00

$439.95 5375.05
(fits 1969 on, with 6 tenax studs. From the original manufacturer, in the original

MGA TOP & TONNEAU COVERS

Moss MGA tops are in a class by themselves, providing a perfect fit and years
st Vinyl tops are produced by Robbins and have dielectrically

wolded windows. Stayfast canvas tops, manufactured in our own shop, fealure

rear windows that are sewn and double-bound [n the very bast English

manner.

BLACK VINYL TOPS Reg.

3 window, late 1500-1600 242-310 $257.85 $215.95

3 window, MKII 242-950 $257.95 $215.95

WHITE VINYL TOPS

3 window, late 1500-1600

3 window, MKII

TAN STAYFAST CANVAS TOPS

One window, early 1500 243-950 $429.95 $365.95

3 window, late 1500-1600 243-960 $459.95 $399.95

BLACK STAYFAST CANVAS TOPS

One window, early 1500 243-955 $429.95 §365.95

3 window, late 1500-1600 243-965 $459.95 §399.95

TONNEAU COVERS

Shor style, mounts on rear cockpil rail

242-320 $257.95 $215.95
242-960 $257.95 $215.95

Black Staytast Cloth 243-985 $234.85 §199.95
Black Vinyl 241-420 $159.95 $139.95
Tan Stayfast Cloth 243-980 $234.95 $199.95
Long style, mounts behind rear cockpit rail

Black Stayfast Cloth 243-985 $234.85 $199.95
Black Vinyl 241-520 $159.85 $139.95
Tan Stayfast Cloth 243-990 $23495 $199.95

SALE!

-

CONVERTIBLE TOP FRA ASSEMBLIES
Complete, ready to Install

reproductions of the originals.

N

JAGUAR XK7120 TONNEAU COVER

Reg. SALE!
011-350 $214.95 $185.75
L. A

Jaguar XK120 Black Vinyl Tonneau Cover

N

WELCOME

g =y g
SAME DAY SHIPPING!

PLACE YOUR ORDER BY 3:00PM MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, Y

YOUR LOCAL TIME AND WE'LL SHIP THE SAME DAY

TOLL-FREE USA AND CANADA

www. mossmotors.com
PRICES VALID AUG. 16 THRU SEPT. 24
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1-800-667-7872

MG TF Top Frame Assembly
MGA Top Frame Assembly
Austin-Healey 100-4 Top Frame
MGB '69-'70 Optional Folding Frant
MGB '70-'80 Standard Folding Fram
MGB ‘62-'69 Stow-Away Frame: Right
MGB '62-'69 Stow-Away Frame: Left
AND MISL'. HAREWAHB
021-560

806-080 §8450 §74\95
021-786  $21.25 $16
BN4 & BT7 Tonneau Stitfener Set 453-658

Austin-Healey BJ7 & BJ8 Tonneau Bow
Austin-Healey 100-4 Top Latch Set
BN4 & BT7 Top Latch Set

R/H TOP LATCH 4 SEAT BT7

L/H TOP LATCH 4 SEAT BT7

021-541

MGTC-TD-TF Top Bow Socket (2 req.) 406-620

MGTC-TD-TF Top Bow Wing Bolt (2 req.) 406-200 $875 $6.95
Top & Sida Curtain Frame Tan Spray Paint 220520  $12.50  $9.95
MGA Front Top Bow 453-250  $44.95 $35.95
MGA Top Bow Sockst (2 req.) 406-920 $400 $3.95
MGA Top Bow Wing Bolt (2 req.) 406-200 $875 $6.95
MGA Rear Anchor Bar 244-200  $14.50 ,

§2085 $78.95

MGB Original Tops

These are genuine English Tickford factary style double-coated vinyl tops, com-
plets with header rail and all snaps pre-installed which makes installation a snap!
Although not identical to the factory material, the differances are minor and virtual-
ly undetectable. This is as close as you can get 1o originall Black Viny!.

Lata 1963 to '70 Top for stow-away frame  250-040 Reg. $449.95 Sale $399.95
Late 1963 to ‘70 Top for folding frame 250-000 Reg. $449.95 Sale $399.95
1971 10 ‘76 Top with fixed rear window 250-080 Reg. $449.95 Sale §369.95
1977 1o '80 Top with zip-out rear window  250-130 Reg. $459.95 Sale $399.99

MGB Robbins Tops
These high quality replacement tops duplicate the original tops in all respects!
Tops are supplied with all snaps and fasteners, but do not include the header rafl

#406-250 or rear ancher bar, #244-210.
Reg §269.95 SALE $249.95

Black White
1962 to early ‘63 Top for taiding top frame 242-630 NA
Late 1963 to ‘70 Top for stow-away top frame 242-650 242-680
Late 1963 to ‘70 Top lor folding top frame 242-640 242-670
1971 to ‘76 Top with fixed rear window 242-645 NA
1977 1o ‘80 Top with zip-out rear window 242655 242-695

1977 to '80 Top with zip-out rear window Tan 242-295

Noto: Tha 1962 & sarly '63 tops were fittad up to (b)19484. The late 1963 through ‘70
tops were fitted from (b)19485 to (£)219000. 1971 to 76 fixed rear window tops were
fitted from (c)218001 through ()410000. Tops from 1877 on have a zip-out rear win-
dow and are interchangeabls with 10ps from 1971 through 1976, which have fixed rear
windows.

MGB ENGLISH DULL-COAT VINYL TOPS
Rugged British-made top Is heavier than other budget tops and all seams are
stitched and welded for maximum strength. They feature a zip-oul rear win-
dow and fully Installed snaps. Black only

1971 10 ‘80 Top with zip-out rear window 242-685 $214.95 SALE $185.75

ROBBINS
TONNEAU
COVERS

Our tonneau covers

are tailored for left-hand
drive cars only, Supplied
complete with all necessary 8
snaps and studs (not
Instalied).

