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British
motoring
March, 1999

’hoenix British Car Day, Phoenix, AZ, (602)971-7807

Spring Fling V, Lake Helen, FL, (904)789-5749

April, 1999

9-11 GoF South, Ocala, FL, (813)787-1422
16-18 Texas Healey Roundup, (972)235-6361
23-25 British Car Days, Las Cruces, NM, (505)526-2318
25 All British Day, Dallas, TX, (972)918-8829
25 British Autojumble, Portland, OR, (503)287-2024
May, 1999
1 Britfest/Moss Motors at Horseshoe Park, NJ, (800)431-2496
12 British Car Meet, Monterey, CA, (408)643-1066
1-2 All British Meet, Las Vegas, NV, (702)363-3881
1-2 Moss British Extravaganza, Buttonwillow, CA, (800)235-6954
2 Get the Dust Off Rally, Ballimore, MD, (410)817-6862
16 Dixon All British Show, CA, (916)783-7375
22 British Car Show, Braselton, GA, (770)938-9340
23 British Car Meet, Richmond, VA, (804)527-1515
28-30 British Car Festival, Champaign-Urbana, IL, (309)663-5372
29-30 All British Car and Cycle Show, Columbia, MO, (573)817-1310
June, 1999
5 15th British Marques on the Green, Louisville, KY, (812)923-7349
6 Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ, (908)713-6251
11-12 Heartland MG Regional, St. Joseph, MO, (785)267-6033
13 British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA, (610)865-3419
14-18  NAMGAR GT-24, Lake Tahoe, NV, (530)672-2319
19-20 Chico All British Car Meet, Chico, CA, (530)342-1821
20-25 Austin-FHealey Conclave, St Louis, MO, (314)843-7913
27 British Car Day, Sussex, (414)321-5466

July, 1999

7-10
15-19

“MG 99" NAMGBR Convention, Vancouver, BC, (604)988-2497
GoF Central, St. Louis, MO, (314)344-9332

28-Aug 1 Vinlage Triumph Convention, Portland, ME, (603)471-0650

August, 1999

2-6
6-8
6-8
7
9-13
20-21
22
27-29

GoF West, Whistler, BC, Canada, (604)253-4145

All Triumph Drive-In, Wenatchee, WA, (206)325-8554

BMCNE British Car Annual Festival, Wachusett, MA, (401)539-2879
British Car Day, Dayton, OH, (937)293-2819

Austin-Healey West Coast Meet, San Diego, CA, (619)278-0414
UML Summer Party, Grand Rapids, M1, (616) 682-0800

Taste of Britain Car Show, Lancaster, PA, (717)292-0579

MG Drivers Gathering, Hancock, MA, (908)713-6251

September, 1999

18

25

30-Oct 3
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Fallfest, Moss Molors, NJ, (800)431-2496
MGs On The Rocks, Bel Air, MD, (410)817-6862
British Car Day, Montgomery, Al, (334)244-6671
‘Triumphest 99, San Ramon, CA, (510)656-3607
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England in 1999

Planning a trip to England in
the near future? Check out these
ideas for things to see and do 10

Oh, The Joys of This
Motoring Game, Ratty!

If you think owning a car here is

rough, here’s what the English do! 14

Britfest

The annual fling at Moss’ ECF 16
Buttonwillow

It was s0-0-0 much fun,

let’s do it again! 17

Spitfire Saga

Ride along as we roadtest a
“put-together” Spitfire in

100°+ weather 18

Photo Contest Winners
The best of the bunch!
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We received numerous letters regarding
Harry Newton's column in our last issue,
printed here are some for your enjoyment...

WHAT IS A SPORTS CAR?

What's all this fuss about what is and
what isn’t a sports car, and why should it
be the major stumbling block between two
major groups of automotive speed and
sport-minded individuals?

Such a minor thing as what constitutes
a sports car should not interfere with the
overall objective of cither group. Among
ten sports car enthusiasts you can get ten
different definitions of a sports car.

Let’s analyze this a little closer. What
goes into the make-up of a sports car? Is it
a car of foreign manufacture, made for
use, either on the highway or in sporting
events? Is it a car made from scratch to
comply with the generally accepted rules
for sports cars, or is it any car including a
hotrod, that is used in a sporting manner?

We have our own opinion of what a
sports car should be, just as everyone else has. We
took this stand when we published the article, A
Sports Car Defined in our February 1950 issue. A
good hotrod could easily come under the definition
of a sports car by including fenders, for surely the
criterion of a good sports car is not “what it does”
but “how it does it.”

—Walter A. Woron, Editor,
Motor Trend, September, 1950

I respect Harry Newton'’s position on minimally
equipped sports cars, | myself would give my eye
teeth to drive one, let alone possess one. But these
cars have gone out of my price range sufficiently to
be unaffordable!

Things have changed from 50 years ago, as
everyone knows. The cars Harry wrote about
couldn’t possibly be built today. Even the Caterham
Seven could not be built here in the States. With the
Government and the insurance companies having a
hand in what is, or is not to be on cars, and not
including the tastes of drivers today, it would be a
fruitless endeavor.

Technology has indeed been a double-edged
sword to the automobile and its driver. Today’s cars
are not considered complete without air bags, anti-
lock brakes, power steering and traction control.
From someone who has a range of vehicles NOT
equipped with this technology, I am much happier. |
am happier in the fact that I can FEEL what the car
is doing. The car feeds back information to let me
know if T am about to do something stupid and
hopefully avoid a problem.

A vehicle with the aforementioned modern
devices takes the control away from the driver
and gives it to the car and the people who
designed them. With no feel in the steering wheel
from over-servoed power steering, to a likewise
over-servoed dead brake pedal, traction control is
needed to keep the driver from taking the car
beyond its limits. I won't go into how 1 feel about
air bags!
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Meoss Motoring Photo Contest Honorable Mention Winner in
“This Sporting Life” cotegory, Chris Miller, Logan, Utah.

' e

Technology HAS given us better suspension
systems, engines and braking. Thesc are part of the
pieces that make up a (as 1 look at it) a sports car. Yes
Harry, the very stuff that makes newer vehicles run
rings around the older ones! But, a car cannot be
built in this country with the good stuff technology
has given us, without making it feel numb and
lifeless to the driver by being over-servoed. This is
where people’s tastes come in.

Personally I intend to keep on driving
Triumphs and MGs because when they talk [ listc

—Tim Klisavage

What IS a sports car? Wonderful question asked
by Mr. Newton in At Full Chat. | totally agree, bul
find it depressing that with all the technology today,
we have no car company willing to offer us a bare
bones sports cart If today’s econo-sedans can run
rings around our vintage iron, and [ agree that they
can, then we should have present day examples of
Bugeyes and MGs all over the place!

A new Ford Escort or Hyundai can be had for
around $8-10,000. Deduct the top, air mndilinning,
plush interior and sound system..add some
suspension tweaks, killer exhaust and we'd have a
fun car for $7000! Why not?

—Gary Nafziger, Wellman, lowa

“Whatis a sports car?” This question puzzles many
people. For me, a thirteen-year-old girl, a sports car is
just about anything you enjoy to ride in that has four
wheels and speed. Its a car that dares you to speed, and
a place where the wind blows through your hair, and
maybe even the hair of a lucky doggy companion!

Here's my sad story. My sports car turned into a
wheel-less and speed-less old clunker waiting to be
reincarnated. It all started when my dad bought mv
sister and 1 a 1970 Pea Green and Rust with Prit )
Gray polka dots, Triumph Spitfirel OK, the coro
wasn’t exactly my choice but it made me happy: The
car was given Lo us 50 we would stay out of Dad’s
'65 MGB and his 1971 Triumph Spitfire.

To my sadness, just about half the good parts on MY
car ended up on HIS Spitfire! Therefore I am left with a
wheel-less old hulk with an engine in a thousand pieces. |
thought my Dad stooped pretty low when he took the
door hinges off my car!

i Luckily, some of the remaining parts on my car will
wever fit his car, That leaves me with only one thing to say,
“HA, HA!"

Finally, when my dog, Buddy, and 1 sit in my “dream
car” we have to watch out for spiders!
—Sharlene L. Kauffiman, Moses Lake, Washington

Dear Harry,

Have enjoyed your articles for months and | am
pleased to be able to contribute something back. I own a
68 MGB GT named “Allison” or perhaps it’s the other
way round—maybe she owns me, At any rate, she lets me
drive her on nice days!

I also drive a “1989 BMW 635CSi Chat Noire”
which has such amenities as motorized seats, outside
mirror and door locks, all of which are heated in winter.
Not to mention a computer and a device which keeps
cans of beverage cold. Is it a sports car? Heck yes!
Allow me to explain.

Imagine what the drivers of the Stutz-Bearcat of the
early 1900s said about British sports cars of the "40s and
'50s. “Call that driving? Why they’ve got windshields
with wipers and fenders! They've even got starters and
electric lights instead of gaslamps. Not to mention pneu-
matlic tircs—Good grief they can’t even feel the road!”

So let’s get down to the essence of a sports car. Perhaps
we can all agree that the shape should be a long hood,
with a shorter trunk, and two passenger (the ‘occasional’

(v seat is acceptable) design,

I would agree they should be more nimble, corner
better, accelerate and brake better, all of which makes
them FUN to drive. But, you yourself really touched on
the essence when you said, “transporting..in an
exhilarating manner!” We have all felt that teeth clenching
smile of downshifting a curve, waving to another driver
passing by in a similar marque, and seeing other drivers
stare in envy! Freudian? Heck YES!

I submit that any car that can cause such exhilaration
in a driver is by definition—a SPORTS CAR!

—Ernest P. Ayo, Michigan

HAPPY CUSTOMERS ....

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Moss
Motors for great service! Recently I received a tonneau
cover from Moss that was sent to me by mistake, after 1
had canceled my original order. The Moss sales associate
who answered my phone call was not only very
courteous, but apologetic. He quickly gave me a Return
Authorization,

Today I received a credit memo from Moss, not only
for the full amount of my purchase (plus shipping) that
had been charged to my credit card, but also including the
shipping cost incurred by me when [ shipped the cover
back to Moss.

Lappreciate Moss Motors taking full responsibility for
“heir error and in the future I will look to Moss to satisfy

-&h_j automotive needs. You have demonstrated your
concern for customer satisfaction and in doing so you
have won my future business.

Thanks again!

Ron Boyajian, Wellington, Florida

PROFUSEA ﬁPDQLGGHES
ERRATA DEPARTMENT

Some errors slipped through the vigilante net in
the Winter 1ssue of Moss Motoring!

First, in our story on the excellent British car videos
from British Car Films we incorrectly stated the price of
the videos as $19.95 each plus shipping. The corrected
prices are $19.95 for each volume (tape) of MG Across
Anterica and $29.95 for all of the other tipes (Mini, Land
Rover, Morris Minor and Jaguar). The whole boxed set of
tapes retails for $79.95. We regret the error. The tapes are
available by calling (800)454-8341.

Secondly, some of our readers didn't have a clue!
We had lots of calls about our crossword in the Winter
edition of Moss Motoring where inadvertently we
fouled up and didn't give you the clue for “29
Down®. Instead we gave you a clue, “28 Down"—
which didn't exist! The missing clue should have
been “Fan " and the answer was ‘belt’. We
promise to be more careful in the future!

Thirdly, in reference to the NAMGAR GT
“Buddyfinder” mentioned on page 5 of the Winter
issue, we have now been advised by Jeff Zorn that the
web  address has changed. It is now
<http:/ /www.mgears.org.uk/namgar/finder.htm=.
The Buddyfinder is where you can Enk up with like-
minded people traveling to MGA mcell}:tgu. Jeff is
also the NAMGAR webmaster and can be reached by
e-mail at <namgar@mgears.org.uk>,

A couple of weeks ago, | made a ‘pilgrimage’ to your
new (to me) location, Since I am an old customer (75
years!) and have been doing business with Moss Motors
since the *50s, first with my TC, then MCA, 1 was very
interested in your set-up.

Can 1 say T was warmly welcomed and received a
thorough tour through the entire complex. I cannot recall
the gentleman’s name who was so helpful and
informative but thanks for a great tour!

—W. J. Banes, Houston, Texas

Please turn to page 35

Moss Moi‘oring{ Photo Contest Honorable Mention Winner
in “Best Overall Presentation of a British Sports Car”
category, Ray Pezzoli, Palos Verdes, California.
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Harry
Newton

Nostalgia...thirty-five years ago,
I served for a year as President of the
Westchester Sports Car Club in
suburban New York. After a year as
Activities Chairman and another
year as the club’s Veep, one virtually
could rely on being elected president.
Club activities included a monthly
dinner meeting, complete with a
guest speaker and a motorsport
related film. There also was a month-
ly road event, usually a TSD rally, but
sometimes a gymkhana, concours or
even a bus trip to the ice races in the
Poconos. Other variants included
some truly innovative ‘gimmick’

6 m MOSS MOTORING

rallies, the quirkiest of which were
conceived by Dick and Sal Langdon.
As [ recall, credit for both the Alpha-
Omega and Color-Code rallies is due
this couple who resided at Crolon-
on-Hudson. Alpha-Omega was
diabolical, as those who succeeded in
unraveling its secret quickly learned.
Upon reaching the specified odome-
ter mileage for the first instruction

and finding no such opportunity
for making the turn, the club’s
Latin students looked again at the
event name and realized that
Dick and Sal had snookered
them.., the rally was to
be run
backwards.
No, not in
reverse
gear, but
from the
final instruc-
tion to the
first one!
That
meant
that
navigators

had lots of work, as they had to work
oul distances by subtraction, and
had to convert left turns into right
turns, and vice-versa, Even more
challenging was the instruction,
“Turn left (or right) at T.” Think
about that for a minute..when
approached from one of the off-
shoots, a T intersection isn't a["'\‘
intersection! The less imaginaty )

ally
ostalgia?

rallyists resorted to the “panic
envelope” that provided the address
and phone number of the restaurant
where the rally was to end.

The Langdon’s Color-Code rally
was equally challenging, There were
no written instructions per se, just
bars of color that indexed with
cumulative odometer readings. Did
dark blue mean to turn right, turn
left or continue straight ahead? Or
could it mean that one was to bear
right onto blacktop, continue on
concrete or follow some other
instruction? Then, what did orap
bars mean? Ditto for brown, bia\)
red and green. [f, at a particular
odometer mileage, it was impossible
to do anything, it meant that the

wrong interpretation had been made at the last
instruction before this. As we progressed, it became ever
easier, as each color, once deciphered, was consistent
throughout the rally. If dark blue meant to turn right once,
it meant it every time it was used... and so on.
- An annual event was the Turkey Tour, a straight-
(b rward rally held every November (by the way, this is
eing written on November 18, such are the lead times
for your favorite magazine!). Instead of the usual silver-
plate or pewter trophies, winners got turkeys for their
Thanksgiving dinner. Betty and I co-drove in the 1954
Turkey Tour in our heaterless MG TF..in those days it
was just a minor inconvenience. Harry Fanelli and I put
on an annual economy run patterned after the famed
Mobil Economy Run. Just like the big one, it was based
on ten-miles-per-gallon and gas tanks were sealed from
start to finish. The cars started from the scales at the
Neptune Storage yard in New Rochelle, and it finished
there where each car's gas tank was topped off at the
same pump. Not wanting to deprive the members of a
chance to compete, we used a clever strategy instead of
manned check-points.