1962 to ‘67 w/out headrest pockets Black 241-440 $247.85  SALE $199.95
1668 10 ‘70 w/out headrest pocksts Black 241-443 $247.85  SALE $199.95
1971 lo '80 w/out headrest pockets Black 241-445 §247.95  SALE $199.95
1969 with headrest pockats Black 241-460 $247.95  SALE $199.95
1970 to ‘80 with headrest pockets  Black 241-465 $247.95 SALE §199.95

Note for lonneaus without headrest pockets: The 1962 - ‘67 torneau fits up to
(c)1384G0. The 1968 through '70 Lonneau fits fram (c)138401 ta (c)219020. 1971 10 '80
tonneaus fit from (c)218021on. Note far tonnsaus with hoadrest pockets: The 1969 ton-
neau fits from (c)158371 to (¢)187210. 1970 to ‘80 tonneaus fit from (c)187211 on,

4

In the tradition of the finest European sparts cars, we are proud to offer
these premium quality Robbins acrylic canvas convertibla tops. The
unique solution-dyed material Is extramely fade-resistant, enginaared to
be soft and flexible over a wide range of temperatures, yel highly resis-
1anl 1o sagging, billowing or shrinking. Professional installation sug-
gested. These lops Incorporate 2ip out rear windows. Malerial samples
are available free upon request.

Fits 1871 thru '80.
Black Canvas Top
Tan Canvas Top

242-740
242-745

Rep. $607.65
Reg. $607.65

SALE $499.85
SALE $499.95

MGB Deluxe Sun-Fast Canvas Tops i

MGEB CABRIOLET TOPS

Deluxe UK produced “cabriolet™ tops borrow from the German style of
padded tops with a full headliner. The thick insulation provides effective
noise reduction while the light colored headiiner covers the lop frame
and brightens your interior. The cabriclet top has been carefully engi-
neered to fold as easily as your original top, and it incorporates a zip out
rear window for added flexibility. The extremely durable Stayfast canvas
is solution dyed acrylic fabric, Installation instructions are includad, Fits
1971 thru '80. Professional Installation suggested.

Black Staytast Actylic Top 242-795 $799.95 SALE $670.95
Brown Staylast Acrylic Top 242-785 §799.95 SALE $679.95
Black Vinyl Top 242-775 $549.95 SALE $475.00

b ¥

MGB TOP COVERS

Our top covers come with all necessary snaps and studs.
1971 1o ‘80 Top Cover Black 241-485 $159.95SALE $129.95

MGB WINDSHIELD HARDWARE
Top Rail Assembiy (roadsters from (c)187211 on)

453-275 $69.95 SALE $55.95
MGBGT Windshield Top Finishar 408-090 $54.95 SALE $45.95
MEGB Top & Tonneau Stowage Bags
Our stowage bags are made to factory specitications, fram the original
black vinyl-coated jute material,
Tonneau Bow Slowage Bag
Tonneau Cover Stowage Bag
Stow-away Top Frame Bag

242-625 $30.95 SALE $24.95
242-605 $29.30 SALE $25.95
242-815 $71.35 SALE $59.95

-
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AUSTIN-HEALEY
TOPS & TONNEAU COVERS

Our convertible top kits and tonneau covers are manufactured to the

L ad

original specifications and patterns, incorporating the original material in the r &
correct colors. All necessary fasteners are included with each kit. , ‘
CONVERTIBLE TOPS : Reg.  SALE - el dgste
100-4 Taps Bak - CEE AR RO e ek . G O e
Blue 641000  $27495 $239.95 Blue  643-010  $219.95 $185.95
100-6 BNG & 3000 BN7 (Fits all 2 seaters.) 100-6 BNG & 3000BN7  Black  021-536  $224.95 $189.95
Black 021-529  $279.95 $235.95 Blug 813030  $21055 $185.95
White  021-530 = $279.95 $235.95 4pp.5pNg & 3000BT7  Black  021-537  $249.95 $232.50
Black 021-527 ~ $269.85 $227.95 Blue 643050  $249.95 $232.50
SIOR | - AT0G0. . RS AR 5900BIT wAUBIE Black 021539  $25995 $219.95
PYiites ks L iSsTuduc el ma e Blue  643-070  $25995 $242.50
Blue 641-050  $289.95 $249.95
‘ 3000 BJ7 Top (Fits to (B)59371.) CONVERTIBLE TOP BOOTS
| Black  021-531  $279.95 $235.95 3000 BJ7 Top Boot Black  643-080  $194.95 $164.95 \
3000 BJ7 and BJ8 Top (Fits BJ7 from (B)59372 thru BJ8.) 100-6 BNG & 3000 BN7 Blue 643-130 $104.95 $164.95
Black 021-533  §26995 §227.95 pg Black 643090  $194.95 $164.00 ]
Blue 641-080  $269.95 $227.95
817 & B3 51 DATE RECVD 08/19/99 _ >
ack Top Cover Ba ;
Black Tonneau Stow Operator: LASHAUN $49.95 :“t
Black Tonneau Rail Sh;mn; # 166 $37.95
.S. Monltor R c

BIN: 22-02

WWWw.Imossmotors.com
PRICES VALID AUG. 16 THRU SEPT. 24

Moss Motors, Ltd. o
440 Rutherford Street L
P.0. Box 847 o

Goleta, California, 93116 :

Dated Material - Please Rush bets:
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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