The instructions required payment of tolls at a half-
dozen bridge and parkway points along the route, and
contestants had to bring back time and date-stamped
receipts for each. There also was a maximum time for
completion of the run, thereby foiling the plans of
participants who might otherwise have been tempted to
coast in neutral whenever possible. While some theorists
opted for the lightest possible weight, others’ strategies
went the other way...with one contestant carrying a rusty
engine block in the trunk of his Hillman Minx! He did
very well indeed!

A few months ago, your editor at Moss Motoring

rwarded me a letter from an At Full Chat reader, one Len
Fanelli. Of course Len is a son of my old {riend, Harry.
And, as evidence that the acorn doesn't fall very far from
the tree, Len, as was his Dad, is in the greasy end of the car

business. Len has spent the past five years wrenching for
the White Plains Land Rover dealer, a pursuit of which
Harry would have heartily approved. He sent along a
photo of Dad’s old MG TD, looking pretty darn good with
new paint and upholstery. 1 was pleased to learn that
Harry raced a Curtis Offy in old-timer events until near
the end, which for him came in 1996. In his most recent
letter, Len mentioned that his dad had purchased the TD
in 1978 from Harold Dibblie, another WSCC member,
who had owned the BRG MG since 1954, My thanks to
Moss Motoring for providing a forum that enables me to
regain contact with people and the children of people who
played roles in the nearly half a century that has gone by
since I bought that first RHD MG TD from Perry Fina in
Manhattan. But, Len, you can’t be 50 years old...don’t you
realize how old that makes me? B
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As | spent so many yed]

playing with Spritgs
folks think [ ha
something against ti
“Big” Healey, but iR

started motorsport around the time of the Healey 100's
introduction, and as many of the enthusiasts of the day,
coveted one of these great-looking sports cars. Naturally,
1 couldn’t afford one, and probably couldn’t have even
paid for the insurance, bult the great thing about being an
enthusiast, is that one can always dream.

The 100S in particular, was the one I would really have
liked, but I followed one around on one of the National
British Rallies (I was in a TR2), and all | could see were the
sparks flying off the very low-slung exhaust system. As I was
very into rallying, this put any thoughts of getting one for
competition right out of the frame. A couple of years later, I
was fortunate enough to be picked for the Abingdon works
rally team, and had a couple of seasons of competing in
International rallies driving several of the wide range of cars
produced by BMC. | was continual-
ly fascinated by the attempts of
Marcus Chambers, the competi-
tions manager, and Doug Watls, Lhe
workshop foreman, to develop the
100-6 into a rally car. Nothing could
stop them from being low slung,
and it look several years of
perseverance  and  incredible
strengthening before the 3000 final-
ly became the feared and successful
competition car of the sixtics.

In 1958, the year of our debut
success with the trio of Sprites on
the famous French Alpine Rally,
Scotsmen Bill Shepherd and John
Williamson managed a penalty-
free run with the 100-6, to win one
of the rare and coveted Alpine
Cups. To show just how difficult it
was to win a “Coupe”, the set
times for each class over the very
rough and tough roads of the
French Alps were reduced each
year to the fastest time achieved by
any competitor in the previous

8 m MOSS MOTORING

reality, nothing could beg
further from the truth. 1'%

event. Talk about a moving target! Some of the classic stages
such as the “Quatre Chemins” (four corers), which is still
regularly used on Monte Carlo and other big rallies, were
considered quite impossible to drive within the set times.

¥et each year a few brave crews managed the task,
Jto find yét another few seconds trimmed off the
ing season. One year ONLY the Healey of the
ey twins Donald and Erle managed this feat, and was
nly car to gaina “Coupe”. Additionally, for us “little-
/' our times had to be within 10% of the fastest car on
gry stage as well as staying penalty-free for the three
s and nights of intensive driving. When you put a
prite up against the Porsche, Ferrari, Alfa Zagato and
#Mercedes teams, this was obviously not possible, so the
small cars just didn’t win many “Coupes”. If you man-
aged this rare feat three years in a row, you were awarded
a Gold Cup, and only two drivers ever achieved that—
Stirling Moss with the Sunbeam team and lan Appleyard
with his famous Jaguar XK120. To my mind, Stirling was
probably the finest all-round competition driver of all
time. He could win in Grand Prix cars, in long distance
Tts cars, in sprint races with GTs, or in the totally
( Herent world of International rallying, even placing sec-
ond overall in the icy challenge of the Monte Carlo Rally.
Back to the Alpine Rally where the Morley twins were
going to be the third crew to achieve this pinnacle of
motoring awards. Their Healey was again without
penalty on the final afternoon of the event on the run into
the Marscilles finish, when on the start line of the climb of
the Col D’Allos their differential gave way. Someone’s
incredibly stupid decision had fitted their Healey with an
unproven limited slip differential, breaking the golden
rule of competition preparation, and this untested unit,
not surprisingly, let them down,
I had three outings in these full specification Healeys,
two in British Rallies with an ex-works car loaned to me
by team driver David Seigle Morris, and the third in a

similar car on the Greek Acropolis Rally with Bobby-

Parkes. Bobby, who ran a company making “Don” brake
linings, owned his own ex-factory 3000. [ remember the
rally in Wales as being particularly hairy in that you could
visit controls either the direct way, or else via a longer
route for bonus points—a cunning way to get around the
Royal Automobile Club’s strict maximum average speed
rules. I do recall averaging just over 70 miles an hour
around one of the big Welsh lakes on fairly narrow
country lanes, which must have been quite exciting for the
poor co-driver. The works’ cars were a delight to drive,
with handling that encouraged lots of full throttle and
“posite lock in order to get around the corners, almost
L,ariu_»like in fact, but with about four times the power!

In Greece, Peter Riley in a BMC team car and Bobby
and I, battled throughout until the final stage of the rally,
when we still had a few seconds to make up. Using more

of the road than

I would normally
deem prudent, I was
unfortunate enough to collect a rock hidden in the grass
verge, which sheared off the disc brake, and that was that.
Peter came second overall and won the GT category,
which made our effort just another “might-have-been”, In
those days, team drivers were often “sold” their cars at
the end of the season at very advantageous prices and
many were brought to my dealership for public sale so
that the drivers could recoup what was considered as
their ‘bonus’.

When I think now of how cheaply these magnificent
Healeys could be bought, it just makes me cringe, but
back then not many people wanted to buy a car that had
spent a couple of seasons being rallied over those nasty,
rough roads. Nowadays those same cars are valued in the
six figure range, and represent some of the finest
examples of the brilliant minds of Donald and Geoff
Healey and the incredible development programs of
Abingdon’s devoted team mechanics. ll

m:"y-‘w—ﬂ: ™ i ot
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use to describe the British Isles, a
place full of history and pageantry,
tranquillity and lovely motor cars!
Many of these cars are housed
in museums, but many of them are
brought out for special runs such as
the London to Brighton. In case you
are going across the Atlantic here’s a
few suggestions on where to visit.
This is by no means a com-
plete listing but might
give you some ideas.
First, a wvisit to t“=
HERITAGE  MOT,
CENTER is a must for
any enthusiast interest-
ed in British automo-
tive history. A huge per-
manent display includes
35 MGs from *“Old
Number One.” to the first
production MGFE. All marques

T
Going to England
in 1999¢ Here are
some places to go
and things
to do...

I've lost count of
the number of times
the following phone
conversation has taken
place. “Hi Ken, the wife
and [ are off to England and
we'd like to know where to
go and what to see automobile-
wise.” “When are you going?” [
usually ask. “Thursday” is the
reply, this conversation taking place
the previous Monday!

]

So, to avoid conversations such
as this coming up to the Millennium,
if you are going to the UK in 1999 (or
even 2000 for that matter) here are a
few places and events you might
wish to build into your itinerary.
There’s so much to see and do in the
UK that it's impossible to take
everything in, unless you go and live
there for a couple of years. But at
least you can go and see the British
try to merge into the European scene
with former enemies of the last
thousand years! It's a beautiful place!
‘Quaint’ is the word most Americans

10 = MOSS MOTORING
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Warwickshire

wonderfully detailed
»air manuals for
‘your car, The muse-
um displays a wide
range of automobiles
made between 1900
and 1990, including
many exotic vehicles.
Lots of MGs from an
M-Type to an MGB.
Haynes is well down
in the west country at
Sparkford, near
Yeovil, in Somerset.
It’s also worth
bearing in mind that
the Royal Navy's
Fleet Air Arm
collection of aircraft is
close by. An $8 entrance fee is
charged and the collection is open
daily. Telephone 011-44-1963-440804,
Quite a few years ago, | was
offered a PR job by Tom Wheatcroft
who has amassed the world's largest
collection of single-seater Grand Prix
racing cars at his DONINGTON
GRAND PRIX COLLECTION. I often
"onder what would have happened
I taken that position at the
museum which is quite close to
Derby in the Midlands. (My initial
interview, by the way, was conducted
in the center of the race circuit in

incorporated into the Rover Group including Austin-
Healey, Triumph, Mini, Morris, Riley, Land Rover
and Range Rover are featured in period back-
grounds. Easily reached on the motorway some 90
miles north of London, the museum is open daily
and is situated on Banbury Road in Gaydon,
(pronounced Worrickshire!).
Telephone 011-44-1926-64118. Costs about ten
bucks to get in and well worth it!

Alittle known (in the USA) collection
is the HAYNES MOTOR MUSEUM. This is
an offshoot of the famous Haynes
Publishing Company that produces those

Tom’s Rolls Royce, but that's another
story!) Here at Donington Park on
some weekends you can witness
English clubman sports car racing at
its best on the adjacent track. Also,
during the week, one or other of the
Formula One teams can usually be
found testing their latest models. This
venue is a straight shot north up the
M1 motorway from London which
lies some 120 miles south. Cost is
around $11 to enter, and the phone
number is (11-44-1332-811027.

No visit to England for the auto
enthusiast would be complete

S

without a visit to the NATIONAL
MOTOR MUSEUM located at historic
Beaulieu (near Southampton) on
England’s south coast. Apart from the
museum itself, the estate of Lord
Montague of Beaulieu also possesses
an abbey, palace house, beautiful
gardens and much more. The huge
collection of cars, buses, trucks, record
breakers, and hundreds of moloring
artifacts, will take you a whole day to
get round! The reference library alone
is worth another day in itself. Nearby
is Bucklers Hard, where the wooden
warships were built for Drake,
Nelson, and other noted British
seafarers. Costing around
$12 and easily reached by
the M27 motorway, a tele-
phone call to 011-44-1590-
612345 will bring more
information. Incidentally,
the world-famous Beaulieu
Autojumble will take place
on September 11 and 12,
1999!

Please turn the page




BROOKLANDS is a name that conjures up images of
pre-war racing ‘round the famous banking. some of which
can still be seen. A museum here commemorates most of
these feats, and there's usually an event every weekend
for both cars and flying displays. Hampton Court and
Wisley Gardens are close by. The restored Clubhouse is
unique and contains a land speed record exhibition.
Located in Weybridge, Surrey, just outside London,
Brooklands can be reached by taking the M25 motorway,
exiting at Junction 10. $9 will bring you all the nostalgia
you could want! Telephone 011-441932-857381,

Back up to the Midlands now and on to the
MIDLAND MOTOR MUSEUM at Bridgenorth in
Shropshire. Nearly 100 sports cars dating from 1925 to
date are featured, and for railway enthusiasts, the Severn
Valley Steam Railway is preserved close by. I started my
RAF career at Bridgenorth, but there wasn’t a museum
there then, only spit and polish! Call 011-44-1746-762-992.
It only costs about 6 bucks to get in!

If you headed some 40 miles east from Bridgenorth to
Coventry you would fall over the MUSEUM OF BRITISH
ROAD TRANSPORT in Hales Lane of that famous eity.
Hard by Coventry Cathedral this collection houses nearly
200 cars, about 75 motorcyeles, and
2000 Dbicycles (our forefathers’
transport!). Highlights are Coventry’s
contribution to British motoring
history with Alvis, Daimler, Hillman,
Singer, and of course, Jaguar all being
featured! There are road cars, racing
cars, and a superb display of buses.
All this plus special attractions such as
the Coventry Blitz Experience and
Thrust 2 Sight and Sound Spectacle.
At last word this museum had free
entrance for a trial period but check
before going if you're short of cash!
Telephone 011-44-1203-832425.

Heading up into the Lake
District? Then do wvisit the LAKELAND MOTOR
MUSEUM, at Grange-over-Sands in Cumbria. Nearly 200
vehicles include several MGs and children’s pedal cars,
plus special features on Sir Malcolm Campbell and others.
Again, just off the M6 Motorway 200 miles north of
London, entrance prices vary, but are not expensive, Call
them on 011-44-15395-58509.

Finally, back in London (and especially if you are
taking the kids!) be sure to visit the KIAT]ONAL
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY in South

12 m MOSS MOTORING

Kensington. Seven floors and forty galleries filled
with inventions and technology that made Britain
Great! Most of the vehicles owned by the museum are
down at a satellite location in Wroughton, near
Swindon, but are scheduled to return in the year 2000.
Entrance fee is around ten dollars and the teleph
number is 011-44-171-938-9770.

You might also consider visiting one of the seven
Moss International locations situated around the UK
while you are there.

In this feature I've tried to give you some of the
major venues with a motoring slant, but there are
literally hundreds of smaller museums in the United

Kingdom which cater to car enthusiasts. To list them
would take a whole issue of Moss Motoring! However, «
you require further information many of the museums are
on the Internet. If we can help you further then please write
to English Travel, Moss Motors, 440 Rutherford Street,
Goleta, CA.93117 and when we say write we mean just
that—no phone calls on this subject please!

Finally, if you like train travel, it might be well worth
buying a BritRail Flexipass good for 4, 8 or 15 days unlimited
travel throughout the UK. Costs vary, so search for
i raileyrope.com on the net. Another a useful Internet site is
the British Tourist Authority atwww.visithritain.com. A usef-!
address to write for information is: The English Tourist Bo
Thames Tower, Blacks Road, Hammersmith, London ,\Wé 9EL

In our next issue we'll try to bring you more of what
to see and where to go in England and Scotland, includ-
ing an update on what to see in Abingdon in 1999! @

John Paul
iddlesworth

There’s one question overheard
50 often at a British car show that you
have to work hard to suppress your
natural strangling reflex. After a few
idle questions about the paint job
and how fast the car goes, the casual
observer gets to what he's dying to
ask: “What's a car like this worth?”
We obviously dont have the
luxury of opening up a N.A.D.A.
guide and finding a widely agreed-
upon price for one of our cars. It

would be too complicated. Where
your normal list of addenda might
say “deduct 5% for wmanual
transmission” ours might say
“deduct 20% if pavement is visible
beneath driver’s feet,” “deduct 18%
if passenger-side door is missing,”
and the list would go on and on,

The price guides you find at
newsstands for collector cars use a
pseudo-scientific method of scouring
through publications like Hemmings
Motor News and averaging the prices
people are asking for their cars. This
means that the price guides are
always going to be on the high side,
There is, for example, in an issue of
Hemmings a TR6 priced “in the high
$20,000s and worth every penny.”
Now, if one of the price guide people
try to factor this in it means they up
the price of all TR6s just because of
one guy’s exaggerated opinion of his
car. Not a problem | suppose, unless
you're the one trying to sell your
own TR6 for what you believe lobe a
very reasonable $16,999 and not
getting a single phone call.

It's sobering to realize that our
cherished old clunkers have no
objective value. Like the proverbial
tree falling in the woods, an old car is
worth nothing until you find
someone willing to pay a certain
price. All we have are the “two
chump” extremes: a price so low

you'd be a chump to sell, and a price
so high the other guy would be a
chump to buy. If the chump extremes
were separated by only a couple
hundred dollars, buying, and selling
British cars would be simple, but
they're unfortunately separated by a
couple of thousand dollars in the
case of Triumphs, and even more in
the case of really exotic machinery.

This means that you buy a
collector car and only afterwards do
you do the hard work of figuring out
what price you should have paid. In
the midst of buying you're filled with
imagination and desire; your chump-
awareness is turned way down low.
It's only after your new purchase has
spent two weeks in the shop that you
rush out to compare figures in every
price guide you can get our hands
on. And you generally conclude that
you paid too much.

But then, how do we determine
value anyway? What value would
you put on the feeling of skidding
around pylons at an autocross? Of
coasting down a highway into an
autumn sunsel? Of getting a thumbs-
up from somebody next to you in
traffic? Of getting to know your
fellow enthusiasts? These aren’t
ordinary experiences, and enough of
them can convince you that a TR6 is
worth $16,999, So relax... ®

174 # &Rﬁzcx.) (chg OF K.
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To take any vehicle onto the pub-

lic roads of Britain, one first has to
have what is commonly called a Tax
Disc’. This is the four inch diameter
colored disc that can be seen in the
windscreen of British cars, cach
disc carrying the car's registra-
tion (license plate) number, and
also the month of expiry, for
this disc has to be renewed
every year! This paper medal-
lion is not called a tax disc for
nothing, as it currently costs
£150 ($250) a year, a direct con-
tribution to the tax revenues of

31844684

B
w‘,ﬁmﬂtﬁ ey ve,

" REFUND OF DUTY &
This licence may be surrendered

at any time for a refund of duty for
“ each complete month left to run. A month
will only count for refund if the icence

is handed in or pul in the post on
or before the last day of the
preceding month.

atty!™*
Bill Piggott

(* Toad of Toad Hall, from
The Wind in the Willows
by Kenneth Graham)

As you may have noticed, this
issue of Moss Motoring has a distinctly
English favor. Your Editor therefore
asked me to pen some words on the
practicalities of classic car motoring in
Britain, so that these might be com-
pared with how things are done in the
USA. Although the cars themselves
may be the same, save for the position
of the steering wheel, the rules and
customs that govern their use differ
considerably between Britain and the
various states of the USA.,

14 m MOSS MOTORING

the country. Once upon a time, it was
known asthe “Road Fund License”
for the revenues raised by its pur-
chase were indeed spent on maintain-
ing the roads. Fair mmu;,h, but for
many years past, rapacious gover™y
ments have grabbed the taxes rais.
for other projects, to the extent that |
believe only 20% of revenue now
poes directly into road spending!

All is not gloom for owners of
some classic cars however, for some
three years ago, after much lobbying,
cars over 25 years old were made
exempt from having to pay this tax,
presumably on the grounds that they
represented less than 1% of the
vehicles in use, and covered relative-
ly few miles anyway. Such classics
still have to carry the tax disc, but it
is issued with no duty being payable,

At first, this 25 year age
exemption was a ‘rolling’ date, and
cars qualified for it as and when they
entered their 26th year. However, last
year following our change of
government, the bunch of school-
boys who claim to rule us made it a
fixed date of January 1973, so that all
cars manufactured prior to then still
qualified for free road tax, but those
made after do not! As things stand at
present, they never will! It does not
take an Einstein to see the inher
anomalies in this. If your TR6 .
MGB was made on December 31,

WARNING

1972 it travels for free, if made a day
later on January 1, 1973, “That will be
£250 a year please!” Not surprisingly
the (illegal) trade in pre-1973 titles has
perked up considerably, so I'm told...
7™ However, you can't just go buy a
-ax disc for your car, you first have to
prove it is Lurnntlv insured. ‘Classic
car insurance has boomed in Britain in
recent years, and with much greater
competition premiums have fallen
considerably, sometimes to almost
ludicrously low levels, so much so
that one wonders what funds would
be in the pot after administration
costs, to actually pay claims! For
instance, [ insured my 1932 Riley Nine
saloon last year, on an all-risks
comprehensive basis, with an agreed
value of £5000 ($8000), for a premium
of just £60 ($100)! Admittedly, my
mileage was limited to 3000 in the
year, but with weekend use and in
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such a relatively slow car, that limit
was never going to be a problem! On
most classic policies, one can choose a
mileage limitation, and obviously the
lower the agreed annual mileage, the
lower the premium. One might won-
der how the insurance companies
‘police’ the mileages? Well, they gen-
erally take it on trust, simply asking
for the owner's honest declaration.
However, some smarter insurers ask
to see the vehicle’s MOT certificate
which records the mileage at the day
it was issued, and this brings me neat-
ly to the next item without which one
cannot obtain the essential tax disc,
As well as proving insurance, one
also has to prove that the vehicle is
“fit for the road”. T know that in the
USA some stales have quite severe
annual roadworthiness tests, but
other states, I understand, have
virtually no checks, other than
perhaps on emission levels and pollu-
tion, and these don’t always apply to
classic cars. In Britain we don’t have it
so easy! If you have ever perused the
British classic car adverts, you may
have seen the phrase ‘long MOT'. The
annual roadworthiness certificate is
still known, even officially, as the
MOT Test Certificate. “MOT”
standing for the old Ministry of
Transport, long since defunct. (I can’t
recall what they call that government
department this week, by the way!)
This annual certificate has to be
produced, along with evidence of
insurance, when applying for a lax

Please turn to page 36
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Britfest '99
May 1, 1999

(Rain or Shine!)

Moss Motors Ltd. and The MG Car Club Central New
Jersey are pleased to announce a brand new location, and
date, for this popular event. In 1999 we are moving to
Horseshoe Lake in Succasunna, New Jersey where a
bigger-than-ever grass show field is available to us.
Horseshoe Lake is just six miles west of Moss Motors off
Route 10 at Eyland Avenue in Roxbury Township.

The show will include:

Popular Vote Car Show

Swap Meet (Used parts only)
Craft Fair

Picnic Basket Contest

Door Prizes

Delicious Food and Beverages
Bigger Vendor Area

Plenty of Park Benches and Shade
Free Parking for Spectators

As chief sponsor, Moss Motors will be pleased to take
orders for delivery at the show. A 15% discount (on most
items) applies on the day of the show—but you can mail
or fax your order in advance on the special Moss Britfest
flyer, to pick up your order the day of the show! Order

rocessing only at Moss Motors, Mail or fax Joe Capela at
(973)361-9385 (24-hour fax) or phone (973)361-9358
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. EST.

Registration is through the MG Car Club Central New

Jersey only:
$8  Pre-Registration for Car Show prior to 4/1/99

$12  On the Day Car Show Registration

$35  Used Parts Vendor Fee (per space)

$15  Craft Fair Vendor Fee (per space)

$15  Cars for Sale Corral

$2  General Spectator Admission (children free!)

For further information and registration call:
Charles Tregidgo (201)796-8648
Eliot Ganek (973)762-8116
Steve Waponer (973)361-8314 @

<
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Once again we are delighted to inform you that gur
annual Moss Motors British Extravaganza will take phcé\
at Buttonwillow Raceway-Park on April 30—May 2/1999,

With the tremefidous’ support of the Chrysler) ',
Corporation, Budweiser, and dthier local businésses, Moss ', \

Motors will present for the faurth time theleading British.
autémotive eyvent on the West Coast” The ‘news. is
that the cost of the three-dayevént remains the same a§ in
previous years! %
Buttoniwillow Raceway/is situated just.one mile west

of Interstate § an easystwo hour: drie north of Los. // gy\ Yolossiohall dyivarsl
u I-s

Angeles, ar three Hours if heading south fromithe Bay
AreagThetrack has developediinto one of the premiehrace
circufl§ in the country, regularly’used by ‘the
teams'for performance and roaditestingalt is anticipated
that the Extravaganza will be covered by Speedvision ahd

Fox Sporfsoest TVigameras _ 0%
Where else chnyotiget (if you armive in.a Hriiishmﬂ,{_ﬁf&
paltry $25: N Y \ )
-~ gt “‘. I'I-
m A full program of VARA racing— ¢/ /
Two days, Saturday and Sunday! |
M A British car show for all types with
trophies and prizes! i/

{__¥ The chance to drive this fascinafing track

in your own car! Y |
m The Moss-sponsored MG/ Triyiph
Challenge. /&

ding race/

3

B TheSprite/iMini Challenge—
onge again supported by Mess Motors.
B Access to th;P ts—Get'close fo the action!

o /A delicious tristip barbecue accompanied

.\ /by evening entertainment under

\/ / the desert stars! .

'® The mportlmity to seeithiglatest Chrysler

' models up dlose and savor trips around
the track i their fantastic pace cars piloted

hirts to.commemorate the weekend!
® Complimentary dash plaquésite.
all prﬁ:i/fogis::ants.. - 33
m/Free RV parking andifree camping
at-theJt:'acksitlll;l‘s% 8 : ’
. Vendors selling race related products!

«'m Otherspecial attragtions and personalities!

. There are several inexpensive hotels in the area
should campingunot appeal to you. Call Moss Motors at
(800)566-3166 for further information, or you can call the

“Vintage Auto/Racing Association at (800)280-VARA.

Organizer Dan Longacre Wwill_provide you with
pre-registration defails by wriling to Eim at 30131 Town
Center Drive, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 or by calling in
the evening only PST (949)240-9275. Entry forms are also
available from Moss Motors, '

Buttonwillow promises fo'be bigger and better than
ever this year—Don't miss it! I\\
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John Naquin

This story starts with the
purchase of a 1974 Spitfire body two
years ago. The owner of the car body
tried to install a 20R Toyota engine
and five-speed tranny. This didn't
work at all so I sold the Toyota gear
and purchased a 1972 Spitfire parts
car for $250. This car had an engine
that ran and a destroyed tranny. In
the trunk of this car was a complete
tranny that dated between 1975 and
1980. After gathering information, |
found that this could work, but |
would need to replace the original
flywheel with a newer one that
would accept the larger clutch to
mate with the newer transmission.
This was not as hard as I thought. ]
was able to purchase a used flywheel
that worked like a champ. After
putting in all new clutch hardware
and rebuilding the engine, the two
were buttoned together. The only
parts not replaced during the engine
rebuild were the alternator and the
water pump. With a fair amount of
time spent getting the Lucas
electrical system back in shape, the
car was ready to roll.

Since that point in time, the car
has been used for one and a half
summer seasons. Within this time-
line the car had been driven for a few
thousand miles, but never for more
than 25 miles on a consecutive run,
Therefore, | decided that it needed to
be put to the test. This test would end
up being a 3000 mile adventure.

1 have lived in Casper, Wyoming
for 15 years, but am originally from
18 m MOSS MOTORING

Franklin, Louisiana. 1 decided that
since | haven’t seen my family in a
couple of years, I could kill two birds
with one stone—visit family and
tough-test the put-together Spitfire.
My 16-year-old daughter and I made
plans to leave on this adventure in the
middle of July and return at the end.
After reading many horror
stories of how British sports cars
scem to bru.‘ll\ down at tho m

\J_

The day of reckoning had finally
arrived! The only concern was the
mid-section of the country was hav-
ing a record heat wave. The Dallas
area was the hottest, and this was one
of my stops, Just to be safe, we loaded
a little extra coolant and oil onboard
along with lots of sunscreen and ice.

The throaty sound of the
Triumph fired up at 6:30 aun.
Everything was going great until we

hit the Nebraska State Line. It seemed

to be the start

that's what thé :Iu;,c on
the car wagl 0 this point
on, ours

mph, d

gauge. Aﬂi@

rds,

nk that dis-
ure, we
e was.
wag 103°!
‘Completd

Kansas. As we pulled into the motel,
I noticed that the Spitfire would not
idle very well, in fact not at all.
Looking at the temperature gauge, |
decided that the engine was warmer
than it has ever run for such an
extended period. I told myself tha'
would probably run fine in the moiws
ing after a ;,,ond cool down period.
Well, murmnb arrived and at a
welcome cooler temperature it was
now time to check all of the fluids.

/

)
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r-caanmpeatoflheidle&amycsler-

The engine needed a little oil because
it's British (leaks), and the coolant
level was fine. | was pleased with
‘what Isaw until I started the engine, It

afternoon. Well, when you are 700

es from anywherecal] home and
you have a problem like this, your
mind can go in all sorts of directions.
After 1 reiroupcd my thoughts, I
checked the adjustment of the
carburetor. At that moment, | remem-
bered a saying a friend told me about
British cars, “If you think you have a
fuel problem, nine times out of ten,
it's electric.” So, I checked the spark
plugs and they looked good. I now
&wught dlslnbutnr, but before 1 left
er, 1 ints, condenser,
!%slﬂlmg cap. I popped
d checked the point gap.
nj:-exmlentw[ 2T

€ | had
for the
go. Thé
hat the
<on the
e used
llation

)

roblems
Enormous

‘bearing the
heat the sky
Mithout too much
saw many vehicles on
e road with their hoods
en fluid gurgling from
wirengine compartments.
“After two days of driving, you
would think that you would need to
clean the windscreen a few times.
The heat was so intense that the bugs
refused to take to the air. 1 surely
couldn’t blame them for that
decision. The temperature that day
was not meant for man, beast, or
machine for that matter. | was very
impressed that the engine purred like
a kitten on this extremely warm day.
Dallas had only reached about 106°.
The third morning we did the
spection ritual again. Everything

“w00ked pleasantly well. We were

excited that we would complete the
first half of our journey today.
However, the excitement subsided
during the heat encountered on 1-20

from Dallas to Shreveport. I didn't
believe anything could be this hot.
Just placing your arm out over the
door while running down the
highway would burn it. We finally
saw the Louisiana State Line and felt
a sigh of relief. As we approached the
welcome sign, [ had to pull over and
get pictures to prove that a little put-
together Spitfire made it from
Wyoming to Louisiana. This made
the whole trip worthwhile. We
continued our trek southward to the
Gulf Coast. As we reached Opelousas
we encountered a rain shower. This
truly was a gift from above. It was
incredible and welcome tg how

have the Wa

pint of myi

havi had nOipn

punip for ) €ar on l]u:

side bf fheTOad ina6ivhere Oklahoma.
(0t was timetS get out the Moss catalog

NEVER LEAVE HOME WITHOUT

“IT1). I then called Cody at Moss Motors

and told him a water pump second-
day air would be perfect for me. The
UPS truck drove up two days later and
within a half-hour we had wheels,

Alter spending time with family, it
was time to complete the last part of
the journey, time for the Triumph to
head back north. The temperatures
were nice in South Louisiana, but by
the time we hit Shreveport, it was heat
city. The Spitfire made the trip to
Dallas without a hiccup. The second
day to Hays, Kansas was as uneventful
as the day before. All that was left was
one last full day of driving. By the time
we reached Ogallala, Nebraska, it was
finally cool enough to take the top
down. This was the first time it was
cool enough and dry enough on the
entire trip to do this. This lasted until
Torrington, Wyoming where the rain
started again. Even the rain was better
than wilting in the intense heat. We
soon were able to see the end of the
journey ahead of us. Casper was about
five miles away when the alternator
light decided to pay us a visit. I
thought again that my daughter or |
must be living right to have the only
real problems happen at the end of
each leg of our journey. The alternator
had decided to start over-charging
because the nut holding the rectifier to
the chassis of the alternator was gone.
This caused the regulator to have a
failure. This problem is in the process
of being rectified.

After looking back on the trip
and the performance of the car, 1
feel that not all British sports cars
are unreliable. Even if they were, I'd
still make the trip again for the
sheer adventure! B

7 Lousiana
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8 1st Place
| Walt Peterson, Pittsburgh, PA

. 2nd Place W
. Ed Spotloe, Proctorville, OH

Honorable Mention
~ Enid Star Franz and David Powers,
- Pownal, VT

Robert and Gloria Cook, |
- Strongsville, OH ]
~ Bill Olson, Bainbridge Island, WA

Once again we had a great time perus-
ing the multitude of wonderful entries you
submitted for our 1998 Photo Contest. It
really does get more difficult each year, to
select winners in the various categories,
however, it has to be done. Here are the
results—Congratulations to you all—
Winners and near misses!

L | _..q__" ..:\

gyt

e
 Kids and Canines

 1st Place ,
 Keli Kristine Gwyn, Placerville, CA “
J 2ndPlace % A
? ©  Donald L. Cantrell, Hermitage, TN

" Honorable Mention

Louis Nevins, Chico, CA

T N -.,... .4 AT € - " >
20 = MOSS MOTORING \ | ; O ) SPRING 1999 m 21



n____.__:.__ﬁi__._. / | P, —— | s [Mis Snorting Life

3 b ! - 1st Place
Bob Swain, Manteca, CA o 3 ; = 0 : Daniel G. Stewart, Renton, WA

- ._m.,za“.m_wnm, ;
Sharon Foster, Salt Lake City, UT

Honorable Mention

Walt Peterson, Pittsburgh, PA
John H. Herrera, Myersville, MD
Mike and Debbie Gassman,
Waynesboro, VA

S-..E-.a-:n

1st Place :
Dan Foster, Salt Lake City, UT

2nd Place !
Kurt Wienhorst, Valparaiso, IN

Honorable Mention.
Kevin St. James, Colorado mmiswe co
Dan Stewart, Renton, WA
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Open
7 Days!
Coast-to-Coast
Locations &

Fastest Shipping
In The Biz!
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Chrome Lucas Backplate

Dress up your reproduction wing mirrors

with one of these exact reproduction

chrome-plated and stamped backplates,

complete with all appropriate period

lettering. Mirror sold separately.
165-307 $9.95

MG T-series, The Complete Story
by Graham Robson

From the 1936 TA through the TF of the
1950s, the T-series carried the already
established MG reputation forward to
another stage, turning MG into a best
seller worldwide. Here is the full story of
this illustrious line of cars which sparked
the sports car boom of the 1950s and
'60s, well illustrated with color and black
and white photos and drawings, and all
pertinent facts and figures. Hardbound,
T3¢ x 107, 192 pages.

212-135 $35.95

MG TC-TD-TF "012" Ignitian Coil

The absolute "spittin' image* of the original long obsolete Lucas
Q12 coils, these are authentic, right down to the date code
stamped in the bottom (sorry - no cholce of dates available!). It
you are tired of installing a prabably dead original coil for show,
and a modern coil for driving, here is one coil that will admirably
fullill both functions- absolutely authentic appearance, and

modern funclionality.

143-210 $44.95

Triumph TR6
by William Kimberly )]
Here's the full story of Triumph's muscular .
and stylish TR6, regarded by many as the
last true Triumph, With over 94,600 built, it
was one of
Triumph's mest
successful
models. In this
boak, no stone
is unturned in
detailing the
conception,
evolution,
praduction,
competition
history,
restoration
advice, and tips on buying and living with
these cars. Softbound, 8%* x 9, 160
pages, 200 b/w illustrations, 29 color.
213-686 $24.95

TRIUMPH

SPORTS CARS b

Triumph Sporls Cars
by William Krause
The cars of Triumph's TR series,

along with their Spitfires and GT6s

are quintessential British sports

cars. “Triumph Sports Cars®

recounts their colorful history of
development, successes,

disappointments, and ultimate

decline under British Leyland.

Softbound, 84" x 9°, 96 pages,

10 b/w illus., 80 color photos.

213-7110 $12.95 i

Sprite-Midget

Tar Top Battery

This Is THE correct battery for

early Sprites and Midgets. Not

only do they fit right, the termi-

nals are in the correct posilions,

hut thay have the true original

style “tar top” construction. For

1958-'67 positive ground cars.
459-480  $149.95

¢ -

MGB Wire Wheel Conversion Kits

Disc wheel cars with tube type axles can now be easily converted to
beautiful wire wheels with one of these kits. What makes these kils
different from others are the uniquely designed rear hubs which
replace your original disc wheel hubs, using your original disc wheel
axle shaits. Kits include Ihe special rear hubs, front hubs (with
studs, nuts, and bolts), front wheel bearings, front axle seals, octag-
onal safety knock-ofts, knock-off wrench, front grease caps, and five
beautifully plated chrome or high quality painted wire wheels.

TR2-3A Brass Door Hinges

New hinges may be just what you
need to let your doors open and
close smoothly, just like they did for
your car's first awner. Fit TR2-3A to

Chromed Wheel Kit 111-418  $2095.00
; i TS60000.
Painted Wheel Kit 111-428  $1609.00 LH top 804-635
L/H bottom  804-645
R/H top 804-630
R/H bottom  804-640
$29.95 EACH
MGA Exhaust Pipe
Heatshield

Excellent after-market
item provides critical
heal insulation under
the driver's floorboard.
Install this effective
device before you burn
your feet! Fits all
MGAs.

451-728

MGA Felt Hood to Radlator Seal
Fitted to all pushrod engined MGAs, but now
missing from most, this heavy felt seal glues onto
the hood, just 2bove the radiator header tank. This
not only helps minimize hood vibration, bul keeps
cooling air from escaping over the top of the
radiator. Depending on the condition of your ection do no!
engine and cocling system, this can lower your
weater temperature by 5 to 10 degrees.
472-560 $8

t L

$29.95

Lead Knockolf Hammer
Tired of mashing the ears of
your new knockolfs? This
four pound soft lead
hammer wili remove even
the most stubbarn knockoff,
and not even scratch
the chrome.

386-180 §22.95

TR4-4A Door Striker Plales

It your doors don't open and close the way
they should, or rattle up and down when
closed, your car's worn out 32 to 37 year
old striker plates could be the cause. These
top quality reproduc-
tions will solve such

Cloisonne and Leather Key Fobs
Keep your keys in order with style. One of these

problems. high quality sewn black leather fobs with cloisonne
RH 803-120 enamel badges is sure to suit you needs.
LM 803-130 MG Black & Chrome 228-800
$21.95 EACH MG Red & Chrome 229-890
TR "Bookbadge" 229-880
Union Jack 229-885
$8.45 EACH
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Brake Pipe Sels - Now Even More Essential Than Everl

Steel brake pipes don't last forever; corrosive deterioration takes its toll,
creating a definite safety hazard. An alternative is now available from
Moss: English-mada brake pipe sets of copper-nickel tubing which offers
better long-term strength than steel, and has vastly superior corrosion
resistance. The alloy used is equivalent to C70600 (90% copper, 10%
nickel), as used by Volvo, Rolls Royce, Lotus, Aston Martin, Porsche, and
Audi, so you know it's good. Pipes are supplied coiled, but are much easi-
er to bend smoathly and correctly than steel. All pipas come with correct
end fittings and flares, and are Individually coded to the instruction sheet
50 there is no doubt as to where they fit on your car. Note: Only the high
pressure pipes are supplied; low pressure pipes from remote reservoirs to
master cylinders as used on some Triumphs and Austin-Healeys are not
included.

Austin-Healey 100-4 585-408  $74.95
Austin-Healey 100-6 585-418 $74.95
Austin-Healey 3000

(BN7, BT7, BJ7 non-servo systems) ~ 585-428  §74.95
Austin-Healey 3000

(BN7, BT7, 6J7, BJB servo systems)  585-438  $73.95
TR2-3 (Lockheed) 588-608  §74.95
TR3-38 (Girling) 588-618 $74.95
TR4 588-658  $74.95
TR4A IRS 588-688 $74.95
TR4A solid axle 588-698 $74.95
TR250-6 UNF threads

(thru TR6 CC81078) 588-188 $94.05
TR6 metric threads (from CC81079)  588-198  $84.95
MG TD-TF 183-168  $74.95
MGA 1500 thru (c)27988 183-008 $74.95
MGA 1500 from (c)27989 183-048  §74.95
MGA 1600 & MKl 183-088  $74.95
MGA Twin Cam & MkIl DeLuxe 183178 $94.95
MGB 1962-'67 182-998  §73.95
MGB 1968-'74 183-118  $74.95
MGB 1974% - 77 183-128  $74.95
MGB 1978-'80 103-188  $73.95
Bugeya Sprite 184-008  $68.25
Sprite Mk, Midget Mkl 184-018  $70.50
Sprite/Midget 1963-'67 104-028  $58.95
Sprite/Midgel 1968-'74 184-038  $71.95
Midget 1500 184-048  $69.95

tion do
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Ignitor Electronic Ignition

« Now available in both positive and negative ground versions..

+ The solution to your Lucas distributor woes.

= Completely sell contained. No external control boxes 10
mount or clutter your engine compariment.

» Greatly simplified Installation. Only two wires to hook up.

= No permanent modifications involved.

« No points to set or change. Engine timing remains “spot
on” far longer.

= Hall effect sensor is impesvious to dirt, dust, moisture, or
vibration and retains slock advance curve.

+ Unaffected by di shaft wear, ins firing
accuracy to within '4°, reduces spark scattar over the full
pm range.

« Full one year warranty.
For NEGATIVE GROUND Systems:

MGA, MGB (points-type), Sprite/Midget {except 1500), .

and Triumph TR3-4A 202-4 /‘q I
Austin-Healey 3000 and MGC with o

25D6 distributor 222-415
Triumph TA250-TRG with 2206 distributor 222-395
MGB 1975-'79 with Lucas 45DE4 distributor

and integral amplifier 222-425

MGB 1962-'71 Replacement Distributors.
Fits Lucas #41427E type 4504 distributor,

Moss part #143-110 222-435

Triumph TR7 and MGB ‘76 on with DM4 distributor
with remote amp. 222-475
$89.95/EACH

For POSITIVE GROUND Systems:
MGA, MGB (points-type), Sprite/Midget (except 1500),

and Triumph TR3-4A 222-555
Austin-Healey 3000 and MGC with
2508 distributor 222-560
$108.50/EACH
Austin-Healey BJ8 Primary
Choke Cable Assembly

Exactly as original, these reproduction
primary choke cable assemblies make a
super replacement for the unavailable
BJ7 choke cable as well.

734-190  $26.90

15 -

Castrol R Racing OIl
Do you remember the wonderful aroma of a vintage sports car racetrack?
Restore all three dimensions to your motoring experience...sight, sound,
and smell with genuine Castrel *R* castor bean based oil. We would like to
share the good news, the bad news, and the really great news....
The good news is that Castrol *R* was universally acclaimed by drivers of
high performance sports and racing cars for over 50 years for its superior
film strength and heat-resistant properties compared to conventional
petroleum based oils. These benefits are still valid, as Castrol ‘R" remains
the choice of many top european vintage race and rally enthusiasts.
Vintage engines with poured babbit bearings are particularly well suited to
run on Castrol ‘R’ but mora modern engines benefit as well, particularly
those which are driven very hard and fast.
The bad news is that Castrol *R" as an enging oil is for only the most
serious enthusiast, as it is both expensive and totally non-compatible with
all petroleum based oils. Castral *R" as an engine il must be used in a

_ freshly rebuilt or completely flushed engine using solvent flushing oil. Any
s-conversion to petroleum based oil must be preceded by careful
.e-application of flushing oil to remove all traces of Castrol 'R". We
suggest that Castrol ‘R* be used only in freshly rebuilt engines
The great news is that Castrol *R* makes a wondertul fuel additive,
providing improved upper cylinder lubrication, along with the same great
smell without the fuss and expense of using it as an engine oil. Simply add
a few ounces into your fuel tank, without any worry about what oll you are
using in your crankcasa. If you add too much, you will get a fruly vintage
style plume of blue smoke, but simply add mare fuel to adjust the mixture.
Our European friends have used this trick for years in vintage cars,

motorcycles, and even lawnmowers! (Castrol ‘R* should not be used In any

catalytic converter equipped cars.)
We recommend R30 as a fuel additive, and R40 as an engine oil for all
four cycla engines.

R30, 1 liter 215-910 §12.85
R40, 1 liter 215-920 $12.85
R40, 5 liter 215-930 $49.95

TR2-4A Sleeved
Thermostat

Is your TR running
hotter than it should?

thermastat. Original
thermostats had a

*he thermostat opened, to block the bypass port in the thermostat housing.
Jr many years, the only thermostats available have not had this slaeve,
eaning we have been running our TRs with about 18% of the coolant flow

bypassing the radiator! We have found a source for 160 degree thermostats

with this importanl sleove!
434-155 §32.95

" The problem may be the

sleeve which moved, as

Hemming's Vintage Auto Almanac
Your complete directory of everything for collector
car hobbyists - frem Abarth to Zimmer, accessories
to woadwork. This new 1999 edition is the most
current and complele listing of publications, clubs,
salvage yards, museums, Services, sources...
in short, anything you need a contact for to
support your automotive hobby.

213-630 $9.95

s ST, LTS,
!Gnrr CERTIFICATE

AH 3000 Timing Chain Damper
Great quality reproduction of this long unavailable part.
Fits BN7 & BT7 from 29E-H101, BJ7, BJ8

832-250 $15.95
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My tip concerns the remoyal of stuck pistons from
brake cylinders. Air pressure usually works, but then
you spend the rest of the afternoon looking for the
parts on the floor!

I have taken some old brake line nuts and drilled
them out then tapped them to take grease fittings.
Now with a grease gun [ can jack them out and no
parts escape.

Of course, you'll need to be sure to clean all the
grease out of the cylinder, but if you had to resort to
this process you'd probably be having the cylinders

sleeved anyway. |
—Kenneth Taplin, Biue Hill, ME

In spite of needing a little cosmetic work, my little
‘71 MGB GT is always running and 95% reliable, except
when my girlfriend takes it for a spin!

Our problem was the alternator light. If the red
dash light does not ‘engage” when the key is turned,
the alternator does not get the signal to begin to do its
job (i.e. run lights, blinkers, heater, wipers, and charge
the coil and battery!). The culprit was the bulb!

To prove my point, you can follow the brown
alternator wire directly to the bulb in the dashboard.
Had I known then what I know now, 1 would have
stocked up a small pile of these tiny lights and
attended to a needed replacement immediately.

Perhaps this tip wlllp keep other enthusiasts “out of
the dark”, as other owners, local parts stores, and even
our mechanic were surprised at this finding,

—Mark Ramsey, Duncan, SC

| wanted to swap a cougle of wires in a harness
today, and some folks might just dig out the wire
cutters and crimp, or solder, or tape. ['ve assembled
many connectors where you crimp the pins onto the
wires and then insert the pins into the socket.

If you find you've goofed, you dig out the
disassembly tool and remove the errant pin. However,
virtually all of these common eleetrical multi-pin
connectors are built the same way: There'is a barb (or
two) on the pins that compress while the pin is being
inserted into the socket, and then spring out when the

in is seated thereby g sventing them being pulled
ck out. The disassembly tool is rslmpl]yA a thinwalled
metal tube on a handle. The tube is just large enough to
fit over the pin, yet small enough in diameter to fitinto
the pin's socket. You simply slide the tool over the pin,
which compresses the barbs, and the pull the rin back
out of the socket. (It’s simple when you see it!
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Have you got a great time-saving idea or
tool that can help out other British car
owners? Send it to us! If we publish your
idea in Moss Motoring you'll be eligible f%
a $35.00 Moss Motors Gift Certificate!

Send your ideas to Technical Editor;
Moss Motoring, 440 Rutherford Streef,
Goleta, California, 93117 or e-mail us at
moss@mossmotors.com!.

@99 000099000000 0006000000000 OPR®OROCDS

" bly tool is available to ev:

OK, so what about our LBCs? A simple disassem-
one of us already, on our
cars. It's the metal innards of a single wire bullet
connector coupler. Just take one of the couplers, stide
the metal tube about halfway out of the rubber sleeve
and...voila! You'll find the tube i just about a perfect fit
for slipping over the pins in the various connectors in
the wiring harness to compress the barbs. Thisis also a
convenient way to isolate one circuit without having to
pull apart a major connector, The pins slip back in quite
easily with no tools required. Leaving the rubber sleeve
on the tube makes a convenient grip.

—Bud Krueger, Plymouth, MA

When storing your car, one sure way | have found
to maintain the battery charge is to connect my
charger to a light /appliance timer. The timer is set for_
one hour a day. Even though my battery charger say '}
will not overcharge a battery, with the timer attachec. ./
won't get the chance!

—Tim Castricone, Alexandria, VA

When you replace the anti-freeze mixture in your
car, you are sometimes faced with the difficult problem
of removing the thermostat housing, especially if the
cover has been in place for many years, and someone
had previously used a hardening sealant on the gasket!

Almost all of our older British car thermostat
covers were made of cast melal and will break if
hammered too hard, so reasonable care is in order
when removing the cover from the studs.

The drilling of the threads for the retaining studs
are often drilled through to the coolant area and
without some sort of sealant on these threads, coolant
will seep past the threads, causing corrosion around
the studs. This will make removal of the cover even
more difficult!

When the cover is eventually removed, remove the
studs and clean them well. Remove the remnants of the
old gasket and put some Teflon paste (not tape) in the
threads before installing the studs in the cylinder head
or intake manifold. |

Once installed, apply a coating of anti-seize
material on the studs before installing the cover and
retaining nuts. There is really little need to apply an
type of sealant to the gasket, but if you feel the nee'd;’é
1\’;&' use RTV or any other type of sealant that
harden. Use a non-hardening type of sealant such as
Hylomar from Permatex.

—Bob Mason, Fairhope, AL B

In a recent issue of British Car
\ 2re’s an excellent article written by
nustralian Pat Quinn regarding the
restoration of his Austin-Healey
BN3. What's a BN3 you ask? Well,
Pat has restored the first one of the
two prototype four cylinder test
vehicles into which Donald THealey
and crew stuffed the soon to be
introduced six cylinder unit. The
vehicle looks just like a four-banger
except for a couple of differences like
a louvered bonnet, four seats, and
solid wheels. But the most visual dif-
ference is that Pat’s car is fitted with
a later roadster-style windscreen,
thus previewing things to come with
the deletion of the four-banger’s
lovely folding wunit. It is this
windscreen that caught my eye and
tickled my fancy as Pat mentions
while assembling the car after its
restoration “The windscreen was
difficult. I managed o break two in
the pracess.” Been there! Done that!
Tt seems that one of the common
restoration threads among us Healey
people is the problem of broken
- rindscreens that occurs during a
A\, r's restoration. How many Healey
owners have assembled their car's
windscreen, or even had it profes-
sionally re-glazed, only to come back
the next morning after installation to

find it cracked? More than just a
couple, I'm sure. What looks like a
simple, straightforward process that
any talented do-it-yourselfer can do
is really a challenge due to a several
factors. Let’s Jook at what it's going
to take to do this job on any of the Big
Healey windscreens with some
possibility of success the first time!

The first factor at play here is
chrome plating. Almost all of us will
have the windscreen frame re-plated.
When this happens, it's not unusual
to get the pieces back in a different
shape than when they went to the
plater. Since all the Healey wind-
screen frames are brass, they can be
shaped easily and, just as easily, bent
both before and after plating—good
news, bad news. Somelimes in
polishing, the pieces get “caught up”
on the polishing wheel and bent or
the polisher believes they should be
shaped slightly differently, or they
just change shape somewhat due to
the nature of the process and the
softness of the material. It's
important to at least start with the
pieces filting correctly before you
ship them off for plating as it's
important to minimize how much
you have to shape them after they've
been plated. When bending after
plating, you risk popping off chrome
or wrinkling it if you have to bend
the frame too much, in which case,
it's back to the plater again. All the
pieces of the windscreen frame must
fit the contour of the glass exactly
and must all fit together with cach
other. If they don’t, and you begin to
force them together, usually a
cracked windscreen results!

Another problem with plating is
that the channels may become some-
what narrower due to the build up of
plating material. This is not a good
thing! You may not be able to get the
lower “T” shaped shroud seal in place
and make it stay or, in even worse
cases, there will not be enough room
for the glazing rubber and glass to fit
easily into the channel. Fixes? Enlarge
the channel if this happens to you. A
wedged shaped picce of wood that
will open up the channel slightly is the
best tool to use., Wood won't mar the
chrome where a screwdriver will just
leave marks that not even the chrome
plater can get out! The objective is to
allow the various parts to “just” go
together without forcing anything, If
you have to force i, like using a
hammer or excessive pressure, then
the channels are just too tight. Tight
channels lead to cracked windscreens!

The next factor is the hardware
that is used to fasten together the
windscreen frame. The screws that
you use to attach the frame to their
steel corner pieces must be the right
stuff, If you use substitute screws
that are longer than original, you risk
having the end of one of them
contacting the glass, an open
invitation to crack propagation! The
corner brackets must exactly match
the holes in your frames so that the
pieces will come together at each
corner correctly. By drawing together
each frame piece at the corners, addi-
tional strength is added to the assem-
bly with the load distributed to both
the frame and the corner brackets. A
loose frame can also lead to a cracked
windscreen. If a bracket’s holes don’t
line up with the windscreen pieces,
then select one that does, or drill and
tap the bracket with a fresh hole, or
fabricate a new bracket yourself.

From the above, you can see that
it'’s important that no metal picces
contact the glass. To prevent such
contact, that's the job of the rubber
buffer strips and the window glazing
rubber. For the window glazing
rubber, I highly recommend getting
the appropriate glazing rubber kit of
the right thickness for your model
Healey. Before these were available, |
used material from various sources,
some of which were professional
glass shops. But | was never really
satisfied with any of these products,
some of which [ believe directly led
to a couple of windscreens of mine
that cracked.

While the shop manual and
various catalogs show the stuff I'm
calling rubber buffer strips, these do
not come in the window glazing kits,
You must use your originals or
secure an appropriate replacement.
These rubber buffers take up the
space in the windscreen channel
between the corner brackets. These
strips of rubber, about a quarter of an
inch thick and as wide as the chrome
channel, cushion (buffer) the glass
from contacting the windscreen
frame. For the four cylinder
windscreen,  they  additionally
prevent the mounting screws used to
attach the windscreen frame to the
pillar post inside of the windscreen
frame from contacting the glass, If
your windscreen is original, or was
last re-glazed correctly, these strips
will be inside the channels when you
remove the old glass. They generally
are reusable.

Please turn to page 36
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Well folks, here we
go again! After the long
winter of our discontent,
including military action, political
shenanigans and everyone telling us what's bad /good for
us, we can escape from all this and into the wonderful
world of our little British cars during the year ahead.
What do we have to look forward to? Many, many, local
and national events as detailed inside the front cover of
this issue, but as usual, I'd like to mention the main
attractions for each marque of our cars. These are the
major meetings and should seriously be consid-
ered by enthusiasts who wish to see the best of
the best in their particular favorite marque.

I'll start with MG and “MG "99" up in
beautiful Vancouver, British Columbia where
the North Anverican MGB Register will hold
their annual convention on the campus of the
University of BC from July 7 through 10.
Subtitled the ‘Spectacular Drive of your Life’ the
event includes a “Sea-to-Sky Drive” to Whistler
Mountain with a visit to an MG museum thrown in for good
measure, Lots of other activities including a car show
overlooking Vancouver Harbor with the mountains as a
backdrop! Hosted by the Canadian Classic MG Club, call
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(604)535-0648 for more information on a
meeting all MGB owners and others should
be heading to!
The MGAs will be catered to by their
24th Get Together at the superb
Cal-Neva Resort at Lake Tahoe. The
meet starts on Monday June 14 and
ends with farewells on June 18. The
Sacramento Valley MG Club are * )
hosts led by Lawrie Alexander anc..’
you've never attended one of the
major meets organized by Lawrie—
then you’re in for a treat should you
decide to attend the GT! Car show,
rallies, scenic tours and the National
Car Museum in Reno are just a few of
the attractions offered. Get further
information from (560)672-2319.
The featured guest at the University Motors MG
Summer Party to be held August 18-22 will be noted British
automotive journalist and author, Graham Robson. The
event will celebrate the MGC and will be held in
conjunction with the American MGC Register’s national
convention. Graham has written numerous books on MG
and Triumph cars, and will undertake a ‘talking tour’ of the
MGC automobile. Some 600 plus MGs are
expected to attend this annual
event now in its 23rd year
(616)682-0800 is where you

12

let your fingers do the
walking for more
details!

The New England
MG T Register will
celebrate their 35th

Anniversary in Kennebunkport, Maine on June 2-6. Later
in the year they will hold another GoF at Alexandria Bay,
New York. For details of both NEMGTR GoF events write
Drawer 220, Oneonta, New York 13820, Out on the West
Coast the GolF West is scheduled for Chateau Whistler in
British Columbia (popular venue!) this year. Running
from August 2 through 6, the full program can be
~obtained by calling (604)888-4384.
Too far to Canada or Maine? Then try ringing
k._ .14)428-9335 for a good time! Here at the GoF Central in
St. Louis on July 15-19 they always have a good time and
there are many attractions for all the family in the
Gateway City.

Lel’s stay in St. Louis and it’s the turn of the Austin-
Healeys! where Conclave ‘99 will be held at the Sheraton
West Port Inn starting June 20 with the car show. The
following day, the Gateway International Raceway will
host the assembled Healeys for a flat-out timed speed run
day! Ron Varley and John Thousand will be delighted to
field your inquiries at (314)843-7913.

On the West Coast we have Fiesta de los Healeys from
August 9 thru’ 13. This major Healey event is to be by the
blue Pacific this year and all clubs involved will be staged
at the Town and Country Hotel Resort in San Diego.
Information from (619)278-0414. Warning!—These guys
know how to party!

We can’t forget the major TRIUMPH meets of course!
Head northeast young man for the Vintage Triumph
Register national convention in Portland, Maine. The
New England Triumph Register is responsible this year
for the annual shindig and promises a wide variety of
events to suit every taste (including Maine lobster!). Bob
Grove can supply all the information you'll need and you
can reach him at (207)439-3038. July 28 to August 1 are the
key Triumph dates for your diary!

Later in the year, on the West Coast, Triumphest

{ ill take place in Pleasanton, California, from

Sgeptember 30 thru’ October 3. All the usual activities
we've come to expect from the Triumph Travelers
Sports Car Club will be there, plus a few surprises! Call
(510)656-3607.

So there you
have it, and that's

by no means a
complete list. But
these are the majors and
we thought we'd highlight

them in the last year of this century. Then just think,
we've got a whole new millennium not touched yet! Hope
to see you in ‘99, Get out there with your British classic! B




1972 MGB V8 Conversion Ford
289ci, T-10 4 speed. 9 inch Ford rear
end. Too much to list! Give me
514000 and you'll go fast! (760) 804-
0205. CA (south)

using @

it ps sell

) payment, be sure o include your ¢
number and ‘expiration date. Closing date for the Summer, 1999 issue is
March 31, 1999. Please send your
Moforing ‘Classic-Fied Ads, 440 R

ad, phoro and
utherford Street, Goleta, California
93117. Please label photographs with name, address and telephone

iSiforbayment!

¢ if an asking price

remittance to: Moss

number. Sorry, photographs cannot be refurned.

1980 MGB Roadster. Snapdragon
Gold/Black int. 15K Original miles.
Pristine & in original condition.
Always garaged and covered and
cared for and driven by an adult.
This one got away. A true classic that
is show worthy. $9900 obo. (703)243-
1039 eves, (202) 466-4080 days. VA.

1952 MG TD Black/Red. Rebuilt
engine, transmission, driveline,
brakes, shox, carbs. New crankshaft
starter, alternator, pumps, heater car-
pets, tripod headlights, steering
wheel, rubber & cover. Very reliable.
$15,500 (561) 781-1414. FL

1974% MGB Roadster. Good home
wanted for this all-black rubber
bumpered classic. New Moss interior.
twin carbs, wire wheels, overdrive.
$3800 (815) 467-7056. [L

1977 MGB Roadster. White w/Black
int. 53k miles. Excellent body and
motor. Needs top. $3300 obo. (319)
835-3054. 1A.

1963 MGB. Olde English White,
black w/red pinstripe leather inte-
rior, new metal, new chrome, new
everything, needs about 5% fin-
ishing. $7500 obo. (314)532-0279,
or e-mail chipd0@aol.com, MO

1953 MG TD with MKII badges.
White w/Black leather interior.
Beautiful restoration of a solid clas-
sic. Excellent mechanicals, $17,500.
(219) 273-3916. IN

1974 MGB GT. Glacier White
w/Harvest interior.Weber carb,
overdrive. wire wheels, chrome
bumpers. Garaged and only driven
occasionally. Very good condition.
Extras. $3950, (775) 783-0013. NV

1971 MG Midget. Rust-free,
garaged western car with 43k
miles. Totally restored, beautiful
engine, new paint, rubber, chrome
etc. A pride to own and drive.
$5750 (816) 246-4350. MO,
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1952 MG TD. Less motor & trans. All
other parts to restore LHD. Oklahoma
car $2500 obo. Also have four fenders
to sell. (405) 390-3344 OK.

1977 MGB Roadster. Butterscotch
color. Freshly painted. High
mileage but runs great. New
top/tires/ & A-frame bushings.
Hardtop 3 tonneau covers. $3800
(717) 938-8346. PA.

1958 MGA Roadster. Red w/new
Tan interior. Mechanically sound. No
rust and garaged. $6500 firm. (903)
886-2795. TX

1976 MGB Roadster. Original paint.
34k original miles. Reconditioned
engine, new top & tires NYS inspect-
ed. Runs well, tight car, excellent con-
dition and always garaged. $6950
(914)339-7243, NY

1953 MG TD. Red w/Red interior,
Black top, completely restored.
$12,000. (520) 634-6456. AZ

1978 MGB, British Racing Green.
Wires,Weber Carb. Only driven 200
miles since restoration in Dec 1996.
Have reccipts for $13k. Will sell for
$10,000 obo. (520) 298-6091. AZ

1954 MG TF 1250. Fair condition.
Good lop, upholstery and tires,
Original owner, runs and drives
reat. Drive this home for $14,500.
409) 247-4206. TX.

1960 MGA 1600 Coupe. Classic
OEW/Black California car. frame-off
restoration completed 6/97 had
gained multiple trophies. 3600 miles.
A beautiful addition to your stable.
$11,850 (818) 841-1056. CA (South)

969 MGB Roadster. Red and in

aowroom condition, Dry stored 14
years and second owner since 1972.
Complete with shop manual, tools,
Unisyn etc. Serious buyers only.
$10,500 (510) 215-1802. CA

1962 MG Midget. One owner, 948cc,
106K miles. All original cases, uphol-
stery, hood, floor mats, etc. Original
handbook and shop manual.
Excellent body and driving condi-

tion. $2200 or offer. (707)677-0384, CA

1974 MGB Roadster and 1967
MGB GT. Rare matching cars in
Aconite. Both redone throughout
with new grilles, bumpers and air
dams to look identical from head-
\ n. Now classic collectibles as seen
Nt Atitomobile magazine, 9/98.
Complete photo history of restora-
tions carried out available. $18,000
for both cars. (619)-696-7496. CA.

1967 Triumph TR4A., 48k original
miles. Solid rear axle model with
SU carbs, wire wheels. Excellent
body, paint, new top. Spare engine,
axle, overdrive. Ready lo get in and
drive anywhere. CA title. $8500.
(541) 592-2518. OR (South)

tion. $3500

JAGUAR

1980 Triumph Spitfire. Red. 78k
miles. Good top, tires, brakes, seats
Runs and drives. Partially restored.
Car in Fort Worth. $2350. ( 817) 732-
6551. TX

1976 Triumph TRé6. British Racing
Green w/Chestnut interior. 97k
miles. New paint, top, carpet, tires &
chrome. $8900 (314) 530-4606. MO.

AUSTIN-HEALEY

1966 Austin-Healey 3000 BJ8 BRG
with very rare Grey top and interi-
or. 64k miles. Arizona car just out
of 8 years storage. All new
hydraulics, brakes, tires, carb over-
haul. BMHIT certificate. $22,500
(601) 371-6821. MS.

1955 Austin-Healey BN1. Second
owner with restoration completed
1997. New tires, top, interior, paint

etc. $16,500 (810) 220-2754. MI.

1954 Jaguar MkVII. Body
restored-all metal. Drives great,
new brakes, exhaust, slave cylin-
der. Original bumpers rechromed,
have original wheels. Asking
$13,900. (703)698-5057, VA

1962 Jaguar E-Type. Black Roadster
restored with Tan top, leather interi-
or. V8 Chevy 400. Automatic 350
trans, Chrome wire wheels. Have old
motor & trans for car. No rust.
$21,000 (405) 390-3344. OK

1948 Jaguar Mark IV. One & Half
liter saloon. Black over red. Runs and
drives well Good interior and wood.
16" wires Very complete. Needs
paint. $5000. (562)697-1663. CA.

OTHER BRITISH

1948 Bentley. Right hand drive. Some
rust engine and transmission, Rebuilt
1990 but needs lots of work. $3500.
Call (760) 749-1796. Leave Message.
CA (South)

1953 Sunbeam-Talbot Alpine. French
Blue over white. 60k Beautiful origi-
nal condition Needs no restoration,
has all accessories. Drives and looks
great. $5800 (562) 697-1663. CA B
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STOP PRESS! we have just learned of a trip to England
being organized by the Minnesota MG T Register for September
1999, All the popular attractions are included and the price of the
tour which runs from Sept 2-14th is $2679 inclusive. Call Tom
Joyce on (612) 890-5332 for reservation form and information. B

mystery car corner

Letters (Continued from Page 5)
MORRIS MYSTERY

I enjoyed your article on the
#urris featured in the Winter edition
. Moss Motoring and 1 would like to
add a bit of information. -

While we were in India some
years ago, | was surprised to see that
50-75% of the cars on the road all
looked the same. Namely, they were
Morris four-door sedans.

I inquired about this and was
informed that India bought the
tooling patents for this car and they
are now building them for general
and taxicab use.

I feel this is a great idea because
you can always get parts for them
and they appear to be a very good
workhorse. 1 am not sure of the
authenticity of this information and
wonder if you could follow it up.

—Richard A. Huntley,
Muskegon, Michigan

(Sounds like the old Morris Oxford
to me Richard but we'll let our knowl-
edgeable readers fill in the rest of the
story!—Ed.}

MILLENNIUM MUCK-UP

f As with most of us, there's
w.oways the exception that proves
the rule, count from one to ten and
not zero to nine! How can you (Mr.
Editor) say “As we enter the final
year of the millennium...”? The new
millennium does NOT start on
January 1, 2000—it starts on
January 1, 2001!

I do not care what the National
Geographic and other organizations
say, surely Moss Motors can get it
right! If you want to have TWO
fantastic parties, that's great, but the
next millennium starts in 2001.

—Bob Rich

(You saw right through our ploy
Bob, and we here at Moss will be having
two fantastic parties! —Ed.)

CASTROL NOSTALGIA
Recently, while perusing my
latest Moss catalag, | was struck by
the newly introduced “Castrol Oil
Collectibles” and 1 was sure [ had
seen these oil cans before.
My family emigrated to Canada
{m Great Britain in 1963 and my
Mther, being  a  bit of a
collector, brought with him a very
diverse assortment of “British
Things”! My interest in  British

cars prompted him to give me his
collection of automotive books and
leaflets which he had accumulated
over the years. One such collectible
was a booklet issued by the
magazine, Practical Molorist which
features the Castrol oil can and label
on the cover!

I enclose a copy of the issue
(shown at rigit) and while there is
no date we can rest assured that it
is pre-'63. Hope you enjoy reading
it. It’s interesting to note the green
and orange colors have been
reversed sometime over the past 35
years or so!

Thanks for your excellent service.

—Les Hartridge, London,
Ontario, Canada W

SPRING 1999 = 35




Oh, The Joys of This Motoring Game, Ratty! (Continued from Page 15)

disc, and all cars, going right back to
the motorized dogcarts of the
veteran era, have to be certificated,
There are certain age concessions to
do with braking efficiency and
lighting, but in general, it is quite a
stiff test, and classic cars of the 1960s
and ‘70s have to comply with much
the same standard of roadworthiness
as the newer vehicles, except in
regards to exhaust emissions. The fee
for the half-hour test which covers
brakes, lights, steering, suspension,
corrosion and much more besides, is
around £30 ($50).

Who undertakes the testing? In
many European countries, an
impartial government testing station
is used, but in Britain, it is the
ordinary motor dealers and repairers
who are licensed to carry out the
MOT test. Now should you think that
this might on occasion lead them to
be less than fair in the search for
‘faults’, that they can then charge you
to “repair” then you'd be right!
Unfortunately, corruption is an
inbuilt element of the system. The
general advice over here is that when
you find a fair and reasonable MOT
man—stick with  him! Another

problem these days, is that your
average MOT tester is younger than
some of the classics he tests, and
simply doesn’t understand ‘old-
fashioned’ motor engineering. They
don’t know that cam and peg steering
never was, and never can be, as
precise as rack and pinion units. So
they ‘fail’ TR3s for having two inches
of play at the steering wheel, which
for those who know their early TRs is
inherent. As for “fly-off” handbrakes,
I've lost count of the number of times
I've had to explain to young testers,
“No it's not broken, it's meant to
work like that!”

So, armed with your hard-won
MOT certificate, an insurance
certificate, the title documents
(commonly called a ‘log book’ in
Britain), plus £150 in cash if your
car was made in 1973 or later, you
can at last obtain your tax disc, and
hit the road—if, of course, you can
afford the gas! In my conversations
with USA owners of classic cars
who have never been to Europe,
I've found that many simply don’t
believe me when | tell them the
price of fuel over here! “How can
you guys afford to go anywhere,”

they say, and indeed, we often ask
that ourselves. No wonder so many
Europeans now drive 60 mpg "-Inr‘ﬁ
turbo diesels as everyday vehicle

At the time of writing (December
1998) unleaded gas costs a minimum
of £3 per gallon (that's nearly five
dollars a gallon, even allowing for the
fact that our British gallon is
somewhat bigger than the US one!).
Last summer, I bought unleaded
regular gas in Arizona for 99 cents a
gallon, just about one fifth of the price
we pay and we have our own North
Sea oil! Where does the money go? To
those vultures in the government of
course, who take around 85% of the
pump price in taxes! Would you
believe they’re threatening to raise the
price by another 20% to discourage us
from using our cars so much! At Jeast
we can buy 98 octane leaded fuel for
another year, but this disappears in
the year 2000. Mind you, this costs
some $6 a gallon! Be thankful for what
you have my American friends!

In a future issue I hope to deal
with driving habits and regulations,
and how they differ between the UK
and the USA, also a few words on the
British license plate system. B

The Nut Behind the Wheel (Continued from Page 29)

What keeps the corner brackets and screws from
contacting the glass? The windscreen glazing itself. So it’s
very important that this glazing material fully extends
into the corners of the glass to provide that bit of cushion
needed to separate the glass from the hard stuff!

some Litter Lore...

We've all seen litter scattered alongside our roadways.

Do you know how long it will take to decompose to a non-recognizable form?

10-12 YEARS

25-40 YEN

Next time we'll continue to talk about windscreen
assembly and attaching your completed windscreen
assembly to the car as well as some other important things
50 you won't experience the dreaded crack of doom from
windscreen replacement. B

Please Don't Litter in ‘99!

36 m MOSS MOTORING

. : PRICES VALID UNTIL 4-9-99

1-888-678-8764




All components are pre-cut
and pre-sewn by our own
upholstery

shop with extraordinary
results. The leather and
vinyl materials have been
carefully selected for texture
and are production-dyed to
recreate the original colors
s closely as possible.

We are so confident of our
Interiors that we offer a full
and unconditional guaran-
tee. If our product does not
meet with your standard of
quality, return the complete
uninstalled kit immediately
for a full refund.

Note: Some Color Kits

are made to order only.
Please allow 4 to B weeks
for delivery.

Tan Greon Blscult
LEATHEIR SEAT KITS
TC 245-4B0 245-010 245-020 245-000 245-030 §479:9% $399.95
TD 245490 245050 245-060 245040 245-070 $47905 $399.95
TF 245-500 245-090 245-100 245-080 245-110 $598.50 $504.95
VINYL FANEL & TIRIM KIT
TC 245570 245-370 245-380 245-360 245-390 38405 $5299.95

Red  Black Regularly  SALE!

Black with  Black with  Black with  Black with Red with Tan with Grey with Bles with
White Piping Red Piping Blue Plping Black Pipiag Red Piping  Tan Pipiag  Grey Piping Piping

TERY KITS

TC-TDP COMPLETE LEATHER Reg. SALE!

SEAT ASSEMBELIES MGA ROADS

TO 245580 245410 245420 245400 245430 $38495  $299.95 | Complete ready to bolt In, brand Leather Seat Kit 246.030 246020 246-040 246-010 246-050 246-060 246065 246-055 $4EA5  $409.95
TF 245.500 245450 2454460 245440 245470  §36995 $299.95 | new seat assemblies upholstered Vinyl Seat Kit 246150 246-140 246160 246130 246170  246-180 - - 05 $234.95
T Ty e s here In Golela; Callfornid, Deluxe Vinyl Panel Kit 246330 246.320 246-340 246310 246-350 246-360 246-365 246-355 $38996  $229.95
:,c" ‘;l;"s':u"_,:s ;5;" ;;‘0 ';“;2 4:) il s520.95 | uround U.X.-produced seat Baslc Vinyl Panel Kit 246-270 246-260 246280 246-250 246-290  246-300 5 : $199.95  $164.95
1D 245'550 :_‘5‘290 245-300 245-280 245‘31{) Shrs 5529.95 frames, using Moss leather BRCGUHAREY k Leather Seat & Vinyl Panel Kit 246-028 246018  246-038 - 246-048  246-058 246-068 246-078 $430.00 $639.90
g 245- . 45- : . g | ; F
TF 245560 245330 24530 245320 245350 $640es $520.95 | UPNOSIery kits Our regular 33 . MGA COUPE UPHOLSTERY KITS
price compares very favorably

COMPLETE INTERIOR KITS with having  local 595515595 Leather Seat Kit 246-090  246.080 246100 246-070  246-110 246-120 246125  246-115 $48995  $409.95
Includes Leather Seat Kit and Vinyl Panel Kit as originally fitted. specialist try to 1 Vinyl Scat Kit 246-210  246-200 246220  246-190  246-230  246-240 3 . #8205 $234.95
Deluxe Vinyl Panel Kit 246-390  246-380 246-400 246-370 246-410 246-420 246-425 - 4208 $2659.95

TC 245.868 245-518 245-528 245-508 245-538  §839:00 $699.90 | properly rebuild
TD  245-878 245558 245-568 245-548 245-578  §849-00 $689.90 | your deterlorated

TF 245888 245-598 245-608 245588 245-618  §96500 $804.90 | Seats, and our sale price
is most attractive, indeed!

Upholstered to order, please allo
4 to 8 weeks for delivery; we
guarantee the wait will be worth it!
Tan Green Biscait Red Black
TC COMPLETE LEATHER SEAT ASSEMBLY

SIDE CURTAIN STOWAGE BAGS A r o ST
Completely pre-cut and sewn. Ready to install. Regwleny-S-48.05. MGA CARPE KITS
Black T Red  SALE!
1500 & 1600 10 (076249 243-280 243300 243290 §124.95 | A- WA CONPETKITS Rear$ints SALE £194.95
1600 from (c)78250 & MKII 243-285 243-305 243-295 $7129.95 | A fosae SREY: 244
B. REAR CARPET KITS

ROADSTER Reg—$43-50 SALE $59.95

|
L
TR T R ET T TR L S T H T, ROADSTER COMPLETE BLACK 242-835 RED 242-845 GREY 242.905
LEATHER SEAT SETS COUPE $30.05 SALE
TD COMPLETE LEATHER SEAT ASSEMBLY | A great option for those needing both seats and Eezsnn
| g P 9 BLACK 242975 GREY 242-915
245-498  245.058 245-068 245.048 245.078 I‘ uphelstery. These are complete, ready to bolt in, i 3
brand new seat assemblies. Upholstered here in C. TRUNK CARPET KITS Regri90:05 SALE $84.95
Goleta, California, uround U.K.-produced seat BrAcK 242.815 RED 242-825 GREY 242-925

TC-TD-TF CARPETS
This fine English carpeting Is woven exclusively for Moss
Motors, Ltd. Our carpet sets are made to exacting specifi-

[rames, using Moss leather upholstery kits. Our
regular price compares very favorably with
having a local specialist try to properly rebuild

D. SPARE TIRE COVERS
All Roadster & 1500 COUPE  Reg—3184-%5 SALE $89.95

cations. They are bound only where original and include your badly deteriorated seals. Our sale price on BLACK 242-465 RED 242-475 Gy 242.935
felt padding where originally fitted. Each set includes these assemblies is most attractive, indeed! All 1600 & MKIl COUPE  Res-$64.95 SALE $55.95
snaps and rubber heel mats. Black only. seats will be upholstered to your individual BLACK 246-435 GREY 242.945

order, so please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery;
the walt will be worth it!

TC Carpet Set 454-448 Reg—$334-05 Sale $179.95
TD Carpet Set  (Fits LHD to (c)4236.)
454-45

Sale $239.95 "“';&'T’I'a”"“ l\l:t”vllhﬁlﬂ Piping Bh:l')nim Blud Piping Black wih Black Piping
TD & TF Carpet Set  (Fits LHD from (c}4237.) A U6-126 —%“: 246-138
¥ . ping  Tan with Tan P Grey with Grey Piping  Blua with Bloe Pigloj
454-478 Reg—$384-05 Sale $239.95 246-158 246-16;” 246178 246-18!1" ]

TD & TF Carpet Set  (Fits RHD flat floor.) L
454.468 Reg—S380.05 Sale $239.95 L

Note: Some kits are made to order only.
Please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery.

=n 1-888-678-8764

Toll Free USA and
w 805-681-3400 Oversoas + B05-692-2525 Fax
www.mossmotors.com
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Our exact reproduction
upholstery kits are all
painstakingly produced
in our own upholstery
manufacturing plant. All
materials are exact dupli-
cates of the original, right
down to the grain pattern
and thickness. All leather
is tanned and vat-dyed to
our specifications to
ensure originality and
long wearing durability.
Trim pancl Kits include
door panels, front and
rear quarter panels, rear
bulkhead panel for the
roadsters, and rear deck
insert panels for the GIs.
We include suffident
vinyl to cover roadster
cockpit rails, door top
rails, and 1963 - ‘67 dash
top rail, and door window
brush seals. In addition to
the original interior color
schemes, we offer several
other combinations of

trim and piping. The
most popular of these are
usually avallable from
stock, while the others
(marked with an asterisk)
are made to order only.
Delivery on spedial orders
takes about 4-6 weeks We
firmly believe that a Moss
Motors Interlor Kit offers
you the finest value for
the money that you can
tind! If you are not 100%
satisfied with the quality
and design of your kit,
you may return the com-
plete uninstalled kit to us
for full refund.

FREE SHIPPI

Wackwild  Dackwtn  Buckwin Red with fad with Tas with

mm-g Redfigiay  WhtaPigiog  Biaa Pipiag MeiPybs  WisPlm  BeiPpm TPy Moy SALE!
ID6G3 - “G9 LEATHER FRONT SEAT KITS
1963-‘68' 641-170 641-180 641-190 641-200 641-210 641-220 641-230 641-235 §440-05 5399.95
19692 641-310 641320 641-330 641-340 641-350 - 641-370 641-375 #6356 §499.55
I196G3 - 69 VINYL FRONT S ¥ 5
1963-‘68! 641-100 641-110 641-120 641-130 641-140 641-150 23250 $204.98 J
1969 641-240 641-250 - - - #208-50 $259.95 7

1966 - “69 GT LEATHER REAR SEAT KITS

-:‘(‘ ‘ nor

"‘* [INIY “-“‘ul!lll"ll” ~

"

19694 641-450 . - - - $405:08 §339.95
INGE - “6G9 GT VINYL REAR S o HKITS

1966-'68* 643-140 643-150 643-160 - - - 34008 $209.95
I19G2 - *6H VINYL FPANE, xS

1963-'65% 643-280 643.290 643-3 643-310 643-320 643-330 $H50-05 $§224.95
1966-'67% 643-350 643-360 643-370 643-380 643-390 6434400 $R50.05 522495
1968-'697 643490 643-500* 643-510° 643-520 643-530° 4: $350-05 $224.95
1966-'67% 643-420 643430 643-440 643-450 643-460 643-485 $259.85 §224.95
1968-'697 643-560 643-570* s > . $350.08 §224.95

e J4

ON ORDERS

LRD to (¢)158370 and GT 1o (c)158230

ARD from (¢)158371 to 187210 SRD to (b)57985 SGT 1o (c)139471
& GT from (c)158231 1o 187840 4RD from (b)57986 to (c)138400  *GT from (c)139472 to 187840
1GT to (0)158230 *Color/s not originally fitted

AGT from (c)158231 to 187640

7RD from (c)138401 to 187210

OVER $500!

Note: Some color & piping combinations
are made to order only.
Please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery.

COMPLETE “63-°68 LEATHER SEATS

A great option for those needing both seats and upholstery. Com-
plete, ready to bolt in, brand new seat assemblics,

upholstered here in Goleta, California, around U.K.- prmiurr.'d
seat frames, using Moss leather upholstery
kits. Our regular price campares very
favorably with having a local specialist
try to properly rebuild your badly deter-
jorated seats. Our sale price on these
assemblies is most attractive, indeed!
Made to order, please allow 4-8 wecks S I.E $939.9,
for delivery; we guarantee that the wait
will be more than worth it!

Black with Black Piping 641-178

Black with Red Piping  641-188
Black with White Piping 641-198

Red with Black Piping  641-218

Red with White Piping  641-228

ORIGINAL BI-STYILE INTERIOR KITS

its duplicate the original vinyls and dielectrically welded seams.
Where appropriate, the “chrome” mylar accent strips are used on the docr panels and we supply
the correct fabric inserts in the late GT seat kits.
Moss BL-style seat and panel kits are compiete and quite stralghtforward to install. The panel kils
include sufficient vinyl to cover roadster cockpit and door top ruils, new front and rear quarter
panels, rear bulkhead panels for roadster, rear deck insert panels for GTs, and new door window

Manufactured in England, the

brush seals.
Black

Navy

Ochre Autuma Leat C!
197080 ROADSTER & GT VINYIL !

kampagne
AT KITS

Reg. SALE

70 - ‘72 Front ' ¥ 641-520  641-530 641-550 39375  $§249.95
‘73 - ‘76 Front * ¢ 641-560 641-570 641-580 641-590 - 30005 §259.95
‘77 - ‘80 Front $ 641-600 - 641.620 641630 641-525 $380.05 $249.95
‘70 - ‘76 GT Rear?  641-640 641-670 - 531005 $169.95

197376 GT FABRIC SEAT KITS
73476 GT Front ¢ 641-680 . . 641-685 $303-75  $244.95
‘73-'76 GT Rear* 641690 641695 $100.05  $169.95
ID70-°80 PANEL KITS
1970 Roadster 643.635 - - . o405 §179.95
1970 G1 643-645 - - - - $04.05  $179.95
1971 - '76 Roadster 7 643-630 643-640  643-650  643-660 - $304-05  $179.95
1971 - ‘76 GT Vinyl ¢ 643-710 - 643-740 . $190:05  $175.95
1977 - '80 Roadster 8 643.670 - 643-700  643-705  §304-45 $170,95
I1970-80 HEADRESTS (COMPLETE- READY TO INSTALL!)

970 - ‘72 Vinyl 649.100 - 649-130 $40-06 84495
4973 - ‘76 Vinyl 649140 649-150 649-170 $40.95  $44.95
1977 - ‘80 Vinyl 641-605 - 641-635 641-535  $54-35  $46.95

10294250 TGT from (c)187841 10 296000 YD from (€}237251 10410000 9GT from (/266001 on

on #07 trom (c)187841 on

RO from (c)187211 to 410000




*70-"80 MGE CUSTOM
PELUXE UPHOLSTERY?

In the tradition of the great British coach-trimming firms, our kits are
designed to emulate the rich look of such British dlassics as Rolls-
Royce, Jaguar and Bentley, Thick, padded leather seat covers with pip-
ing In contrasting or matching colors, carefully stitched for exact fit
and plush contour, give your seats a feel of true luxury. Door panels
are stitched instead of heat welded to compliment the seats. We guar-
antee 100% satisfaction or your money happily refunded upon
receipt of the uninstalled kit.

Black with  Black with  Black with  Red with Tan with
Black Piping Red Plping  While Piping  Red Piplng  Tan Piping
1970-'72 ' Leather Front Seat Kit SALE $579.50
641-700 641-705 641-710 641-715 641-720
197376 * Leather Front Seat Kit - % SALE $599.35
641-725 641-730 641-735 641-740 641-745
1977-80 * Leather Front Seat Kit SALE $599.95
641-750 641-755 641-760 641-765 641-770

1970-'80 * LeatherGT Rear Seat Kit Reg—$354-05 SALE §299.95

641-850 641-855 - 641.870
1970-'80 * Vinyl Panel Kit r SALE $298.95
643-750 643-760 643-770 641-780 643-790
197076 * Vinyl Panel Kit Reg—$398-50  SALE $349.95
643-800 - - 643-840

(Fits Roadster trom (¢)I87211 to 204250; GT from (c}187841 to 256000.)
*(Fils Roadster from (c)204251 Lo 410000 and GT from (c)296001 on.)
(Fits Roadster from (c)410001 on.

)
“[Fits G1 from (c)I7841 on)  %Fits Roadster from (c)I87211 on)

Note: Some colar & plping combinations are made to
order only. Please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery.

1-BBB-6G7 B-B7GA

TOLL-FREE USA AND CANADA
BOS-GB I -TA00 OVERSEAS
BOS5-GH2-2525 FAX
www.mossmotors.com

e i (e

42

CARPETS

Carefully cut for ease of installation, all our MGB carpeting is sup-
plied of fine quality cut-pile automotive carpel, similar to the fac-
tory original. All carpet sections are finished exactly as original,
incorporating heavy felt padding and hardboard panel backing
where originally fitted. These sets inciude rubber heel mats and all
necessary snaps and studs, Our MGB Carpet Sets will completely
carpet your MGB roadster, or the passenger compartment of your
MGB GI. These carpet sets include everything contained In the
original style carpet, plus carpeting replacements for the rubber
floor mats, side sill covers and transmission tunnel side piece that
was originally fitted through 1976.

Our MGB GT Rear Carpet Set, along with our standard Carpet Set,
will completely carpet your MGB GT.

In addition to these sets, we also offer roadster owners d custom-
fitted trunk carpet kir. The trunk kit Includes a tailored spare tire
cover. Moss Motors carpet sets are carefully patterned, offering
outstanding value. We encourage you to carefully compare both
quality and value to any other carpet sets on the market,
DELUXE CARPET SETS
BLACK RED  BROWN

163-'67 Roadster/GT Carpet Set  Regr$340.05 SALE $299.95
242.770  242-780 244-385

'68./69 Roadster/GT Carpet Set  Reg-$349.95 SALE $209.9 )
244.320  244-330 244-340 J

ORIGINAL STYLE CARPET SETS
BLACK RED BROWN

'63-'67 Roadster/GT Carpet Set  Reg-$36905 SALE $224.85
244-300 - .

'68-'69 Roadster/GT Carpet Set SALE $214.95
244.350 244360 244-370

177-'80 Roadster/GT Carpet Set  Regr$34005 SALE $299.95
244320 244330 244-340

GT Rear Carpet Set SALE §179.95
242.750 3 244-380

TRUNK CARPET SETS Reg-$103.95  SALE $84.95

BLAGK RED BROWN
242-850 242-855 242875
SPARE TIRE COVERS Reg-$4a8&  SALE $36.95
BLACK RED  BROWN
242-860 s -

The major difference belween these sets and our OE style sets- |
| besides the price- is that the transmission tunnel plece is supplied |
| flat instead of molded. Features include a very dense synthetic |
| cut pile materlal, fully bound edges, heavy felt pads & sewn-in |
| heel pad. Includes snaps. i

| BLACK AUTUMN LEAF
| 1963-'67 Budget Carpet Set Regr$340:06  SALE $129.95 ‘)
| 242765 . I
1968-'69 Budget Carpet Set Regr$H40.05  SALE$720.95 |
244-315 244-375 |
1967-'69 GT Rear Set Reg384-05 SALE $69.95
242735  244-405 |

e e i S S e e e Bl

Moss Motors is pleased to offer a complete range of exact
reproduction 1959 - “80 upholstery, Manufactured in England,
these kits duplicate the original patterns, vinyls, and even
dielectrically welded seams where appropriate. Glve your Sprite
or Midget a brand-new Interior, exactly as it was when new!
We firmly believe that a Moss Motors Interior Kit offers you the
finest value for the money! If you ate not 100% satisfied with
your kit, you may return the uninstalled kit for a full refund.
VINYL SEAT KI¥

BUACKWITR  RENWITH  BLUE MITH

WHITE PIPING WIRTE PIFIRG  BLUE PIFIkG
Bugeye Sprite and 948 Sprite MkII to HANT-24731

640-770 640-780 640-790 RegS36306
948 Midget MkI to GAN1-16183

&

Sale $219.95

640-895 - 640-915 Reg-$as496 Sale $219.95
BLACT WITR RED WITH WL T
WHITE MIPING  WRITE FIPING  WOITE Mg

1098 Sprite MKIII & 1275 MKIV from HANS-55501 to HANG-T7590

1275 Midget MKILI to BAN4-65225
640910 - - Regr$35406 Sala $219.95

BLACT WITH
BUACK MPEE LERF

1275 Sprite MKIV (fixed back) fram HAND-77591 to HANG-85286

AuTumn

640-945 - Sale $219.95
1275 Midget MKIII (rectining back) from GANA-68226 1o -74885
640-950 - - Regr$354-886  Sale $219.95

1275 Sprite MKIV from HAN10-85267 on
1275 Midget MKILL & Midget 1500 from GANS-74836 thu 1500
640-960 640-980 T Regr$3505  Sale $219.95

VINYL PANEL KITS
i L] [

Bugeye Sprite

645-500 645-510 645-520 Reg$3406 Sale $184.95
948 Sprite MkII and 948 Midget Mkl

645-540 645-550 645-560 Reg-$34%05 Sale $219.95
Early 1098 Sprite HAN7 and Midget GAN2
k 645-620 = =

Late 1098 Sprite HANS and Midget GAN3
645-570 645-580 645-585 B

Sale $239.85

Sale $239.95

BLACK WITH
UACK FIPISD  WITE PIPWO

1275 Sprite and Midget (fitted 1o cars with one-plece rear bumper)
645-660 645-670 Regreddritiss Sale $239.95
BUCCWTH  ANTUMM LIAF

1275 & 1500 Sprite and Midget (spiit rear- and rubber-bumper cars)
645-700 645-720 Regr$a34-05 Sale $179.85

HEADRESTS
BUACK  ANTUMN LEAF
1970 thru 3/'77 F.ared-Typc (perforated vinyl, singie raif)
s maanad

649-100 649-130 Sale $39.95

CARPET SETS
suce (1] BUE
1098 (fits 948s & Bugeyes, too)

242-530  242-540 242-550  Reg-$309:08 Sale$184.95

1275 thru 1969

242-535 - - A a4 s Sale$134.95
BLACK ] ANTUMN LEAF

1275 from 1970 & 1500

242-560 242-580 e amantan Sale$174.95

SPITFIRE MEIV & 1500

UPHOLSTERY
Reg. SALE!
Moulded Black Carpet Set
644-300  §358-55 £200.05
Economy Black Carpet Set

644-310 #6555 $139.96
'73-'76 Black Seat Cover Kit
644-330 36405

$229.05
‘77-'80 Black Houndstooth Seat Kit

FREE SHIPPING ON

¥ 644-380

644-350  §364:05 $229.95
'77-'80 Black Headrest Cover
644-360 SRS £290.05
'73-80 Seat Back Cushion

644370  $5%95 $40.85
‘73-80 Left Seat Bottom Cushion
5795 $51.88
‘73.80 Right Seat Bottom Cushion
644-390 1.95
'71-'72 Black Door Panel Set (pair)
644-400 RS A
*73-'80 Black Door Panel Set (pair)
644-410 g 85
Door Waist Rail Cover (left hand)  644-430

H605  $10.95
Door Waist Rall Cover (right hand) 644-440 606 $710.95
'73-'80 Rear Quarter Trim Kit (pair) 644-460 #0320 $80.98
73-'80 Rear Cockpit Board 644-480 000 $07.95
73-80 Tunnel Front Cover 644-490  §435 20,
'75-'80 Armrest 644-520 $0005 $95.75
'75-'80 Armrest (Cover material only) 644-530 6465 $54.95
Left Hand Glovebox 644-540 34650 $10.85
Right Hand Glovebox 644-550 4670 $10.95




.. |

TRIUMPH UPHOISANNEN e T

LAl L Lt L L , CARPET KI
you restore the rior of your Triumph to original quali- These Moss-made carpet kits include the cor-
n and workmanship, we manufacture every item with rect rubber heelmat, all necessary studs and
only the finest materials. Our leather is tanned and vat-dyed to snaps, and bound edges where c:m_an_.‘or_ﬂ
the highest standards to insure durability. We're so pleased with “superjor” grade short cut pile carpet is beau-
the quallty of our upholstery that we guarantee 100% satisfaction \IL_EH synthetic manufactured in England
or your money back upon return of the complete uninstalled kit. xelusively for us. Our loop carpet is quite

similar to the original fil o many,Tri-

umphs. /

Black with R
white Piping  ked

TR2-THRJ4A LEATH

BLACK RED
TR4A SUPERIOR CUT PILE

TR2 & TR3 ¢ 642155 642140 . - $534R5 $459.95 AR aasaion
TRIA & TRE 642165 -  642-175 642320 - $460:95 $380.95 _E_,u.....»!:_z,: T
TR4** 642-455 - 642465 642470 - 46905 $380.95

TR4A 642-255 - 642265 642340 - $46%05 $360.95 TR2.-TRIA STANDARD CUT PILE

Regrides-05 SALE $269.95

TR2-TRAA VINYL FRONT SEAT KITS
TR2 & TR3"*  642-020 642-030 - 642-210 642-575 38496 $239.95 TR2-3A to TS60000 639-040 639-050
TRIA-TR4?"  642-045 - 642-055 642-220 642-585 38486 $239.95 TR3A from TS60001-3B  639-060 639-070
TR4** 642-065 - 642-075 - . $320-05  $239.95

TR4*" 642-425 - 642-435 642440 v §376-06 $239.95 TR4 STANDARD CUT PILE

TR4A 642-085 . 642095 642-240 - 38405 $239.95 Rear 30855 SALE $279.95
TR2.-TR4A LEATHER REAR SEAT KITS TR4 639-005  639-015
TR3*-? 642-950 . 642960 - 642-635 $33996 $309.95

TRIA? 642-535 - 642-545  642-550 . $H0.05 $179.95 TR4A STANDARD CUT PILE
TRIA & TRIB* 642215 - 642-235 642-245 - 05 $169.95 Rl SALE $199.95
TR4 642-355 - 642-365 642-390 - 905 $179.95 TR4A 639-085 639-095
THR2-TRAA VINYL REAR SEAT KITS

TR3L 7 642.925 - - - 642705 §a6405 $214.95 _....auu.u._._aﬂ bm ..Obm.ahr..,_mawnmnﬂvmm._.

- 642-715 #4485 §715.95

IR bTRIEG GRS - 5 . 642725 3606 $179.95 L
TR4 642105 - 642115 642400 - 6006 $779.95 e e sy
TR2-TRAA PANEL KITS R4 639.025 639210
TR f TR3! 000 645010 - 645100 645-105 $345-%5 $269.50 TRAA 639.080 639-215
TRIA? 15025 - 645035 645110 645-115 $356-05 $209.95
IR3A & TRIBY 645-015 - 645085 645-120 -  $36905 $379.95 TRUNK CARPET KITS
TRe? 645065 - 645075 645130 - $489.95 $378.95 A e I et eiant
TRAA 645085 - L 645140 - Sa%06 $319.95 R e i e AT e o
TR4-4A 639470 $Z5Q  SALE $54.95
FODTNOTES: . |
 Fits TROA TEF2014 the TRA b)15273CT ) P NS e sALE! ﬂ.ﬁ wwnswﬁﬁ_wmo ._.vf.aon e zmnmnmsv_,w 95
i - EE ok o
e T TR250 and TRE VINVL SEAT COVERS ool et aans E._.muum.mm
TRZ50 642-560 642.555 - . . 642755 #3495 $289.95
TH6 69 1 642-570 - 642-590 . 642765 5305 $279.95
TR6‘70-72 1 642-600 - - 642-620 - 642775 §39:95 $279.85
* TR originally had same-calor piping. TR3 TR6 '73-76 % 642-640 642-650 - 642-660 642-670 - $34005 $283.95
had i ing excep! lan & .
TR o e vaes TR paotl oy TR250 and TRE PANEL KITS
“TRA chasge paints given are lof ol TR250 645410 - 645430 - : . 56005 $234.95
Ntted black vinyl. Other colors and leather TR6 ‘69 1 645-440 645-450 645-460 . - - $360.05 8£234.895
SHtared X Wparves Sl Ianbar, TR6'70-724  645.305 645315 - G45-325 . 645295 Sare0E $299.95
TR6 73 1 645-330 645-315 - 645-350 645-360 - §3-h06 $239.95
TR6 ‘74/76 % - 645380 - 645-390 645400 -  §3L95 $234.95

¥ (Fils from CC25000 1o CC32142) 1 (Fils CC25000 fa CC50000.,)
Fits tram CC50000 lo CC85737) 14 (Fits CC50000 ta CF1.)
Fits irom CF1 on.) 18 s CF1 fo CF12500.)

offer less expensive kits in standard grade
loop-curl automotive carpet material.
_,.( Y SPEC. MATERIAL SETS
™ Black 639-360  $370.05 $329.95
1-888-G7B-B7GA miv B ek S
639-375 $329.95

Note: Some color & piping combinations -FREE USA AND CANADA Brown

f ]
are made to order only. — « = B STANDARD GRADE SETS
\ Please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery. RBOS-GIRE-F100 oVERSEAs - BOF-GD=-25205 Fax Black 639-380 3006 §175.95

www.mossmotors.com =

44




AUSTIN-HEZ
UPHOLSTIIES

In order to restore the interior of your
Austin-Healey to lts' original quality, design
and workmanshlp, we manufacture early
Healey upholstery kits in our own Uphel-
stery Shop with an eye on quality control
every step of the way. We use only the fincst
materials in our kits; our leather is tanned
and vat-dyed to the highest standards to
insure durability. Our vinyls have been
selected for their color & grain style.

Our BJ8 seat kits are manufactured in Eng-
land from genuine, factory original materi-
als, including original chrome herringbone
piping. We're so confident of the quality of
our upholstery items that we guarantee your
100% satisfaction or your money back upon
return of the un-installed kit,

You Don't need to be an upholsterer to
install a Moss kit, either! The scat covers
casily replace the old ones with no sewing
needed, One easy weekend is all the time
you will probably need to complete the task,

LEATHER KITS wmam  maw

Bleck Figley  Waile Piging Brd Figlag
100-4 Seat Kit 246-670  246-680 246-69%0
100-6 thru 3000 BJ7 Seat Kit 246815 246-825 246-835
100-6 BN4 Rear Scat Kit ! 246-950 246-960  246-970
100-6 BN4 -3000 BT7 Rear Kit? 246-955  246-965 246.975
3000 B]7 Rear Seat Kit 247-090  247-100 247-110
100 BN1 247-235 247-245  247-255
100 BNZ and 100-6 Armrest 247-230 - 247-250
3000 B]7 Armrest 247-370 247-380  247-390
VINYL SEAT KITSmawm  sackwn Bisck Witk

BiackPiplag  WhilaPigiog  Red Piplag
100-4 Seat Kit 246-600 246-610  246-620
100-6 thru 3000 B]7 Seat Kit ~ 246-740 246-750 246-760
100-6 BN4 Rear Scat Kit ! 246-880 246-890  246-900
100-6 BN4-3000 B17 Rear Kit 2246-885  246-895  246-905
3000 B]7 Rear Seat Kit 247-020 247-030 247-040
100 BN1 Armrest 247-165 247-175  247-185
100 BN2 and 100-6 Armrest 247-160 247-170 247-180
3000 B]7 Armrest 247-300 247-310 247-320
3000 BB SEAT KITS

Black Wiy Red Witk Blos With

Chroma Piging  Chcorsa Piplng  Chrama Pigleg
B]8 Leather Front Seat Kit 247-510 247-530 247-550
B8 Leather Rear Seat Kit 247-650 247-670  247-690
B]8 Leather Fixed Armrest? 247-840 247-850 247-860
B]8 Vinyl Front Seat Kit 247-450 247470 247490
B]8 Vinyl Rear Seat Kit 247-590  247-610  247-630
B)8 Vinyl Fixed Armrest! 247-800 247-810 247-820

! Fits all thru: BN4 68959 7 Fits BN4 from 68960 thru 3000 BT7
* Armrests have same color piping as original, not chrome.

3000 B8 DOOR TOF RAILS
Lem faat gt Hazd

Raguiacy ¥
Black Vinyl- As Original 858-160 B858-150 §75.95
PANEL KITS Back Red Ba

3000 BJS to (c)26704
3000 BJ8 from (c)26705

TFits all thru BN1 68959

248-040  248-050 248-060
248-080 248-090 248-700

4 Fits BN4 from 68960 thru 3000 BT7

CARPFET KITS Blask hed

3000 BT7/ 3000 B)7 Center Shift 248-870  248-880
3000 BJ8 to (c)26704 248-870  248-880
3000 B]8 from (c)26705 248-900 248910

L N_Niwve
7/

t

246-980
246-985
247-120
247-265
247-260

Rad With
Bed Piping
246-630
246-770
246-910
246-915
247-050
247-195
247-190
247-330

Tan Witk
Tan Piglag
247-570
247-710
247-870

247-500
247-640
247-830

SALEI ¥
$62.95 ea.

Tan.
248-070
248-710

B
248-890
248-890
248-920

Rad Winy
Wiits Pigiey

246-855
246-990
246-995
247-130
247-275

Red With
Whila Pipiag

246-640
246-780
246-920

247-205
247-200
247-340

Regutary ¥
s
$559.05
Sl

FEO4BS5
A
$63-05

247-285
247-280

Bina WY
Wan Piplag

246-650
246-790
246-930
247070
247-215
247-210
247-350

L A

Wite Plgiag Tan Pigleg  Raguiurly ¥

246-725  246-730 $599.05 $499.95
246-866 246-875 $50905 $504.95
247-006  247-010 §334-95 $284.95
246-007  247-015 §334:96 $284.95
247-145 - SE3NS $278.95
247-287  247-295 §7495  $61.95
247-286 247-290 $H905  $85.95
247425 - #8455  $69.95
Bloe With Tan With

Whits Pty TanFiping  Regelwhy ¥ SALEI ¥
246-655  246-660 438095 $244,95
246-795  246-800 $300.05 $249.95
246-936  246.940 405 $149.95
246-937  246-945 §374-95 $139.95
247-075 - M08 $144.95
247-217  247-225 $6995 $49.95
247-216  247-220 $89-50 $74.95
247-355  247-360 $64.95

Note: Some color & piping
combinations are made to

order only. Please allow 4 to 8
& weeks for dellvery.
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SEAT FOAMS
CUSHIONS., ETC.?

| TRIUMPH feg.  SALE
TR2-TR3 Seal Padding Sol

643-318 $82.95
TR3A-TR4 (early) Padding Set
643-938 $2406 $104.95
TR4 (Iate) Seat Foam Set

643-948 $8506  $154.95
TR4A Seat Foam Set

643-958 22006 $799.95

TR250 Seat Foam Set
643-968 $3908 $120.95

TR ‘69 Seat Foam Set
643-978 $215.95

TRS ‘70 10 '72 Seal Foam Set
643-988 $219.95

TRG '73-'76 Seal Foam Set
643-998 #9226 $144.95

TC-TD-TF Reg
TC Cushion Assembly
456-590 b

SALE

$429.95
TD Cushion Assembly
456-595 $4000  $429.95
TC-TD Seat Foam Cushion Set

64 $e00 349,

TC-TD Horse Hair Sealback Pad
640-360 $330  $17.95
TF Frame Back Spring Assembly
456-645 #4066 S42.95
TF Wood Base & Foam

Left 456-625 $34-36  §594.95
Right 456-635 336  $94.95

mMGa Reg SALE
Seat Batiom Cushions

Let 641-925 $6066 $39.95
Right 641-935  $66.66  $39.95

SPRITE-MIDGET

'58-'65 Metal Seal Base
640-570 Albe 04.95

'58-'62 Seat Cushion Sel (one seat)
640-468 0066 $79.95

l - 888-678-8764 ‘62-'65 Seat Cushion Set (one seat)
TOLLFREE USA AND CANADA | 010478 43206 $109.
'§5-'68 Seal Cush
BOS-GRI-ZA00 overses | g 510550 S0 541,95
805-692-2525 rax REp R
www.mossmotors.com | 640545

| '68-'69 Seal Cushions
| Bottom 640-550 §63-36

1@j - [Back  640-560 §62-36
{ | *70-'80 Seal Back Foam

Right 640-500 §34:86
PRICES VALID UNTIL 4-9-'99

§7.95

$41.95
$41.95

$29.95
| Left €40-510 $34-8%  $29.96

{ 70- 'm Seal Base Foam
Feidui

Im




DON'T MISS OUT!

i -
ALE ENDS APRIL 9, 1999!

Moss Motors, Lid. Bulk Rate

440 Rutherford Street  P.O. Box 847 U.S. Postage

Goleta, California, 93116 PAID
Permit No. 1571

Dated Material - Please Rush Canton, Ohio
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED




